ANE 
i DE TECTIOVN 
of the duinges of Marie 
| Quene of Scottes, touchand 
the murder of hir huſband, 
and hir conſpiracie, adulterie, and 
pretenſed mariage with the Erle 
Bothwell. And ane defence 
of the trew Lordis, main- 
teineris of the Kingis 
graces actioun and 
authoritie. 
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Tranſlatit out of the Latine 
quhilke was written 
by G. 3. 


= Ubairas of thynges iudt- 


PF Ve cially determinit within 
accompte demandit 


— ſtrangeris, is to ſic as be 


not EN to fazane iuriſdidionn, 
baith ſtrange , and alſo foz the ſtrange⸗ 
neſſe diſpleaſant, to vs abone all vther 
it ought to be moſt greuous, quha 
are dꝛiuen to this ſtreight of neceſſi- 
tie, that quhaſe fautes we deſireto co⸗ 
ner, thair lines we are enloꝛced to ac⸗ 
tuſe, vnleſſe we will our ſelues be ac⸗ 
tompted the moſt wicked perſons that 
lyue. But a great part of this gref, 
is celened by pour equitie ( moſt ex- 
tellent Quene )-quha take it no leſſe 
diſplzaſantip to ſee pour kinſwoman, 
than we to (ſ&@ our Nuene thus in 


ſpeche of all men to be diſhonoꝛably 


repozted , quha alſwa are foz pour 
part no leſſe deſirous to bnderſtand 


the truth, than we ko ours to auoide 


ſclaunder. Thairfoir we will knit 
bp the mater as bꝛeeſly as poſſiblp map 
be, and declare it with ſic ſhoztneſſe, 


as we may rather ſeme to haue light- 


ly runne oner the chef pointes than 


- haue largly expꝛeſſed tham , begyn- 
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lany dominioun, to baif 
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nyng at the Nuenes frlf inconftan, 

cie. F02 as in making of her mariage, 
her lightnes was very bedlang x raſh, 
ſo ſodanely followed either inwart re, 
pentance , oꝛ at leaſt outwart tokeng 
of change of her affection without any 
cauſes appearing . Fozquhair befoze 
time the king was not onelpnegleced 
but alſo not hono2ably vſed, at length 
began open hatred to b: zeake cut as 


gainſt him, ſpecially in that winter 


quben he went to Peble with (mall 
tratne euen to meane fo2 the degree 
of a pꝛiuate man, not being ſent the- 
ther a hawking , but as commandit a 
way into a coꝛner far fro counſell and 
knawledge of publike affaires. Nou- 
ther is it necellarie to put in wziting 


thoſe thinges , quhilk as thay were 


than as a ſpectacle noted of all mens 
eyes, ſa now as a freſh image thay re⸗ 
mane impꝛintit in all mens hartes, 
And though this were the beginning 
of all the euills that followed, pet at 
the firſt the pzaciſes were ſecrit, ſa as 


not onelp the commoun pepill, but al 


{wa fic as were right familiar and pꝛe⸗ 
ſent at the doing cf manp matters, 


could not vnderſtand thꝛoughlp, — 
thing 


thing the Quene thanchefly intended. 
At the laſt about the moneth of A- 
y2ill in the years 15 6 6. quhan the 
Quene was returned from Dunbarre 
to Edinburgh, and was lodged in the 
caſtell, ſbe keipt her thare till the time 
of her trauaile of childs. After her de⸗ 
liuerance immediatly the ſecret toun⸗ 
ſels of the intendit miſcheif began to 
bꝛeake out, qubairof the effect was 
this, to diſpatch awap the king bp one 
wap oꝛ bther howſoeuer, and to mary 
with Wothwell . And that her ſelfe 
ſhouid not be tonchit with ſuſpicion of 
the murder, (he began ſecritly by littil 
and littill to ſow ſedes of diſſentioun 
betwene the king and the Koꝛzdes that 
were than in Court, and by mair and 
mair inflaming tham, to bꝛing the ma⸗ 
ter to deadlp fende. And if at any time 
ſhe eſpied tbe ſuſpicions of the one a- 
gainſt the vther to languiſh, byandby 
ith new repoztes to baith partes,ſbs 
whetted tham on againe to freſch dil⸗ 


pleaſuris, perſuading the Nobilitie a- 


gainſt the king, and the king againſt 
_ he Nobilitie, that either intendit v- 
thers deſtruction. And ſhe thought no- 
thing (olongas to ſ& the mater come 
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to ffrokes , fo2 douting whether of 
tha the bad rather to haifthe vicozie, 
ſhe accounted the loſle on either ſide 
foꝛ her auantage, as hoping thairbp tg 
auance fozward one degree neirer to 
that quhilk ſhe infendit . Finally in 
ſho2t time ſhe ſo filled all thair hartes 


with mutuall ialouſtes one againlt an 


bther, that thare was not a man of 
any reputatioun in the Court , but he 
was dꝛiuen to this necellitie, either 
with diſhonogur to peid to rumogas fai- 
ned againſt him, oꝛ to enter into com⸗ 
vate with the repoꝛters, 82 to with, 
dꝛaw him home. And though we ſhall 
paſſe ouer the reſt fo2 deſire to haſt to 
the cheif point of the matter, pet this 
one notable ſclanderaus p2agtiſe at 
that time, is nat to be omitted. Fozon 
a time quben the king had ben in talke 
with the Quene till it was farre in the 
night, the ſumme in a maner ol all her 
tommunicatioun was, that almoſt all 
the nobilitie had conſpirit his death, 
E wer deuiſing how to diſpatch him. 
Akter the kinges departure from her, 
ſhe ſent fo2thwith fo2 the Erle of Pur⸗ 


ray hir bother, wha after was Regft, 


with this meſſage, that the matter was 
hainous, 


jainous, and neceſfarilyreguiringhis 
peſence without delay. He being as 
waked out of ſound ſleepe , in great 
feare, caſt a night gowne ouer his 
ſhirt,and as he was halfe naked ranne 
to her in haſt. To him than ſhe vſed 
evin the like talke as the had befoꝛe to 
the king, inkoꝛming him that the king 
bopled in ſuch deadlp hatrit againſt 
him, and toke it ſo diſpleaſantly that 
he ſtod ſo hyely in her grace, that he 
was fully determinit, ſo ſone as anp 


poſſible oppo2tunitie ſerued, to mur ⸗ 


der him. So, as mekle as in her lap, 
ſhe left no meane bnallapit to let tham 
fogether bp the eares, and-without all 


dout had done it in deid, if it had not 


ben Gods gude pleaſure to delincr the 
innocent perſons fro ſo perilous trea⸗ 
ſons, t to diſcloſe her wicked trecherp. 
Nuhen this attempt failed her , ſhe 
ow the pong & bnexperienced gen⸗ 
flema with ane new ſuttilpꝛactiſe. She 
karneſtip laboꝛed hin, that quhile ſhe 
was great with childe, he ſhould chaſe 


«The 


bim ſome pong gentlewoman, quhair⸗ — — — 


of thare was great ſtoꝛe, quhoſe com baude to 


panie he might 'bſe inthe meane time. 
ſhe pꝛomiſed him her alſent and fur- 
A. ij. therance, 


hir ovone 
huſband. 


therance, with pardon and leaue to c 
mit the offence. She named to him the 
Erle of Purrapes wife, not foz that 
ſhe eſtemed that moſt noble Lady moſt 
apt foꝛ ſic a billanie, but becanſe ſhe 
thought by that wap to be reuenged of 
the enemies at once, the king, the 
Erle, and his wife, and therwithalltg 
winne a colour and cauſe of dino2ce to 
make empty bedrome foz WBothwcll 
After that ſhe was delinered of childe, 
though ſhe conrteouſly enterteined all 
bther, yet as oft as woꝛd was bzonght 
her that the king was come to ſ& her, 
baith ſhe and her company ſo framed 
thair ſpeche t countenance , as if thap 
ſemed to feare nothing mair than that 
the king ſhould; perceane that thay lo 
thed him, and that his comming and 
pꝛeſence was diſpleaſant to thamall, 
On the vther ſide 1Sothwell alone was 
all in all, he alone was gouerner of all 
her counſels and all her affaires. And 
ſo deſirous was the Nuene to haue 
ber hartie affection towart him vnder⸗ 
ſtod of all men, that if anp ſute were 
to be made to her, thare was no way 
of ſpeding fo2 any man but by Both⸗ 
well to obteine it. 8 
| | Nat 


Hat lang after her deliuerante, on 
g dap very early, accompanied with 8 
very few that werp2ime of her coun⸗ 
fall, ſche went downe to the water 
ſide at the place called the New bas 
uen, and while all maruelled whether 
the went in fic haſt, ſche ſodenlp en⸗ 
tred into a ſhip there pꝛepared foʒ her 
quhilk ſhip was pꝛouided by William 
Blacater , Edmond Blacater, Leos 
nard Robertſon, and Thomas Dic⸗ 

ſon, Both u elles ſeruantes & famous 

robbers & ppzates «With this traydea: 

of thiefes, all honeſt men wonderpng 

atit; ſche betoke her ſelfe to ſea , tay 

kyng nat ane vther with her, na nat 
ol her gentlemen noꝛ neceſſarie atten⸗ 
dantes foꝛ common honeſtie. In Aloe 
taſtell, where the ſhyp arryned,how 
ſche behaued her ſeife,J had rather e⸗ 
very man ſhould with hym ſelfe ima⸗ 
gine it;thanheare me declare it. This 
ane thyng J dare affirme , that in all 
bir woꝛdes and doynges ſche neuer 
kept any regard, J will nat ſay of 
Quenelike maieſtie, but nat ofma- 
tronelike modeſtir. The kyng, quhen 
be heard of this ſodeine departure ok 
the Quene , followed alter with all 
B. j. the 


the haſt that he poſſibly tauld by land, 
and there ouertuke hir, in purpoſe 
and Hopyng thereto be her company 
and to eniop the mutuall loupng fel, 
lowſhyp of mariage. But how loning; 
ly he was receiued of her, baith all 
they that wer pꝛeſent, and ſic as haue 
heard tham report it, can well remem⸗ 
ber. oz being ſcarcely ſuffered to tar- 
ry there a few houres, while hys men 
and hozſes bapted, he was cnfozced 
to get hym away in halt agapne an 
peine of further perill , As fo2 hir ſelf; 
ſche paſtimed there certapne dapes , il 
nat in pꝛincelp magnilicence , pet in 
mair than p2incely. oꝛ rather vnpꝛin⸗ 
cely licentiouſneſle. There went ſche 
a huntpng , ones at the riuer of Ma⸗ 
gat, an vtter ip me at the foꝛeſt of Gle⸗ 
nartue . There how coplye, pea how 
loftily and viſdaynfully the behaued 
her ſelfe to the kyng, quhat nede it 
be rehearſed, foz the thing was opely 
done in all mens ſight , & continued 
empꝛint it in all mens memoꝛie. 
Nuhen ſche was returned to E⸗ 
denburgh, ſche tuke nat her ladgyng 
in her ou ne palate , but in a pꝛiuate 
vouſe next adtoyning to Jhon Bal⸗ 
touren. 


— 


ſoures. Thenſe ſche remoued into an 
vther houſe quhair the perelp courte, 
quhilk they call the Ercheqner was 
then kept: Foz this houſe was larger, 
and had pleaſant gardens to it, & next 
tothe garden altogether a ſolitarie va⸗ 
cant rome. But there was an vther 
mater quhilk, mair tha al theſe things, 
ſpecially allured her thether, There 
dwelt hardby one Dauid Chambers, 
Bothwels ſeruat,whoes backdoze ad: . 
iopnit to the garden of the Nuenis 
ladging. The reſt, wha geffeth nat: foꝛ 
the Quene hir ſelfe confeſſed the ma- 
ter baith to many bther # alſo namely 
to the Regent 4 hys mother. But ſche 
layed all the blame vpon my ladie Re- 
reſe a woma of maiſt vile vnchaſtitie, 
wha had ſometime been one of Both⸗ 
wels harlots, and than was one of the 
chefe of the Quents pꝛiuie chamber. 
By this woman, wha now in her age 
had from the gapne of hozedome beta- 
ken hir ſelfe to the craft of bawderie, 
was theNuene , as her ſelfe ſapd, be⸗ 
frayed, Foz Bothwel was thꝛough the 
garden bꝛought into the Nuems cham 
ber, t there fozced hir agaynſt hir will 


lozſothe. But how much agaynſt hir 
. 
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will Dame Rereſe betraped her, tyme 
the mother of truth hath diſcloſed, Fo; 
within few dapes efter, the QAuene in 
tending as J ſuppoſe torcaquite fozce 
with fe2ce and to rauiſh hym agapne, 
ſcent DameRereſe,(who had her ſelfe 
alſo befo2e aſſapit the mans ſtrength) 
to b2zyng bym captine vnto her hygh⸗ 
nes. The Nucne with Margaret Cars 
wod , a woman p2inte of all her ſe⸗ 
cretes , dyd let her downe by a ſtryng 
ouer an auld wall into the next gar⸗ 
den , But in ſic weirlike affaires, all 
thynges can not euer be ſo well foe, 
ſeen „ but that ſome incommodious 
chaunce may onerthwartly happen. 
Behald, the ſtryng ſcdenly bꝛake, and 
downe with a great nopſe fell Dame 
Rereſe,a woman berp hceaup baith by 
bnwcldp age t maſſy ſubſtance. But 
ſche an auld beaten ſoldiar, nothyng 
diſmayed with the darkenes of the 
night, the heighth of the wall no2 with 
the ſodenneſſe of the fall, vp ſche get⸗ 
teth, & winneth into Bothwen g cham 
ber, ſche gyt the doꝛe open, and out ol 


his bed, euen ont of his wines armes. 


halſe allepe, halfe naked, ſche fe2ceas 


bly bzinges the man to the Nnene, 
This 


This maner and circumſtances ofthe 
dede, nat onely the maiſt pairt of tham 


that then wer with the Quene haue 


confeſſed , but alſa Geoꝛge Dagliſh 
othwelles chamberlane , a litle be⸗ 
foze he was executed plapniy declared 
the ſame , quhilk hys confeſſtoun pet 
remapneth of recoꝛde. 

In the meane tyme, the kyng com⸗ 
manded out of ſight, F with iniuries 
and miſeries baniſched from her, kept 
hym ſelfe cloſe , with a few of bys (ers 
nantes at Stereline, Fo2 alas quhat 
ſhould he els do? He could nat creepe 


into any pece of grace with the quene, 


noꝛ could get ſo much as to mainteine 
his daply necefſarie expenſes to linde 
his few ſeruantes and hys hoꝛ ſes: and 
finally with bꝛawlynges lighilp riſing 
fo: euery ſmall trifle , and querels v- 


ſually piked he was chaced out of her 


zeſence. Pet his hart, obſtinately fired 
in louing hir, cauld not be reſtrained, 
but he muſt neidis come backe to C⸗ 
denburgh of purpoſe with all kinde of 
(eruiceable humbleneſſe to get ſome 


entrie into hir foꝛmer fauour, and to 


2 the kinde locietie of mariage. 
Quho ones againe with mailt diſho- 
B. itf, nourabie 
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nourable diſdaine excludit, anes again 
returneth fro quhenſe he came, thare 
as in ſolitarie deſert to bewaile his 
woelfuil miſeries. 

Within few dapes after, quhen the 
king determined to goe to Jedwozth 
to the aſſiſes thare to be halden , @, 
bout the beginning of October, Beth, 
well maiketh his ioznep into Kiddel⸗ 
dale. Thare behauing himſelf nonther 
atcoꝛding to the place quhairto he was 
called, noz acco2ding to his nobllitie 
of race and eſtimation , he was waun⸗ 
ded by a poꝛe theefe that was him ſelfe 
ready to dye, and carped into the ca- 
ſtell called the Heremitage, with great 
vncertaintie of his recouerie. Nuhan 
newes hereof was bꝛought ts Bozth⸗ 
wik to the Quene, ſhe flingeth away 
in haſt like a mad woman, by great 
iournepes in poſte, in the ſharpe time 
of winter, firſt to Pelroſe and than to 
Jedwozth . Thare though the heard 
ſure newes ok his life, pet hir affedioun 
impatient of delap cauld not temper it 
ſelf, but nedis ſhe muſt bewzay hir ou⸗ 


tragious luſt, and in an vnconuenient 
time of the pere, deſpiſing all diſcõmo⸗ 


dities of the way E wether , & all dan⸗ 
| gers 


gers of theifis,ſhe befoke hir ſelfhed- 
ſong to hir tourney with ſic a company 
as na man of any honeſt degree wald 
haif aduentured his life and his gudes 
amang tham. Zhenſe ſhe returneth a⸗ 
gain to Jedwoꝛth, and with maiſt ear⸗ 
neſt care & diligence pꝛouideth & pꝛe⸗ 
pareth all thinges to remoue Bothwel 
thether. Duhen he was ones b2onght 
thether , thatr company and familiar 
dannt togither was ſic as was ſmallp 
agreing with baith thair honours. 
Thare, whether it were by reaſon of 
thair nightly and dailp trauailes, diſho⸗ 
nourable to tham ſelfis and infamous 
amang the pepill , oz by ſome ſecrit 
pꝛouidence of God, the Quene fell in- 


to ſit a ſoꝛe and dangerous ſickeneſſe, 


that ſcarcelp thare remained any hoip 

ok hir like. | | 
DQuhan the king heard thairof , he 
dated in poſt to Jedwozth, to viſit the 
Quene. to comfoꝛt hir in hir weake- 
neſſe, and by all the gentill ſcruices 
that he poſſiblp cauld to declare hys al⸗ 
ledioun and harty deſire to do hir plea⸗ 
lure. So far was it of that hys lodging 
and thynges neceſſary was pꝛouidit 
fo; him agapnſt his comyng (quhilk is 
B. iii. wont 
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wont fo be done enin foꝛ meane per, 
ſons ) that he found nat any ane token 
toward him of a freindly minde. But 
this was a point of maiſt barbaroug 
inhumanitie vſed againſt him, that the 
Nobilitte and all the officers of the 
Court that were pꝛeſent were ſpecial 
ly foꝛbidden, not ances to do him reue⸗ 
rente at hys comming, noꝛ to peld him 
thair lodging, no to harber him ſo me; 
Kle as foꝛ ane night. And quhairas the 
Quene ſuſpected that the Erle of Pur, 
rap, quhiik afterward was Regent, 
wald ſhew him curteſie , ſhe p:aciſed 
with his wife to goe home in haſt and 
faine hir ſelfe ſicke, and kepe hir bed, 
that at leaſt by thps colour, vnder pꝛe⸗ 
tenſe of hir ſickneſſe,the king might be 
ſhut out of dozes . Being thus denied 
all duties of ciuile kindneſſe , the nert 
day with great greef of hart he rctur- 
ned to his auld ſolitaric coꝛner. In the 
meane time quhile the king in that 
want of all thinges , and fozſaken of 
all freindes, ſcant with begging find⸗ 
eth rowme in acotage, Bothwell out 
of the houſe quhaire he was lodged 
befoir; as it were in triumph auer the 


king, was gloziouſip rrmoued in figit 
bl 


of the pepill into the Quenis awin lod⸗ 
ging, and thare layed in a lower parler 
directly bnder the chamber quhatre the 
Quene hir ſelt lay ſicke.Thare quhiic 
thap baith were yet feebill E vnhealcd, 
ſhe ok hir diſeaſe, and he of his wound, 
the Quene being berp weake of hir 
body, vet viſited him daily, And quhan 
thay were baith a littil recouered, and 
thair ſtrengthes not pet fully ſettled, 
thap returned to thair auld paſtime a- 
gaine, and that ſo openly as thay ſe- 
med to feare nathing mair than leaſt 
thair wickednes ſhould be bnlinawen, 
About the v. dap of Noucmber, 
being remoned from Jedwozth to a 
towne called Calco , thare ſhe rccea- 
ved letters from the king. Qubilt 
quhan che pad red in pꝛeſente of the 
Regent, the Erle of Buntlep, and the 
Decretarp, the caſt a pitious luik, and 
miſerablp toꝛmented hir ſelfe as ifſhe 
wald hail byandby fallen down againe 
into hir foꝛmer ſicknes, & ſhe plainlp 
and erp2efly pꝛoteſted, that vnlefle he 
monght by ſome meane oꝛ vther be diſ⸗ 
patched of the king, ſhe ſhould neuer 


haife ane gude dap, And if by no vther 


wap ſhe cauld atteine it, rather than 


E.]. be 


the wald abide to liue in fic ſozow , the 
wald ſlay hir ſelfe. 

Mithin few dayes after, guhile in 
hir returne thzough Parchelad ſhe lap 
at Coldinghanr, Dame Rereſc paſted 
though the watch and was knawen 
and let goe. Quhat company ſhe had, 
and whetber ſhe went at that time of 
night , it ts nat bnknawen to the 
Quene From thenſe about the end 
of Nouember ſhe came to Cragmillar, 
a caſt ell about twa miles from Eden. 
burgh , Thare in pꝛeſence of the Erle 
o Purray (quhilk afterward was Re, 
gent, and now is him ſelfe alſo ſlaine) 
and of the Erles of Huntley and Ar- 
gyle, and the Secretarie, the fell into 
bir ſayd foꝛmer diſcaurſe, and alſo ad⸗ 
ded the maiſt commodious wap, as ſhe 

* thought, how it might be bzoughtto 
paſſe, that is, to ſue a dino2ce againſt 
the king . And ſhe douted not but it 
might eaſily beobtemed, foꝛaſmuch as 
thap were the one to the vther in ſic 
Coſin ger⸗ degree of conſanguinitie, as by the 
mancs. Papes law might not marry together, 
ſpecially ( quhilk was caſte. foz hir to 
do) the Wull being conueped away 
„ en the lame iaw was 2 
wi 


with. Mere quhen ane had caſt a 
doubt, that if ſche ſhould goe that wap 
to woꝛke, thair ſonne ſhould be made 
a baſtard, being bozne out of lawfull 
wedlocke, ſpecially ſith neither of hys 
parentes were ignoꝛant of the cauſes 
guhair by the mariage ſhould be voide: 
this anſwer quhen ſche had a quhils 
toſſed in hir minde, and knew that he 
' ſaydtrouth, and that ſche durſt nat as 
pit diſcloſe hir purpoſe to make away 
hir ſonne, ſche gaue ouer that deniſe 
of diuoꝛce, and pit from that dap foz⸗ 
wart ſche neuer ceſſed to purſue hir 
intentioun of murdering the king, as 
map eaſilp be perceinit by that quhilke 
follo wid. 
The King being — from 
Stereline to Cragmillar, quhen he 
hoipid to finde hir mair gentill to- 
wart him, and hir diſpleaſure by pꝛo⸗ 
ceſle of tyme ſomequhat appeaſid, he 
lo kound na tokẽ of change of hir affec⸗ 
tioun, that he was nat allowed any 
thyng foꝛ his daply ſuſtenance, bnleſſe 
he kept him ſtill at Stereline. Quhilk 
thing exceedingly encreaſed the pepils 
ſuſpicioun, vtherwile of it ſelfe alredy 
enough inclined to that indgement, of 
C. ö the 


the vnchaſt comphnipng of the Nuene 


with Wothwell 

About the beginning of December, 
guhen there wer Embaſſadours tome 
out of France and England, to the 
Chꝛiſtening of the king that now is: 
that Both well might be goꝛgiouſſp be, 
ſtene amang the Nobilitie, ſche hir 
ſelfe layed out the money to bye ham 
apparell, and ſum (che baught hir ſeife 
of the marchantes fo2 him, and ſche (a 
applied hir ſelle with ſic diligence in 
ouerſeing the making therof, as if iche 
had bene, J will nat ſap his wife, but 
euen his ſeruaunt. In the meane tine 
hir lawfull huſband, at the Chalſte- 
ning of his awn childe, nat onelp wan⸗ 
ted all hir maintenance foz his neceſſa- 
ry expenũis, but alſo was comaundid 
nat ones to cum in the Embaſſadours 
ſight , his oꝛdinarie ſeruantis were 
remouid from him, the nobilitie weir 
eniopnid nat ones to attend on him, 
noꝛ to do him honoꝛ, noꝛ in a maner to 


know him: the foꝛren Ambaſſadovris 


wer warnid nat to talke wyth him, 
guhen pet the maiſf pairt of the day 

thap wer all in the ſame Caſtel quhere 
he was, 


The 


The poung gentleman thus con- 


temptuouſly and vnkindly vſed, fell in 
ſic deſpeire, that he departed from 


Stereline and went fo Glaſcow to his 
father. At his departure the Quene 
ſtill purſued him with hir wonted hai⸗ 


tred. All his ſiluer plate quherewith 


he was ſerued from hys mariage tpli 
that day, {che toke it awap enerp whit, 


and appointed pewter in the cede. 


thereof , But let this ſerue onelp to 
pꝛoue hir contempt of him: the reſt that 
followed are euident argumentes of 
outragious crueltie and bnappeaſable 
haitrid. Gre he was paſſid a mile from 
Stereline, all the pairtes of his bodie 

wer taken with ſic a ſoze ache, as it 
might eaſily appeare that the ſame pꝛo⸗ 
teded nat ofthe (o2ce of any ſickeneſſe, 
but by playne trecherie . The tokens 
of quhilke trecherie, certapne blacke 
pimples ſa ſons as he was cum to 
Glaſcow, bzake out ouer all his hole 
bodie, with ſa great ache and ſic peine 
throughout all his limmes , that he 
lingred ont his life with very ſimall 
boipe of eſcape: and pet all this quhils 
the Quene wald nat ſuffic ſa much as 
ane Phiſitioun anes to cum at him. 

C. itz. 5 Otter 
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Etter the Ceremonies of the Chꝛi 
ſtening ended, ſche p2aciſid with hir 
bꝛother the Erle of Murray, that quhe 
be ſhould go to cõdud the Erle of Bey, 
foꝛd, the Quene of Jngladis Ambaſſas 
doz to S. Andꝛewes, he ſhould require 
Bothwell alſo to beare him companie. 
Quho in deide frankly pꝛomiſed ſa 
to do, howbeit baith he and the Quene 


the deniſer of that diſſimulationn, 


thoght nathingleſſe, as the ſucceſle 
ſchewed. Foz ſa ſone as the king was 
gone to Glaſcow, and the reſt towart 
S. Andꝛewes, ſche with hir Bothwell 
got hir to Dꝛumen, and from thence 
to Tplebarne. In quhilke houſis they 
ſa paſſid the time about vitj. dapes, in 
euerp toꝛner, and in familiar haunting 
together, as all (ſauing themſelues a⸗ 
lone that had thꝛowẽ awap all ſchame) 
wer hielp offended with their cotempt 
and vile regard of publike fame, ſeing 
them now nat ones to ſceke to couer 
thair filthy wickedneſle, 

Quhen about the beginning of 34 


nuarp thap wer returned to Stereline, 


ſche bega to finde fault with the houle 
quherein bir ſonne was nurſed, as in⸗ 


commodious becaus it ſtode in a tolde 
and 


and moyplt place, dangerous foz bꝛin⸗ 
ging the childe to a rewme, But it ſhall 
eaſtly appeare that this was done fo2 
bther purpoſe, foꝛ as much as all theſe 
faultes that ſche pꝛetended baith weir 
nat in that houſe, and alſo wer in deid 
in the vther houſe to quhilke the childe 
was remeuid, beyng ſet in a low place 
and a very mariſhe. The childe being 
ſcarcely abone bj. monethes olde, in 
the derpe of a ſharpe winter, was con- 
neyed to Edenburgh. There, becauſe 
the firſt attempt pꝛeuailed nat, and the 
foꝛte of the poyſon was ouercome bp 
ſtrength of nature, that at length pet 
lche might bzing kurth that qhuerwith 
(che had (a lang traueiled, ſche entreth 
into new deuiſes foz the murder of 
the Ring. 

Hir ſelf goeth to Glaſcow, ſche pꝛe⸗ 
tendeth the cauſe of hir ioꝛnep to be to 
ſe the king aliue, quhoes deith ſche 
had continually gapid foz the whole 
moneth befoir. But quhat was in deid 
the trew caus of that ioꝛnep, ech man 
map plainely perteiue by hir letters to 
Bothwell. Being now ont of care of 
hir ſonne, quhom (che had in hir awne 
__— bending bir ſelfe to the langy- 
City. ter 
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ter of hir huſband, to Glaſcobo ſche go⸗ 
eth, accompanied with the Yameltong 
and vther the kings naturall enemies. 

Wothwell, as it was be:wene tham 
befoir acco2did, pꝛouideth all thyngig 
redy that were nedefnilto accompliſhe 
the haynous ac, firſt of all a houtle nat 
commodious foz a ſick ma, noꝛ come iy 
fo2 a king, foꝛ it was baith toꝛne t ru⸗ 
inous, e had ſtand empty without auy 
dwcller fo2 diuerſe peares befoir:in a 
place of ſmall re ſoꝛt, betwene the aud 
fallen wallis of two Rirkes, neare a 
few almes houſes fo2 pore beggers. 


And that no commodious meane foz 


committing that miſchiefe might be 
waͤting, there is a poſterne doꝛe in the 
to wne wall hard by the houſe, quhere⸗ 
by thay might eaſilp paſſe a wap into 
the ficldes. In chuſing of the place iche 


wWalde needes haifit thoght that thay 


had reſpec tothe holeſomnes . And to 
auopde ſuſpicioun that this was a fay- 
nid p2etence, hir ſelſe the two nightes 
next befoir the day of the murder, lay 
there in a lower rome vonder the 

ingis chamber - And as ſche did cure 
ouſly put of the ſhewes of ſuſpiciaun 
from hir ſelfe; ſa the execuliomn ofthe 

laugh: 


ganghfer ſche was content to haue 
committed fo bther 
- About thze depes befoir 5 the King 
was ſlaine , ſche pzactiſit to ſet — 
ther Nobart, and him at deadly fende, 
making reckening that it ſchould be 
gapne ta hir, quhilk ſa euer of tham 
baith had periſhit. Foz mater to groũd 
thapꝛ diſſentioun; ſche made reberſall 
of the ſpeach that the King had had 
with hir concerning her b2other . And 
whan thay baith ſa grew in talke, as 
the one ſeemed fo charge the vther 
with the lye,atlaſtthap were in a ma- 
ner come from wozdes to bloes. But 
while thay were baith laping thapz 
bandes on thayz weapons, the Nuene 
layning as thogh ſche had be perilaul⸗ 
loullp affrapit of that quhilk lebe ear- 
neſtly deftrit, callith the Erle of Pur⸗ 
ray her bther bzotherto the parting, to 
this intent that iche might eyther pꝛe⸗ 
ently bꝛing him in danger to be ſlayne 
bim ſelk, oꝛ in time to come to bear the 
blaime of ſic miſcbeife as than might 
haif happenit . Whan this wap the 
ſuccelle fell nat out as ſche deſirit, ſche 
deuifit a new way to ftranſferre the ſu⸗ 


prian from her ſelf. Ulhile the Erle 
D. j. of 


ef Purray dyd willingipe kejpg 
bimſelffrom the Court,andhad reaſo⸗ 
nable ercuſe foꝛ hys abſence , foz that 
his wife bying neir her time, was be, 
ſide that alſwa very ficke : at the ſame 
time thare was an Tmbaſſado? come 
from the Dutke of Sauop . This the 
Quene tuke fo2 a ccnuenient colour 
to ſende foz her bꝛother: but the trew 
cauſe of hyꝛ ſendyng foꝛ hym was, that 
ſche had a deſire fo thꝛow the ſuſppti⸗ 
oun ofthe Kyngis murder vpon hym, 
and vpon the Erie Moꝛeton, and ther, 
wpthall all wa at ones to pꝛocure the 
diſtructioun of thoſe twa being men 
acceptable to the pepill and likely ad 
uerſar ies to her pꝛactiſe quha enten. 
dyt to ſet vp a tyꝛanicali regiment. But 
Gods gude clemecy that oft befoir had 
deliuerit the Erle of Purray fra ma⸗ 
ny treſons ot hys enemeis, dpd than 
alſwa manifeſtip ſuccour hym: foz v 
pon the ſonday quhiik was the ix. day 
of Jebꝛuarie, quhen he was going to 
the Kirk to ane ſermon, a letter was 
bꝛought him that hys wief was deliue- 
ritafoir hyꝛ time, and in beray ſmall 
hoip of lief. Quhen he being diſmayit 
with theſe ſoden newes. pꝛapd leaue of 


the 


the Quene to depart, ſche annſwerif, 
that gif the caas wer ſa, it wer a ſuper- 
fuous tourney fe: hym to go to hyꝛ, 
heyng nat abill to do hy2 any gude in 
hy: ſickneſle. But quhen be was ſtyll 
mair impo2tunafe , ſche pꝛapit hym, 
that he wauld pit tarp but that one 
night, and take bys zeurnep the next 
dap to his wyfe. But the clemencte of 
God, as at many vther times, baith de- 
liverit the innocent gentleman fram 
pꝛelent peril, and alſwa tuke away the 
octaſioun of ſclaunder agapnſt hym in 
time to tom. Yowbeit foꝛ al this thogh 
there were no cauſe of ſuſpitioun , pit 
he eſchaped nat free from ſclander: foz 
Huntley and Bothwell, though thay 
could nat iuſtly charge hym, pet labou- 
red by infamons libelles quhilk thay 
ſpꝛead abꝛoad, to diſteyne hym wpth 
the maiſt foule ſpotte of that ſchamfull 
ad. And quhairas the murder was cõ⸗ 
mitted after midnight, they had befopz 
daylight cauſed by ſpeciall foꝛapointid 
nellengers rumo2s to be ſpꝛed in Ing 
land, that the Carles of Marre and 
Pozeton were doers of that ſclaugh⸗ 
ter. But that rumour, ſo ſoone as the 
light of the truth ones bꝛake fozth, ſos 
D.tf, denlp 


denly vaniſched away, as bther 

Codes are commonly wont to do, 
Quhen all thingis were redy py, 
parit foz perfourming this cruell fag, 
and pit alt occaũouns cut of to diuert 
the blame thapꝛof, the partenaris of 
the conſppꝛacie fearyng leſt lang delay 
ſhauld epther bzyng ſome impediment 
fo thair purpoſe,o2 diſcloſethap? coun, 
ſelles, determpnit to diſpatch it in halt. 
The Nuene thairfoir, foz manners 
fake after ſupper, goeth vp to the Kin; 
dis lodging. Thare, being determint 
to ſhew him all the tokens of reconti⸗ 
led gude will, ſche ſpent certaine hou 
res in his companp, with countenance 
and talke mikle mair familiar than ſhe 
had bſid in ſire oꝛ ſeuen monethis bs 
foy2. At the comming in of Paris ſche 
bꝛake of hir talk, c pꝛepared to depart, 
This Paris was a pong man boꝛne in 
France, e had lined certapne peires in 
the houſes of Both well, 4 Seton, ef: 
terwart with the Quene , Muhairas 
the vther kapis of that lodging wair in 
cuſtody of the Kingis ſernants, Paris 
bp fapning certapne fond and ſclender 
tauſis, bad in keipyng the keyis quhilk 
Bothwell kept backe, ol the back 1 

an 


and the poſferne . He was in ſpecyall 
truſt with Bothwell and the Quene, 
touchand thap?2 ſecrete affapzes . His 
comming (as it was befop2 agreit e- 
mang tham) was a waitchwoꝛd that 
all was ready fo2 the matter. As ſone 
as the quene ſaw hym,ſche roſe bp im- 
mediatly, and fepning an bther cauſe 
to depart, ſche ſapid, Alas J haifmi- 
kle offendit towart Sebaſtian this day 
that come not in a maſke at hys mas 
riage. This Sebaſtian was an Aruer- 
nois, a man in greit fauour with the 
quene fo2 his cunning in muſike , and 
his mery telking, and was marpit the 
lame dep, The king thus left in ma⸗ 
ner alone in a deſolate place, the quene 
departith accompanpit wyth the Erles 
of Argile, Huntlep, and Taſſilis , that 
attendit vpon byz, Eſter that ſche was 
tome into her chamber after midnicht, 
ſche was in lang talke with Both well, 
none bpeng pꝛeſent but the capitapne 
ol her gard. And quhen he alſlva with⸗ 
dꝛew him ſelfe, 1Bothwell was thare 
left alone without bther cumpanp, and 
ſchoꝛtlp efter retyꝛed into hys awin 
chamber. He chainged hys apparell, 
becauſe he wald be vnknawin of ſic as 
D. ii. met 


_ of his bed and came to hir with the 


met hym: and put on ane loſe cloke fi, 
as the Swartrptters weare, and a 
went foꝛwart thozow the watch to er. 


etute hys intendit trapterous fac, Che 


whole oꝛder of the duyng thapꝛot, may 


be eaſelp vnderſtude by thay: ccnfeſi, 
ons quhilk were put to deith foꝛ it. 


Both well eſter the dede was ended 
that he wet foꝛ, returned, t as it he had 
ben ignoꝛant of al that was don, he got 
him to bed. The Quene in the meant 
time in greit expectation of the ſucces, 
bow finely ſche played hir part(as ſche 
thoght) it is maruell to tell. Foz ſhe nat 
anes ſtirred at the noiſe of y fall ol the 
bouſe , quhilk ſhoke the hale towne, 
noꝛ at the fearfull ontcrypis that follows 
it,4 confuſed crpes of the pepill, (fo: J 
thinke there happenit hir nat any new 
thyng bnlukit foz) till Bothwell fap⸗ 
ning hpmſeife afrapde, roſe agayn out 


Erles of Argile, Huntley, and Athole, 
and with the wyues of the Erles of 
Athole and Purrap, and with the Se. 
cretarie. There quhile the monſtrous 
chaunce was in tellpng, quhile euer 
one wondered at the thyng, that the 
kyngis ladging was euin from the v6 


ow 


ryfonndation blown vp into the apꝛe, 
the kyng him ſelfflapne: in this ama- 
ſedneſle 4 confuſit feare of all ſoꝛtes of _ 
perſons,onely that ſame heroicall hart 

of the Quene, maintenit it ſelfe (a far 

from caſtyng dir ſelfe downe into baſe 
lamentations and teares vnbeſempng 

the Ropall name, blud, and eſtate, that 

ſhe matched o2 rather farre ſurmoun⸗ 

ted all credit of the conſtantie of anp in 
foꝛmer typmes . This alſo p2oceded of 

tze lame nobilitie of courage, that ſhe 

ſet out the mair part of tham that wer 

then about hir, to enquire out the ma⸗ 

ner of the doyng , and commandit the 
ſoldiars that watchit- to follow, e ſhe 
hir ſelfe ſettlit hir ſelfe to reſt , with a 
countenance (a qupet , and mynde (a 
bntroublit, that ſhe ſwetely flept till 
the next day at none. But leaſt ſhe 
ſhould appere voide of all naturalneſſe 
at the death of hir buſband, by litil and 
litill at length ſhe kept hir cloſe; 4 p20- 
clamed a mournpng nat lag to endure. 
The commoun pepill, nat certainly 
mawyng whether the laughed oz ly -— 
mented, wer diuided into ſond2y ima⸗ 
ginations, ſith it was pcrilous dealing 
with the diſguiſing of the court, either 
D. iiij. in 
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in knalvyng it to ſeme fo mock it oꝛ in 
nat cunnyngly diſſemblyng to ſeme to 


knaw it. Quhile ſome talked of one 


ſozte,ſome of an vther, in the meane 
tyme ok any inquirie to behad of the 
murder, there was na mention made 
at all. At length, the dap followpng, 
at efternone, quhen baith ſhame and 
feare conſtrainit them thereto, Both, 
well the pꝛincipall doer of the vyle aa, 
with certaine bther that wer pꝛiuie to 
the ſame , aſſemblit together with the 
Erle of Argyle foꝛ that be is by inheri 
tancethe Juſtice to deale with crimes 
puniſhable by death. Firſt as thongh 
thap had bene vtterly ignozant of all 
that euer was done, thap begynne ta 
wonder at the ſtrangeneſle of the ma 
ter, ſic as neuer was heard of, and in 
credible . Then thap begyn to be buſit 
a litill about thair inquirie, thay ſent 
foza few po!e ſilly women that dwelt 
there about. Aub ilk poꝛe ſaules ſlaw 
ding in dout whether it wer better fo; 
tham to tell oz hald thatr peace, though 
thap deintily tempere vthair ſpech, yet 
quhen thay had blabbed cut ſomwhat 
mair then the iudges luked fo2 , thay 


un diſmiſted 22 as fœles 1 
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batbndiſcretly pzated. Foz thair teſti 
monies , though thay touched ſome 
folkes ſh:ewdly , yet thay were ſic as 
thap might eaſily ſet lyght by. Then 
were called and examined the kyngis 
ſeruantes that wer ol hys bouſhold, fic 
as wer left vndeſtropit with the cruell 
chaunce. Thay denyed that thay had 

the keyes in kepyng. Beyng examined 
guho had tham, thay ſapd the quene. 
So the enquirie foz maners ſake. was 
adioznit , but in dede ſuppꝛeſſit, fox 
feare leaſt if thay pꝛoteded further, the 
ſetretes of the court migbt hap to be 
diſcloſed. Pet leaſt the mater ſhould 
ſeme nat to be regarded, out goeth a 
pꝛoclamatioun with 1 rewardes pꝛomi⸗ 
ſed to hym that could gene infoꝛma⸗ 
tioun ol it. But quho durſt accuſe the 
quene 202 qubilk was in maner mair 
perilous) qubo durſt detect Bothwell 
ol c a hearible offence: ſpeciallp qubẽ 
be bym ſelfe una haith der, iudge, in, 
guiter, and examiner? Pet this fears 
quhilk' Koppit: the monthes of euerp 
man in particular, could nat reſtrains 
we Hale multitude in generall. Foz. 
baith by bukes ſet:aut , t by pictures, 
and e as I nigbt. it _ 
| 1. 4 
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fa handelit, that the ders of the mic, 
chenous fact might eaſily vnderſtand 


that thoſe ſecretes of thairs wer come 


abzode . And quhen euery man was 
now out of dout, quho dpd themur, 
der, and quho gaue furtherance vnto 
it, the mair that thaplabozed to kepe 
thair own names vndiſcloſit , ſomuch 
the peoples grudge reſtraynit bake 
ont mair openly. Though thap tuke 
bpd tham as if thap regardit nat theſe 
thynges, pet ſometyme the rumozs ſa 
nerelp pꝛickit them to the quick, that 
thap could by no meanes hyde thair 
anger, Thairfoir, diſcontinupng thair 
ſearchyng foz the kynges death, they 
begyn a new enquirie, farre mair ears 
neſt, againſt the authoꝛs of bukes, and 
the Tclanderers of Bothwell as thay 
tham ſelues termed tham . Theſe ers 
minations wer ſarigozouſfly put in ex 
cutioun, as nouther monep, noz labo; 
of men nd? hozſes was ſpared about it. 
All the papnters were callit togither, 
all that earned thair tiuing by w2ityng; 
wer alſembled, ta iudge af the pidures 
and bukes that had ben ſet out. And il 
ane painter had natofhysawn accoꝛd 


A wang , that it was he of quhoes 
wozke 


woꝛke thap inquirit, an bther that 
was not gilty therof, but touchit a li⸗ 
till with a ſlight ſuſpicisun, had ſuffred 
fozit, There was publiſhed a pꝛocla⸗ 
matioun agreable with the maner of 
the Inquiſition, quhairin it was made 
death, nat onelp to ſet out any ſic ma⸗ 
ter, but alſo to rede it bepng ſet out by 
ane bther. But theſe per ſones that 
with thꝛetenyng of death pꝛactiſed to 
ſtoppe the ſpeche ofthe pepill, vet nat 
ſatiſfict with maiſt cruell murder of 
the king, ceſſit nat thair hatrit againſt 
him quhe he was dead. All hys gudes, 
armure, boꝛſes, apparell, e biber fur- 
niture of his houſe, the quene diuidit, 
ſome to tham that flew hym, and ſome 
to bys fathers auncient deadly foes, 
as if thay had bpon atteinder come to 
hir by fozfaiture 2; and bys fathers te- 
nantes, as though thaphad ben alſwa 
part of hir conqueritboty , ſhe ſa ſcra- 
ped fill the bzought tham in a maner ta 
extreme beggerie. 

But this was a ſtrange example of 
trueltie and fic as neuer was heard of 


befoir , that as ſhe had ſatiſficd her 


heart with bys ſlaughter , ſa ſhe wold 
nedes kede hir eyes with the ſight of 
E. ij. bps 
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hys bodie flayne. Foꝛ che lang beheld, 

nat onely without grefe ; but alla 
with gredp eyes, bys dead coꝛps , the 
gudlpeſt coꝛps of any gentleman that 
euer liued in this age. And than ſoden⸗ 


Ip, without anp funerall honoz, in the 


night tyme, by commoun carriers of 
dead bodies, vpon a vile beere, ſhe cau/ 


ſit bym to be buryed hard by Danid 


Rizo , Quhen theſe dopnges were 
knawin abꝛode, and that the indigna⸗ 
tioun of the pepill bad ouercome the 
thꝛeatnynges of penalties, and the 
frakneſſe of ſozrow ſyrmounted feare, 


by litill and litill ſhe beganne to ſet hir 


face, and with counterfaiting of mour⸗ 
nyng ſhe labozed to appeaſe the hartes 
ofthe grudgyng pepill. Foz quhair the 
auncient maner hath ben foz quenis 
efter the death of thair huſbandes, by 
the ſpace cf foꝛtpe dapes, not onelp to 
fozveare the companie of men, but al 
ſwa from lukyng on the open light, ſhe 
attemptit a diſguiſit maner of mour⸗ 
nyng. But the mp2th of heart far pal- 
ſing the fayned ſozrow , the ſhut the 
do2es in dede but ſhe ſet open the win⸗ 
dowrs , and within fower dayes ſhe 
th:ew away hir wayling weede , and 
gane 


— 


gane to bebald baith ſunne and open 
ſxye agapne. Bat this ane thyng fell 
very ouerthwartly. Foz quben Henrp 
killegre,was tome from the quene of 
Ingland to comfozther , as the maner 
is, this gentleman ſtrangoris hap was 
to marre the plap and vnuiſoꝛ all the 
diſquiſing . Fo2 quhen he was, by the 
quenis commaundement come to the 
Court, though he bepng an auld cour⸗ 
tier and a gud diſcrete gentleman, did 
nathyng haſtily, yet he came in fa bi 
ſeaſonably ere the Rage wer pꝛepared 
and furniſhed, that he found the win- 
dowes open, the candeles nat pet ligh⸗ 
ted, and all the pꝛouiſion foz the plap 
ont of oꝛder. Quhen of the fozty dapes 
that are apopntit foz the mournyng, 
ſcarce twelue wer pet fully paſt , and 
the counterfaitpng wald nat frame 
half handſomely , & to diſcloſe hir true 
affections ſo (one ſhe was ſomewhat 
achamit, at length takpng hart of grace 
bnto hir, and negleapng ſic trifles, ſhe 
commeth to her own byace, and open⸗ 
ly ſheweth hir ownenaturall conditi⸗ 
ons. She poſteth to Setons houſe, 
with a very few and thoſe not all of 
the laddeſt company, There Bothwel, 
E. ii. thongh 
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though it ſemed that fo2 the great fa 
002 he than had in court, /andfoz the 
nobilitie ofbys byzth, & other reſpeqeg 
of honoz,he ſhould haue ben, next efter 
the quene, moſt honozably receined, 
yet was ludged in a chamber hard by 
the kitchin. Howbeit the lame was a 
place not altogether vnfit to aſtwage 
thair ſozrowes, fo2 it was directly vn, 
der the quenis chamber: and if any ſo⸗ 
dein qualme of grefe ſhould haue hap- 
ned to come ouer hir hart, there was a 


paire of ſtapꝛes. though ſomebohat nar- 


row, pet wyde enough fo: Both weil to 
get vp to comfoꝛt hir. 

In the meane tyme,efter the rumoz 
hereof was ſpꝛed into France, Ponſi⸗ 
eur de Croce, quho had often befoir 
ben Embaſſadqur in Scotland, came 
in ſodenly vpon tham , God wote full 
vnſeaſonably. By hys addiſe ſherctur- 
ned to Edenburgh, out of that denne 
quhilk cuen as far as France was in⸗ 
famous. But in Betons houle were la 
many commodious oppoztunities fo; 
hir purpoſe, that how ſoeucr hir gud 
name wer therby appepꝛed, nedes ſhe 
mull ga thether agayne , There were 
conſelles holden of the great OR 

0 
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tatioun was, that Bothwell hold be 
atrainit of the murder, and acquitit 
bp indges therto choſen foꝛ the nones 
and conſtrainit. It was concludit, 
that the meaner ſozte of the indges 
might with fanoz and fayze pꝛomiſes. 
he ledde, and the reſt of the greater and 
grauer ſozt (whom. foz faſhions ſake 
thay were dꝛiuen to tall to the mater) 
might be dꝛawen with feare to acquite 
hym, Foz byſfidelibelles therof com⸗ 
monly thzowen abꝛode , the kyngis fa- 


cauſe hym fo2 pꝛincipall authoz of the 
murder. 5 

Che alſemblie olthe ates in par⸗ 
lament was at hand, quhilk was to be 
halden the ritj. of Apꝛill, befoir quhilk 
dap thap wald nedeshane the arraine⸗ 
ment diſpatchit. That great haſt was 
thecauſe; quhy in that pzeceding and 
(riallnathyng hes ben done accozding 
tothe foꝛme of law; natbing in oꝛder, 
nathing after the auncient vſage. 


ſummons of the accuſers, the next of 
the kinne;the wife, the father, and the 
lonne;epther to be 5 
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»fthe realme. The end of the conſal- 


ther the Erle ol Lennor did openly ac- 


There:anght: to haue bene publike 
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oz to ſend thair pꝛodoꝛs. The latu alia 


gane tham tyme of fozty. dapes. But 


bair the father was;:commanndit 4g 
cum within riy. dayes, and that wyth, 
out any aſſembly of his frendis, wyth 
bys awne houſholde retinne anely, 
quhilk by reaſon of his great ponertic 
was now bzought to a few: quhile in 
the meane tyme Both well with great 
bandes of men; dayly muſtered about 
the towne . And bycauſe be verely 
beleuit that in ſaafſurit perill na man 
would take bpon hym to be bys accu 
ſer, he grew to ſit aus negligence, and 
lic contempt of law and iudiciall p2oee- 
dyng, that the dictay was framit af an 
murder ſuppdſit taube done the ix. day 
of Febzuary, quhen iu dede the yng 
was flapnethe day. An choſing an 


refuſing of the Judges, the lyke ſens 


ritie was vſid, foa the murderers than 
ſcifis-made the chniſe of the Judges) 
quhen there was. na man to take 
ceptioun against tham. The Eris of 
Caſſiles , willing raither to pay.bys 


 anidicemietas the maner is, than tali 
A Judge in the inatter, quhen be ha 


ſtwde in it a quhile. and wald nat ap 
peare at the Quenis· requeſt : — 
8 18.99 cy 


ung, yea though ſche ſenthir ring foz 
credit baith of hir earneſt pꝛayer and 
thꝛeatning, at length conſtrapnit with 
feare oferile and punitioun, he pelded. 
There ſate the Judges, nat choſin to 
iudge, but piked out to acquite : the 
canſe pꝛocedit wpthout any aduerſa- 
rie: atriall in a matter of life + deith, 
quhen there was nener ane accuſer, 
but ſabozned by the partie accuſed : ſo 
is a man might well thinke it not the 
triall of a cauſe in a court but the plap⸗ 
ing ol ane enterlude bpona (age, In 
all this reckleſneſſe of all thinges, pet 
behald J pꝛap pou of quhat fo:ce is the 
teſtimony of conſcience on either ſide. 
Hodenlp, bnluked foz, there ſfarteth 
bp a poungman of the Erle of Lennor 
houſe, in quhame the reſpea of dutic 
banquiſhit the feare of danger. This 
poungman made ane open pꝛoteſtati⸗ 
gun that the ſame aſſemblp of Judges 
was nat lawfull, bycauſe in thair p20- 
teding there was nathing done accoz- 
ding to law noz oꝛder. At thys ſaping 
the Judges were all ſtriken in ſic a 
feare, that thay all by and by with one 


mouth made pꝛoteſtatioun, with pz0-+/ 


mie that it ſhould nat hercaftcr be pze- 
F.j. iudi⸗ 


iuditiall fo tham, in that thay acquj, 
ted a pꝛiſoner qubame na man actu⸗ 
ſed; and that tbap had acquitit him of 
a murder eliegit to be committit the 
ir. day of Fcb2uary quben the kpng 
was ſlapyne the x. dap. This is that 
ſaim nobill triall and iudgement, 
quhairbp Bothwell wes, not cleanſed 
of the crime, but as it weir waſhed 
with ſowters blacking, and ſa mair 
comelp pꝛepared to goe a wing to 
wed the Quene, and ſa to become a 
huſband to hir greater ſchame than he 


was befoir an adulterer. To make vp 


pet the full perfedioun and encreaſe 
of this tolly acquitall, there was ſet vp 
a wꝛityng in the moſt notozious place 
of the court , that though Bothwel 
had by iuſt triall and iudge ment bene 
lawfully cleanſed and acquitit of the 
murder quharrefhe had ben falſelyac 
tuſit, pet foꝛ mair maniicft: declaraty 
oun of bis innotẽtie to the hale wozid, 
he was redy to trie it in combat, ii an 
man af gude kame and a gentilman 
boꝛne would charge him with the 
murder of the king. The nert day al 
ter, there was ane that ſet vp a bil in 
open place, and offred to accept the 
. 5 cum⸗ 
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combat, ſa tbat there might foz the 
battell be fic a plate appotnted,quhair- 
m the partie mought ſafely without 
— diſcloſe his name. 

- Nuhile minaters and mens affections 
were in this ſtpꝛre, the parlament al⸗ 
ſembled. There alter thap had fozvig; 
dapes together , in maner done nas 
thing but treated of reuerüng p inge⸗ 
ment, quhatrby the Erle Huntlepes 
father bad ben attaintit of treaſon; 
fo: reſtoꝛyng the ſonne to hys:fathers 
poſſeſlions and honoꝛs: there were als 
wa certaine plauſtble thynats graun⸗ 
tit to pleaſe the pepill, and ſpetially 
foz the Kirke, namely the repelipng of 
certain la wes of popiſh tyzanme ma de 
fo puniſching of lic as durſt ones 
mutter agaynſt the derrees of the ſe of 
Rome, Thoughtheſe things were ac⸗ 
teptable among the commonaltte, pet 
there rentainit ane thyng quhitk na 
leſſe vered the quene the offended the 
pepil.that is to ſay, bir cõpanieng with 
Both wel, not altogether ſa open as 
ſhe wald fatne haue had it, and pet not 
faſecretly but that the pepill percetuit 
it, foꝛ that all mens eyes were gazyng 
bps tham. Foz quhairas Bothwei trad 
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a wife of his owne, & to farry foꝛ a di 
nozce was thoght an ouerlang delay, 
and in the meane time the quene could 
nouther openly anow to haue him, noʒ 
ſetretly enioy hym, and pit in no wiſe 
could be without hym , ſome ſhift, 
though nat an honeſt ane, pit a ſhiſt 
fozſothe,muſt be deuiſed. And quhen 
thay could nat thinke vpon a better, it 
ſemit tham a maruelous fine inuen 
tioun god wote, that 3Bothwell Could 
rauiſhe and take away the Nuene by 
fozce, and ſa ſane hir honour. Sa with, 
in a few dates after, as the quene was 
returning from Stereline, Bothwell 
fo2ceablp toke hir by the wap and cari 
it hir to Dunbarre: whether with hir 
will, oz agapnſt hir will, euerp man 
map eaſily perceiue by bir awin let; 
ters that ſche wꝛote to him by the way 
as ſche was in hir iourney. But hows 
ſoeuer it weir, that the w2ong of the 
raniſhment might be defaced with ho! 
neſt colour of martage,)Bothwels wife 
was compelled, in twa courtis to ſue 
a dino2ce againſt hir huſband. 
Befoir Judges delegate appointil 
by the quenis authoꝛifie to haif iurib 
dictioun in lic cauſis, the wife 2 
| L 


the huſband of adulterie, quhilke with 
tham was a iuſt cauſe of diuoꝛce. Be- 
foir Popiſhe Judges quho in deed by 
law weir foꝛbidden, pet by ſpeciall dif- 
penſatioun of the Biſchop of S. An⸗ 
dew,weir foz the bearing of this cauſe 
mely permitted, Both well was accu: 
fit, that befoir his mariage with bys 
wife, he had committit foznicatioun 
with his wines neare kinſwoman: 
howbeit all this quhile thap kept cloſe 
the Popis Bull by quilk the ſame, of- 
fence was diſpenſit with. The diuozce 
was poſted foꝛwart without any flacks 
nes either in the witneſſes oz in the 
Judges , Within the ſpace of x. dayes, 
the matter was taken in hand, began, 
and intented, iopnit vato, trpit and 
wdged befotr baith the companies of 
Judges. Nuhen the ſentence of di⸗ 
nozce was geuen and ſent to Dunbar, 
Bothwell by and by aſſembleth toge- 
ther frõ all pairtes, all his friendis, his 
leruantis, and reteiners, to conuep to 
Cdenburgh the quene, quho wauld 
then nedes take vpon hir to be a pꝛiſo⸗ 
ner. Quhen thap weir thus gatherid 
together, the maiſt pairt of tham in 
armour, by the way as thay weir con⸗ 
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ducting the quene, many of tham weir 
ſodenly ſtriß en in ſome feare, leaſt in 
time to cum thep might be chargit fo 
halding the quene as pꝛiſoner, and 
that though there were none vther e 
uidence, pet this ane thing would be 
p2ofe enough againſt tham, that in 
time of peace thay were found armid 
about hir . Auhile thay were in thrg 
doubt, in the middeſt of thair ioznep 
thap allth!ew awap thair launtes, and 
in mair peaſabill arrap , at leaſt in 
ſchew, thay conueped hir to the caſtell 
of Edenburgh, quhilke caſtell was al. 
ſo the ſame tyme at Bothwelles com 
maundement. There ſche taried with 
Bothwell, quhile the banes weir pub⸗ 
liſhing. Then ſche caine Towne ont 
SET. of the Caſtell into the towne, to the 
commoun aſſemblp of the Judges, and 
there pꝛonouncit hir ſelfe to be fre 
and at hir awne libertie . And ſa at 
length within vitj. dapes ſche finiſhed 
that vnmatrimoniall matrimonie, all 
gude men ſa karre deteſting oꝛ at leaſt 
grudginglp fozeindging the vnlucky 
end thereof, that Ponſieur do Croc 
the French kinges Embaſſadour, a 
ma verp well on to the quene, 
| ane 
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ane of the kactioun of the houſe of 
Guiſe,and ſoioꝛning very neare to the 
place, though he were earneſtly re⸗ 
quired, pet thoght he could nat wyth 
his honoꝛ be pꝛeſent at the feaſt. 

Theſe thyngts wer dane about the 
rb. of Map, in the pere. 1567. The xv. 
day of June followpng , Both well be⸗ 
yng either diſmaped with gilty conſci⸗ 
ence of the vile fac , oꝛ ſent away by 
the quene , ſhe came her ſelle to the 
Loꝛdes of the realme, quho earneſtly 
requirit the publike kyngmurderer 
to be bzought foꝛth to due executioun. 
Quhat bath ſins ben done, perteineth 
nat much to this pzeſent mater. And 
though my ſpech haue perhappes ben 
langer than pou luked fo2, pet J plapn⸗ 
pp perteiue in mp ſelfe, that quhile 4 
ſeke to make end of my tale, many 
thyngis J haue omittit, and manp 

thyngis foz halt J haue but lightly 
touchit, and nathing haue J 
accoꝛdyng to the hapnouſ⸗ 
neſſe ofthe offenſe 
fullp expꝛeſſit. 
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Ane oratioun, with decla- 
ration of euidence againſt Ma. 
rie the Scotiſne Quene quhair- 
in is by neceſſarie argumentis 
plainely prouit that ſche was 
giltie and priuie of the ſayde 


murder. 


FI th thelc thingis are by wꝛitings and 

witneſſcs ſa pꝛouaible, and flick ſa 
faſt empꝛuntit in the kualedge ot all the 
1 that ſic as wald maiſt haue thaim 

idden, yet can nat deny thaim: quhat 
plaice is here left foʒ cunniug, oꝛ quhar 
neid can be of diligence, to p2enc oz re- 
pꝛeue a thing la plaine and euident; Foz 
all thingis are la cleir, ſa maniteſt , and 
ſa mutuallp knit together, ech pairt to 
ſtrengthen vther, that there is na neid 
ok toꝛeine pꝛobations, and all thingis ſa 
fully witneſlit, that there is na neceſſi- 
tie of vther argumentts . Foz if any 
will aſke me, as in vther matters is 
wont to be aſkit, the cauſes of ſa fowle 
a fact, J might alſwa likewiſe aſke of 
hym, ſith the time, the plaice. the deede, 
and the auto2 is ſufficiently knawen, to 
quhat purpoſe is it to ſtand vpon ſear⸗ 
ching thecauſes, oz to cnquire by quhat 
meanes it was atcheuit? Agapne quhen 
there be extant ſa many caules of _— 


and ſa manp taikens thereof do offer 

ues to knawlegc, as may well 
be able to bꝛyng cuin thyngis vncertain 
to be belenit, ſurelp ſa farre fet an expli⸗ 
catioun of the act committed map right 
well ſeme ſuperfluous. Nat the leſſe. fo 
as mikle as ſa great is the impudencc of 
the vile offenders in denyeng, e ſa con⸗ 
fident the boldneſſe ot impudent per = 
ſones in lyeng , let vs aſſay to ſee with 
quhat wepons truth is able to defend 
innocencie agapuſt thoſe wickit mon c 
ſters. If than thap demand the cauſe of 
ſa hapnous a dede. , JF anſwere,it was 
vnappeaſable hatrit. demand of tham 
agapnc it thay can denye that ſic hatrit 
was, oz that the ſame hatrit was ſa 
great as without blud cauld nat bs ſa⸗ 
tiffict2 It thay denie that ſic hatrit was. 
than let tham anfwere me, why the a 
yong woman, riche, noble, and kinallp a 
Nnecne, thꝛuſt away from hir in maner 
into exile the pong gentleman, beauti⸗ 
lull, nere of hir kin; of the bind ropall, 
and (that maiſt is) entierip loupng hir, 
m depe of ſharp wynter, into places 
nonther frutelull ot thyngis necedarie, 
noꝛ repleniſhed with inhabitantes, and 
comãly perilous with haunt of theifcs2 
why {cnt ſhe hum away into deſert and 
barren craggy mountaines, without 
Rouiſion, into open periles, and in ma⸗ 
ner without any 1 2 Quyzat _ 
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the cls haue haue done if ſhe had mai 
dcdly haitit hym,@ couaitit to haue him 
diſpatchit? But I trow ſhe feared na ſie 
thyng. But that voydeneſle of feare, 3 
conſtrue to be a note of maiſt obſtinate 
haitrit, ſpeciallp ſithe (he batth knew the 
places and was nat ignozant of the 
dangers. That huſband thairfoir, to 
quhom (he was but laitely weddit, as 
gainſt the liking ot hir ſubiectes, againſt 
the will ofthe freindis on baith ſides, 
without quhom ſche cauld nat endure, 
quhoin {che ſcarcely durſt ſuffer out of 
her ſight , hym IJ ſay ſhe thzuſteth forth 
to 1 death and maiſt certaine 
ens. 
will pe alke of me the cauſes of the 
chainge of her affectioun 2 quhat if 
J ſay J ken tham nat ? it ſufliceth fot 
mp purpoſe to pꝛoue that ſche haitit 
hym. what if J aſke agapne, why 
{che ſa extremelp loued the pongman 
quhom {hc neuer ſaw befoir 2 quhy ſhe 
ſa haſtily marted him, and ſo vnmealu⸗ 
rably honout him? Sic are the natures 
of ſome wemen, ſpeciallp ſic as can nat 
bzuike the greatneſſe of thair awne gud 
fortune: thay haue vehement affections 
baith wapes, thap loue with exceſſe, and 
hait without meaſure, and to quhat (ide 
ſa euer thay bend , thay are not gouer- 
ned by aduiſed reaſon , but carried by 
violent motion, I cauld out of the mo⸗ 
numentes 


numentes of antiquitie rehearſe inuu⸗ 
merable examples, but of hir ſclfe i had 
raitheſt beleue hir lelfe. 

Call to minde that part of hir letters 
to Bothwell quhairin ſche maketh hir 
ſelte Medea, that is, a woman that nou- 
ther in loue no2 in hatrit can kepe any 
meane. I could alſwa allege vther cau- 
ſes of hir hatrit , although in dede nat 
reaſonable cauſes, pet ſic as are able to 
ſhooue foꝛwart and to puſh hedlang a 
hart foꝛ outrage nat able to gouerne it 
ſelſe. But herein J will foꝛbeare. And, if 
hir ſelle will ſuffer me, howſocuer ſhe 
hath deſeruit of hir ſubiects, pit ſa much 
as the comonn cauſe wil permit, J wilt 
ſpare her honoꝛ, pea I will ſpare it mair 
than the cauſe will allow me. Jomit 
thairtoir hir vther cauſcs of hatrit , and 
returne to this, that ſhe hatit and nat 
meanelp hatit hym. 

Wil pe ſee allwa an vther pꝛofe ofhir 
| hatric : The tẽder wife foꝛſoth lo louing 
and fond of hym, quhen ſhe could nat do 
him the dutie ofa wife, offreth to do him 
the ſeruice ot a bawde. Dir owne bꝛo⸗ 
thers wife ſhe made choile of, to put to 
hym in hir place. Quhat ſhal we thinke 
to be the cauĩe ofthis (a ſodein change: 
Sche that quhilere gapingly ſought fo; 
enery ſmall bꝛeath of ſuſpicioun againſt 
hir huſband, and quharre trew cauies 
weir nat to be konnd, ſche innentit lic as 
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weir manifeſtly falie, and this (che tu⸗ 
riouſiy did. nat quhen ſche loutd hym, 
but quhen {che had begon to date hym. 
and quhlle {che was kiſching for occaſi⸗ 
ons to be dinaced from hun, cuen ſche 
F {ay now ot hir avone acco2de offreth 
him a louer, declaireth hir awne conten⸗ 
tatioun therewith , and pꝛomileth hir 
kurtherance. Quhat can we imagine 
to be the cauſe Hereof? was it to plea⸗ 
ſure hir hulbandꝛ no, for ſche hatit hun, 
and although ſche loud him, pet (kc mas 
ner of doing in a woman is vncredible. 
Was it that he knawing Humſelfe likes 
wile gilty of adulterie on his pairt, 
might the maire willinglp beare with 
u partner in vſe ot his wife: Mo, foꝛ he 
bare withall perſoꝛce againſt his wyll, 
Was it to finde cauſe of diuozce, and ſa 
to dꝛiue him to leaue his bed emptp fo; 
Bothwell 2 Yea, that was it in deede 
that ſche ſought foz, but pet nat that a⸗ 
lone. Fo2 in this woman ye muſt ima⸗ 
gine na ſingle miſchete. Sche hatit the 
Erle Murrays wief, euin with ſic hatrit 
as all vnhoneſt perſons hait the honeſt. 


The difference ofthair twa fames mile 


vexit hir, æ thairwithal alſwa ſhe couiti 

to (ct the gud iadies huĩband e the king 

together by the cares, æ (arid hir (cite of 

tra combꝛances at ones. Thus ſee you 

how many and how greit thingis iche 

pꝛactiiit to diſpatch with auc 1 
[1 


Hir paramoꝛs enemie, the bꝛidler of hir 
licentioulnes, hir awne hatit huſband 
ſie hopith to rid all at ones, quhile by ia 
ſondꝛy ſoꝛtes of wickit dopnges ſhe ma⸗ 
keth haſt to hir maiſt wickit weddyng. 

Quhairto tended that fcarcfuli haſty 
caliyng koz the Erle Murrap at mid⸗ 
night? Cauld ſhe nat tarrie til day light? 
quhat was the occaſioun of ſa ſodeine (= | 
feare2 The gude woman, Bod woic, 1 
caretull fo2 cõcoꝛd of the nobilitie, dere⸗ . 
lyloupng hir bzothcr, and maift dcrely 
louing hir hulband, was afrayd fo2ſoth, 
leaſt hir bꝛother ſhold in the night hatt 
den aſſaltit by the k png, quhom ſhe hir 
ſelfe had diſarmit2 diſarmit, ſayd J: Pea 
ſhe had diſfurniſhed him of all conneni⸗ 
ent companie foꝛ his eſtate, æ made hym 
be ſhaken vp with womens \ſcoidpng, & 
that by one of hir awne traine, ouc paſt 
all ſhame and of pꝛoſtitute vnchaſtitie. 

She feared perdie , lcaſt the pengman, 
deſtitute of ail kreindes , beſet with all 

| loztes of milcries, (hold make aſſalt in 
the night tyme. Upon quhat perſon: the 
Quenis bꝛother, a inan ot a great repu⸗ 
tatioun and power, and in hpeſt fauour 
with all eſtates. And quhair ſhould he 
haue aſſailit him: in a maiſt ſtrong ca⸗ 
tell, quhair vpon the dede done nouther | 
was die foꝛ him to flee , nox meanc of oY 
retuge to the Quems mercie. Foz quhyat 
cauie chold he 9 hym: There was 
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no enimitie betwene thambut lic as ſhe 
Had ſowed. Quhat ſay you. if ſhe conetir 
that thyng maiſt quhilk ſhe moſt faynir 
hir ſelfe to feare > Foz to quhat purpoſe 
ells ſent ſhe foz hir bzother to come to 
hir in the night tyme, vnarmed ? why 
dyd ſhe nat aduiſe him ofthis one thyng 
at leaſt, that becauſe he was to paſſe by, 
and hard by the kyngis doze,he (hold 
in any wile put on his armour 2 why 
did (ze nat either foewarne hym of the 
danger, oz differre the callpng ol him till 
the next moꝛning? Nana, (he had a far 
vther purpoſe in had. She had but new- 
iy ſent the kyng awap, inflamed (as ſhe 
hopit) with hatrit of the Erle Murrap. 
So thoght ſhe it nat vnlikelp but that 
the kyng, kindlit with frelh diſpleaſure, 
raſh by feruoꝛ of pouth, lightip belening 
hir by exceſſe of loue, wald haue aduen- 
turit to flap his ſuppoſed enemie, nakit, 
vnaccompanicd and vnarmit. So ſent 
ſhe the king tagyng in anger to commit 
che ſlaughter, and pꝛactiſit to dꝛaw the 
Erle Murrap nakit, vnaccompanied, 
vnwarnit, to be ſodenly trappit in trea⸗ 
ſon. This was hir meanyng, this was 
hir deſire. But wickit counſells, how 
cattle ſoeuer they be, are nat alway pꝛo⸗ 
ſperous. | 1 
what meant this, that after bir deli⸗ 
nerance of childe, at quhilk time vthcr 


women do cheifly comfozt tham ſclucs 
in 


fi che louingnes ot thapꝛ hulbandes, x 
confes that thay finde ſome eaſe of paine 
by light of tham , ſche at the ſame time 
dzineth her huſband away: Quhat els 
(hall we ſay ſche meant thareby, but as 
the Poct ſapth, fot pure loue Bod wor, 
ſhe ſhut him out of doꝛes. But this tens 
der creature, that eyther ſhutteth out hir 
huſband,o2 aſſone as he is come chaceth 
him away agapne, whoes ſtomach tur⸗ 
nit at the ſight of hym, quho is ſodenly 
taken with pangis at hys preſence, 
quhen ſche was inthe pynneſſe amang 
ppꝛates and theefis , ſche could abide at 


the powpe,and toyit to handle the bop⸗ 


ſterous cables. Row aſke J quhaine 
ſche loued, and quham ſche haptit. For 
that at Aloe ſche dꝛoue awap the com⸗ 
berſome interrupter of her paſtime, that 
| agayne quhen he came to hir to Eden⸗ 
burgh, ſche reiected him, J blaine hp2 
nat. J ain content to beleif iche did it 
nat foꝛ hate to hir huſband , but foz hyz 
fanſies ſake, That agapne at Jedwoꝛth 
| ſcheſuffrit hun nat to come at hir, let it 
be boꝛne withall: oz nat without cauſe 
ſche fearit leſt the force of hy2 ſiekneſle 


wauld encreaſe at ſight ok hun, whoes 


deith ſche la earneſtlp deſyzit. That ſche 
gaif ſpeciall commanndement that na 
man ſhauld lodge him, na man ſhanld 
relieue him with meat oz dꝛincke, that 
{che in maner foꝛbad him the vſe offyze 
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and water: thys is vndonbtedip a to⸗ 
ken of outragious haytrit . But it ſee⸗ 
meth ſche fearit the veray infectioun of 
hir hulband, it he wer in any place neir 
hpꝛ. That {che ſent hym backe from 
Lragmillar to Stereline, J complayne 
nat. But that ſche bereued hun of all 
his neceſſaries, that ſche tuke from him 
hys ſeruauntes, that ſche abatit the al⸗ 
lowance ſoz hys expenſis, that ſche ali- 
enit the nobilitic from hym, that ſche 
foꝛbad ſtrangerts the ſight of him, and 
(as much as in hp} lay ) tuke from him 
euen quhile he lined , the vie of heauen, 
earth, and apꝛe: thys , J ſay , J doubt 
quhat to call it, vunaturalunefte, hatreit, 
barbarons fiercencfſe, oz outragious 
crueitie? That quhen he went from 
Stereline {che tuke away all his plate, 
let it be pardoned, toʒ what need had he 
of ſiluer, that caryit with him pꝛelent 
deith in his boſome? But this this J 
belech pou tonlider how greit indigna⸗ 
tioun of all men it hath kindlit, that 
quhen the Ring pure ſaule hardly chil⸗ 
tit wyth lief in deſolatioun, in ſozrow, 
and in beggerp, in the mean tune Both⸗ 
well, as an Ape in purple, was trium⸗ 
phaꝛitip ſyewed to the Einbaſſadozis of 
foxcine natiounis, uin that ſaim parte- 
ner ot hyꝛ hulbandes bed, nat ſa mikle 
fo ione of him ſelfe. as foz deſpite of hy: 
buſvand, was carpit abroad, ſet oute 


all kindes of oꝛnamentes, euen that a⸗ 
dulterous partener I ſay , that neyther 
inby2th, noz in beautie, no2. inanyho- 
neſt qualitie was in any wiſe coinparaz- 
ble with hyꝛ diſdapned huſband . Now 
tet tham denay that Here were tokens 
of hatrept. | 

But how great and how vnappeaz 
ſable this Haitrit was, encn by this ye 
may gather. Dir huſband ſa oft ſhut 
out, ſa oft ſent away with diſpite, dꝛinin 
to extreme pouertie , baniſched into a 
deſolate coꝛner, farre from the court. 
karre from p2eſence of men, ſpoyled of 
hys ſeruantis and furniture of houl⸗ 
ſhold, bereuit in a maͤnir ot his daily ne⸗ 
tefſary luſtenance, pet by na iniuries can 
be ſhaken krom hir, by na feare of deith 
can be withdꝛawen, but with lernice - 
ableneſſe and patience he aſſapeth, if nat 
to ouercomne, pit at leaſt ſumwhat to aſ- 
wage the violent erueltie of hir vnkind 
courage. In the meane tyme quhat doth 
this gude gentill wife, this inercyfull 
Nuens, that is at beholding of mes mi⸗ 
ſeries fa kinde and pitifull? Neither is 
{che anes mouit witch the loning do⸗ 
ingis, noꝛ with the wzetched plight,nox 
with the mileradilt wolulneſſe of hir 
ufband, nor appeaſit by tyme, non ſa⸗ 
kilfpit with toꝛmentis, but rathir wyth 
dis ſeruiceadbleneſſe ſche is irritatit, with 
des humble . is mair infla- 
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mit, æ at enery tyme of his comming je 
deuileth ſome new encreale of ſpitetuli 
diſhonoz.Quhairm quhen ſhe had ſpent 
the vttermaiſt of all hir foxce,of witte, & 
bitternes of nature, quhen ſche ſaw the 
poote pong gentilman, neyther to geue 
duir by famryng, beyng oppreſſit With 
poucrtic, and though he weir deſpilit of 
all men, and ſa oft thzowen into opin 
perillis, neyther to deſpeire noz vther⸗ 
wiſe mair cruelly to mildoe to himſelte, 
at length as it weir gluttit with ſight of 
his mileries and toꝛmentis, ſche deter⸗ 
minit pꝛeſently to ridde him of hys cala⸗ 
mitits, hir ſelfe ofirkſomneſle, and hir 
adulterer from feare, and ſa by man 
ſpeciall perlonis thereto appointit, (che 
caulit hym to be poylonit, that being ab⸗ 
ſent from hir, he mighe ſa dit wyth lefle 
ſaſpitioun . But ofthe poyſon J wyl 
ſay mair in an vther place. anzug g 
Nuhen this pꝛactiſe framit nat fully 
to hir deſire, ſche goeth hir ſelfe to-Glaſs 
cow, that quhom being abſent ſhe could 
nat kill, ſche might hir ſelfc in pꝛelen 
ſatiſtie baith hir crueU hart and hir eyes 
with light of hys pꝛeſent miſeries. And 
as if hir ſelfe alone weir nat ſufficient to 
execute the cruell toꝛmenting of hym, 
ſche bzingeth into his ſight the mini⸗ 
ſters of hir haynous doinges, and hys 
auncient naturall enemies, and wyth 


thele outragis tranailed to vexe hes 
5 ſaule 


faule at his laſt breath . But quhairto 
gather we argumentts as in a doubtful} 
caſe, quhen ſche hir ſcife will nat ſuffir 
vs to doubt at all? ſche the Quene hir 
ſelle N ſay opinly pꝛoteſtit, nat to hir lo⸗ 
ner in bed, nat amang hir confederatis 
in letret chamber, nat befoir few and 
meane perlonis, of eſtait apt to flatterie, 
tonſtrapnit by pouertie, oz of purpoſe 
affectionit , ſche hir ſclfe J ſay opinlp 
confefſit , that ſche could nat liue ane 
de day ifſche weir nat ridde of the 
g: and that nat ones, noꝛ vnadui⸗ 
ſedly, but in — ok thoſe perſona⸗ 
gis quhome ſche vſit to call to counſell 
in the weightieſt affaires. Foz it can 
nat be ſapd vnadniſedly llipped from 
hir that was ſa oft ſpoken, in ſa manp, 
ſafarre diſtant placis, with tearis alſwa 
addit to moue credit, befoir men nota⸗ 
bill, baith fo2 their nobilitie, wealth, 
wiſdome, and quhairin ſche declairit hir 
awne opinioun, p2actilit to winne thair 
aſſent, and harkenit fox thair aduiſes. 
But be it that ſhe foꝛgid al theie things, 
be it that hir tearis weir faynit, let 
thaim nat beleue it that heard it. iet the 
greatnes of the outrage make the repozt 
vncredibill , J my ſelte aiſwa wonld 
gladly be ane of that nuinber, to thinke 
thele thingis vtterit by hir rathir to 
Fehr the myndis ok vther, than that 

e hir lelt la dog hir hart, it it weir 
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nat ſa that the thing it ſelfe confirmeth 
the report, that the outragioulneſſe of 


the doingis farre ſurmounteth all bit⸗ 


terneſſe of vtterance. 
Quhen he was preparing to depart 
from Glaſcow, ſche cauſtt poyſon to be 


geuen hym. You will aſke, by quhom: 


in quhat maner? quhat kind ok poplon: 
quhair had ſche it: Alke pou theſe queſti⸗ 
ons? as though wickit Puncis euer 


' wantit miuiſteris of thay? wyckit trea⸗ 


cherets . But ſtill pou pꝛeſſe me per⸗ 
haps and ſtill you aſke me who be theis 
nuniſterts ? Fpꝛſt that poyſoned he 
was, it is certeinly knawin: foꝛ though 
the ſchamleſneſſe of men wald nat ſticke 
to denay a thyng ſa manifeſt, pit the 
kinde of diſeale, ſtrauge, vnknawin to 
the pepill, vnacquainted to phiſitioncs, 
ſpeciallp ſic as had nat bene in Italy 
and Spayne, biacke pimpics bꝛeaking 


ont oner all his body, greuous ache in 


all his limbes, æ intollerable ſtinch, dil⸗ 
cloſe it. If thys cauſe wer to be plcaded 
befoir graue Cato the Lenſoz , allthys 
were caſte fo2 vs to pꝛoue befopꝛ hym 
that was periwadit . that there is na 
adultereſſe. but the laim is alſwa a poy- 
ſoner. Need we ſeck foꝛ a mair ſubſtan⸗ 
tial witneſſe then Cato, euerp of whocs 
ſentences antiquitie eſteemed as {a ma⸗ 
ny ozacles? ſchall we nat in a manifeſt 


thing belcue hun whoes credite hath in 


thingis 


chingis doutfull ſa oft pꝛeuapled : Loe 
here a man of ſingular vpꝛightnes, and 
of maiſt notable faythfulnes and credite 
bearcth witneſle, agapuſt a womã bur- 
nyng in hatrit ofhir huſband, & in loue 
of ane adulter, and in baith theis diſea- 
ſis of cozrupt affectiounis vnbzidclit. 
vntemperable bp her eſtapt, raging by 
power, and tndulgently following 
the wantonnes of hyꝛ wealth. But let 
vs omit auld and diſuſed thingis, and 
let vs ſeuer the credite of inconſtaunt 
multitude from the caſe of ꝛinces. Let 
vs in la greit a mater admit no witneſſe 
in quhom epther hys eſtait map be ſul⸗ 
pectit, 02 his manners map be blamit. 
Quhat witneſſis than ſchall we vſe2 foꝛ 
by thys conditioun, we map bꝛing fozth 
none vnder the ropall degree of a King 
02 a Quene . But ſic viie actis are nat 
wont to be committit by noble and gud 
men, but by leud and wickit miniſteris. 
Howbeit that herin alſwa the maiſt pꝛe 
cile map be ſatiſſpit, go to, let vs bring 
foꝛth a royall witneſſe. Mead her awin 
letter, her letter (J ſay ) wꝛitten with 
her awin hand. what mean theis woꝛ⸗ 
des, He is nat mikle deformit, and yit he 
hes receiuit mikle . Quairof baith he re- 
ceauit mikle? The thing it ſelfe, the di- 
(caſe, t he pimples, the lauour do tel yon. 
Euin that perdy he receanit, that bꝛoght 
defounitie,foxſoth veray poyſon . But 
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her letters name not popſon . Thys ig 
ſufficient foz me that is thare ſapit, that 
though he receauit mikle, he is nat mikle 
deformit, 02, though he be nat mikle de. 
formit, vit he receauit mikle. Quhat mea⸗ 
neth this wozd Lite quhat els but this, 
that quhat ſa euer it was that he retea⸗ 
uit, the ſaim was the caule ofhys defoz⸗ 
mitic, quhilk though it were mikle, vit 
was it nat mikle enough to wotke ſic 
delozmitie as was deſypꝛit. But be it. it 
wer not poylon; what then was it els: 
Yon can finde na thing that can with 
conuenience of reaſon be named in place 
of it. Finally quhat ſa euer it be that is 
meant by thys woꝛde mille, it is lic, as 
ſche hyꝛ ſelle in ſa ſecreit and familiar a 
letter dare not call by the right name. 
Vea and though we wald ſchyft it of by 
tauillous expounding, pit {che hy? ſellt 
will nat ſuſter vs. Compare that quhilk 
went betoir with that quhilk foloweth, 
and by hyꝛ deniſe and purpoſe foꝛ tym 
to coine, pe ſchall eaſcly vnderftand 
quhat it is that ſche hath done in time 
paſt. Firſt ſche ſayth it is necdfull that 
he be purged , then ſche determmeth to 
cary him to Lragmillar , quhaire baith 
the phiſitions, and(quhilkis mair dans 
gerous than any philition) ſche hy? ſelf 
map be pꝛeſẽt. Finally ſhe aſketh coun⸗ 
ſell of Bothwell, quhether he can deuilt 
any ſecreter way by medicince, and _ 


£raqmillar, & after a bath. See how 
et thingis hang together. He haith rece- 
uit mikle, he mult be purged, and at Crag- 
millar, that is, in a deſolate coꝛner, in a 
place by reaſon of [male reſoꝛte very apt 
foz ainiſchief to be committed. And Me. 
dicine he muſt vſe, and quhat fozſooth: 
tuen the ſame quhairof he had befatr re⸗ 
ccauit mikle. Dow ſchall that appeare: 
che wil haue the maner of miniſtring 
the medicine to be ſecret. It it be to heal 
him, quhat need that ſecrecie 2 quhy is it 
nat miniſtrit openly and in a notoꝛious 
N Now he is ealed ofhys 
ckenel e, luſty and healthy, why is he 
purged in an vnuſuall maner and an 
bnhaunted coꝛner? But perhaps it was 
aſtrange kynde of diſeaſe, it had nede ol 
ſtrange reinedies. Quhat i hilicions 
then called ſhe to counſell? to quhom is 
this charge conuntttit.to ſeke out a new 
medicine and curpng fo2 the kyng? 
Fozſothe to the kyngis enemie , to the 
Auenis adulterer, the vileſt ot all twa⸗ 
kootit beaſtes „ quhoes houſe was in 
France defamit of pollonyng.&guhoes 
leruantis wer there foꝛ the lame caulc, 
ſome toꝛturit, ſome eimpꝛiſonit, and al 
lulpectit. Quhen was he pointed to re⸗ 
ceme this nobie inedicine 2 either at hys 
bathyng quhair he ſhould waſh alone, 
02 after his bathpng anhair he ſhould 
uppe alone. Sa tozſothe are medicines 

D,uy, accu⸗ 


accuſtomit to be pzonidit by enemies; 
in ſecret place, without witneſſes. That 
thairforr quhilk an adulterer, an adul⸗ 
tree, and the partener of his wines bo⸗ 
die, curiouſiy pꝛepareth, and ſecretly mi: 
niſtreth: quhat kynde ok medicine it is, 
let eche man with hym ſelfe weye and 
conſider. By this tyme J ſuppoſe pon 
ſee. the hatrit ofthe Quene, how vnap- 
peaſable, how outragiouſip cruell, how 
obſtinate it was agaynſt hir huſband, 
guhom ſhe thꝛuſt ambg themes, quhom 
{he pꝛactiſit to match in feude and bat⸗ 
tail with the no bilitic and with hir bꝛe⸗ 
thꝛen, quhom nakit & poore, loden with 
dilpites , vexit with raplinges, aſſailit 
with poiſoun, ſhe dꝛout a wap into ſoli⸗ 
farie cozncr there to dye with extremeſt 
tozment. Now let vs pꝛocede to the v⸗ 
ther cauſes. nnen 
This hatrit it ſelf was of it ſelf ſuſli⸗ 
tit᷑t to pꝛicke hir foꝛwart to hir eneinics 
laughter, often fought, ones attemptit, 
and almoſt atcheued. Pet was there be⸗ 
ſides, ane ſtronger enfozcement, ableto 
enflame hir hatrit it ſclke , I meane the 
lone quharrwith ſhe intemperately fan⸗ 
ſied Bothwel: Quhilk loue quhoſoener 
ſaw nat, and pet hath ſeen him, wil pet 
haps thinke it vncredible . Foz quhit 
was there in hym, that was of a wor 
of any honeſt countenance to be deſired, 
Was there any gift of eloquece: 02 2 


| 
| 
| 
| 


ofbeantie2 ot vertue Hunde, garn; 
ſhit with the benrfites e callof 
fouune2As foꝛ his eloquence. and bean: 

e, we nede not make lang tale ot than 
2 baith thay that haue ſene hym tan 
weil remember hys countenance, his 

ate, and the hale foꝛme ot his bodie, 
how gap it was: thay that haue heard 
hym are not ignoꝛant of his rude vttex 
rance and blockiſyneſſe. But, ye will 
lay, he was in executyng attemptes. 
wiſe and politicke: in auenturyng of pe⸗ 
rules, hardy and valiant: in frauke ge⸗ 
nyng, liberall: in vſe of pleaſures, tem⸗ 
rant. Foz wiſedome, cuin thay that 


charge him with it. Ot valiantneſſe in 


dede he labozit to winne ſome cſtima⸗ 


tioun, but among hoꝛſemen, on aſwift 
ſtede weil monntit, well pꝛouidit for his 


awne ſafetie, abcholder of vther menus 


fighting, ſometime hardly chating tham 
that fied , but his enemies face towart 
hun nere hand he neuer durſt abide. wil 
pe haue an example of his excellcut vas 


lantnefſe2 Ot a theite, a notable cowart, 


quhom beyng pelded and vnware he 
had deadly woundit he was thzowen 
downe to the graund, hurt, aulit with 
dive ſtrokes, and had ben ſtarke ſlapne 
the podꝛt theiles ſtrength beyng redy 
do dye had nat fapiedhyin. J cauld re⸗ 

hys glozious vapne bzaggerics 


* 


J. j. in 


be maiſt affectionate vnto hun, dare nat 


i tad 
+ 
| 

: . 


auen and be reuenged on his ene⸗ 


in France, N cauld tell ot᷑ his laſt feares 
full flight as fur as to Demnark. But J 
had ratheſt rubbe vp the remembzance 
ok that day quhen the Quene foꝛlakyng 
dim, came to the nobilitie that p2oteſtit 
to rencnge the ſlaughter of the kyng, 
The armyes ſtode redy in arrap, Both⸗ 
well in number of men was equall, in 
—— had the auantage : there ſtods 
ekoir hun to be his reward beyng van- 
quiſher , a Quene maift fanſieſullp lo⸗ 
ning hum. a kyngdome, wealth, and ho⸗ 
noꝛ, foꝛ him and his poſteritie, maro- 
uer impunitic foz his offenſes paſſit, 
extreme libertie to do quhat he liſt in 
tyme to come, abilitie to anance his 


ies, and on the vther ſide if he were 
quiſhit, diſhonoz, pouertie, and 
bamiſhment , finally all thingis that 
thereafter happenit oz hereafter may 
happen weir then befoir his eyes, 
There weir alſo pzeſcnt beſide the twa 
armics, beholders and witneſſes of ech 
mans valiance and cowardice , the 
Quene the pꝛice of the — — and 
— — Croc — — —— 
rance. Now pou to heare ho 
this magnificall boaſter of valiantncſle 
did acquit hymſelte. Firſt, mountit vp⸗ 
on an excellent hozie, he came bianely 
kourth betoir the armpe. There the man 
tozloth very ſparing ot hys countrimet 


lude, 


Nude, and ſauiſhe of dis awne, calleeh 
ſoz ane to trie it wyth hym by combat 
man to man. And quhcn there weir 
many on the vther ſide of honoꝛabill 
birth and eſtaites, that offrid ta accept 
the cum bat. by and by his violent heate 
cooled, and his glozious ſpeche quaplit: 
and had it nat bene that the Quene, as 
it weir ſome God out ata ginne in a 
tragedre, had by hir auchoꝛitie taken vp 
the mattir, and foꝛbidden hir pꝛetp ve⸗ 


nereous pigioun to do battaile, he had 


lpled to finde nat onelp a meane but als 
ſwa an honeſt colour to refuſe to fight. 
And ſa the combat interruptit, pit in the 
topnit. battapie he valiantip behauit 
dem. Farſoth the firſt man, almoſt at 
the beginning, and alone, he ranne hys 
wap, and ſa at length dzew the reſt of 
his pairt to flee after gym. | 
But his defaultes in martiall frates, 
parhappes the man ſupplicd with ci⸗ 
nile vertues . Alas quhat weir thap? oz 
quhat vertues coulde be luked fox in 
him? a man perdie bꝛoght vp in the by⸗ 
on of Murrapes palace, to wite, a 
[dvorcky: coꝛruptit houſe, in dꝛonc⸗ 


ſapth)at his uede he dad nat left auhaics 
with to bup him a halter to Hanghyus 
ſeife, he N ſap that defilit nat oneip vthir 
mens houſes with cuckold2ie; but allwa 
hys awne with inceſtuons vilanie. 
This man therrtoir quben J ſay to 
dail ben belonit of the Quene, and nat 
oneiy louit, but alſo outragiduſip and 
vntemperateip louit; they that knawe 
it nat, will paraduenture thinke that J 
tell jnonſtrous- wonders; 15at ſome 
matrparhaps wilay : was there none 
vther in all the troupe of the pouth of 
nobilitie, beſidehim mair worth to be 
delduit : Certes there were full many. 
And anc there was, in all thynges that 
arc wont to allure luit, of all vther maiſt 


exceilent, euen Hirawnhuſband. Quhat 


Was ik than that iopnit ſa vnegall lutte 
and ſa farre againſt realoun: If J ſhail 
{ap it was likeneſſe of conditions, 3 
hall name a kelp cauſe of lui, though 
to ſome men parchance it ſhal ſeme ane 
vntrue caule dt thair luif . Neither am 
N willing to enter into that diſcoutle. 
Neither do J alfrune the vumoꝛs ſpied 
of hir in Franer in tüme ol hir · frib mari⸗ 
age: howbeit the wickitnes or ige reſt of 
hir lite make ſom̃e pꝛoofe tha thay roſs 
nat all of nathing. And matlpranngis 
thar haif bene noyſit of hir sines te 

turne into Scotland, A hasen 
belene, As fo2 me eee 


zuried in foigetfulnes, oꝛ if that can nat 
de, let thaim be diſcreditit, let thaim be 
taken koꝛ falſe and fainit. either allo 
is it neceſſarie ouercurioully to examine 
catiſis mf, quhilk is vlually ſa caryit 
with raſhe violent mottoun ofa mud⸗ 

dp troublit minde, that koz the maiſt 
patrt it endeth in madnes, quhilke. if ye 
labour to gouerne by diſcrete aduiſe, pe 
do nathing els but as ik pe ſhold ende⸗ 
nor to be mad with reaſon. But pit 
here allo there want na caulis, foz there 
was in thaim baith a likenefle, ik nat ol 
bealitie, if nat of outwartthingis, if nat 
of vertnes, pit ok maiſt extreame Vices; 
Sche ayoung woman, ſodenly aduan⸗ 
dit to the hieſt degree ot authoꝛitie, quhẽ 
che had neuer lerne with hir cyes. heard 
with hv earrs, no conſiderit in hir hart 
the konne o a kingdome gouernit by 
law, and thereto was kfurniſhit with 
the vntemperate counſels of hir kinſ= 
mei, quho thaimſeltis pꝛactiſit toſet vp 
aymmaens rule in Franke, eudeudu⸗ 
dit to dꝛaw right, equitie, lawes, and 
ailnnts of aunceſters ta hir .awne 
node becke and plealu te. 1h 21 
— — 

. Many times many woꝛd 
viſaghngtt "This ſhe ſtudied dap and 
night: = ut agayuſt this deſire: there 
withtode- the cuſtoine of the tontrry. 
tho is wers aud ſtatutes. dmg 
n the 
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the conſent ofthe nobilitie, quho remai⸗ 
nyng ſafe (he cauld ncuer attaine it, Tg 
the end thairforr that ſhe might be able 
violently to atchcue it, ſhe determinit 
bp foꝛte to remoue all that ſtoode in hir 
way. But ſhe wiſt not well, by quhat 
meauc, oꝛ by quhocs help to attempt i. 
Fraude was the way to wozke it, fo) 
that vtherwiſt it was uot poſſible to be 
obteined. Fez this purpoſe thairtoir 
Bothwell oncly ſeined the fitteſt mana 
man in extreme pouertie, dontfuil whee 
ther he wer mair vile ox mair wicku, & 
quho betwenc factions of ſondʒp religi⸗ 
ons, deſpiſing baith ſides, coũtertaitit a 
lone of tham paith. De auhẽ he had ones 
detoir ofirit py. Damiltounis his lerune 
to murder p Erle Qurrap, gane thaits 
dy a likelihode that vpd hoipe ol greater 
gapne he wald not ſticke to aduenture 
tome greater enterpꝛiſe, bepng one 
quhom the ruine ok his awne decayed 
familie pꝛicked foꝛwart hedlang to mil⸗ 
chet, and quham na reſpect of godlpneſle 
oꝛ honeſtic reſtrainit from vngracious 
dopng. As faz exceſſine and in moderate 
vle of lecherie, de therin no lefle ſought 
to be famous than vther inẽ do ſhunne 
diſhonour and infamic . Sche thairfoit 
a woman gredily:coneting vntemperit 
authoꝛitie 5 quho eſtemit thelawes bit 
priſon, and the bꝛidle of inftice hir bon⸗ 
dage, quhen ſhe ſaw in hir gre nat 


piked out a man fox hir purpoſe, qubo 
nonther had in his wealth any thyng 
left to be loſt, noꝛ in his fame any thyng 

remapning that might be ſtainit, and 
yet lic & one as ſtode nat vpon any tc 
but that he might caſily be o⸗ 
uerthiowen agapne quhen che Gould 
ones ware werp of him: ſic a one as ſhe 
might eaſelp ſnare his incontmẽce with 
wanton allurementes, ſatiſtie his nede 
with monep, e binde his aduritnes vn⸗ 
to hir with gut cůſtience cõfederatit in 


miſchefis. Theſe be the loũtaines of that 


lame nat vnmeaſurable but mad lone, 
mfamous adulterie, and vile parricide, 
quhairwith,as with a pledge, that blu= 
dy inariage qudas plightit. Theſe 
thairforr wer the cauſes ot enterpꝛiſing 


that hapnous act, to wyte, vnappeaſa- 


dle hatrit ofhir huſband and vntempe⸗ 
rabill lutfofhir adnoncrer . There was 
mairouir a hoipe, that the crime might 
de dinirtit from thaim to vther, and the 
executtonn foz it might be lapde vpon 
vpon the pooꝛe lines of thair encinics, 
and that men maiſt giltleſſe of the fault 
might be thꝛuſt in thair place as ſacriti⸗ 
tes co appeaſe the pepils diſpleaſurc. At 
| nat, quhairto then ſeruit that battaile 


the kyng and Lozd Robart hir bꝛother: 
Quhatrto tended thoſe ſeedis of dil⸗ 
FJ,uy, coꝛde 


nettall enongh to trouble the ſtate, ſhe 


amaiſt begun to be foughten betwene 


— Wa, ka a — 6 eee” 
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eoide ſtaterit betwene the kyng and the 
nobilicte:Quhautareachit chat euniont 
entreatie to ſtay the Erle Murrap wyth 
hir the day befoirthe murder was com: 
mittit > Oꝛ quhat cauſe was there to 
fend foꝛ hym ? There was an Embaſſa- 
dour come: out at Sauopy. Foꝛ quhat 
cauſe 2 Surely it behomt to be a great 
dcauſe, and ſic as coulde nat be ended 
without aſſembly of the nobilitie. Ro, 
Bod wote. The Embaſſadour of Sa⸗ 
uop, being bidden to late to the chꝛiſte⸗ 
ning, came quhen all was ended, nat 
foz ane Embaſladour to the chziſtening, 
hut as ane ſent to excuſe the neglecting 
of doing that kindeneſſe, quhen baith he 
luked not to ſend ſa farre foꝛ ſa ſmall e 
mattir, and he was fomequhataſchamt 
to haif faplit in pꝛeſence, quhen the 
Frenchincn and Jngliſymen had alre⸗ 
dy done it. Foz the maire honcnabill 
diſiniſſing of hym; the Earle Murray 
was ſent foꝛ, and that with ſanday mei⸗ 
ſingers to cum from his wite that ia 
dying. Quhat nede was there then af 
his pzelence? to dzaw hym to be a patt⸗ 
ner in conſpiracie of the laugbtir: Quhy 
was it neuer attemptit befoir: Thought 
thap it beſt, then at the laſt point, at the 
very inftaut quhen the murder ſhoulde 
be tommittit. to iupne him ta thaw ict 
lowſchip, as a light man. incõſtant, and 
ſhikting his purpolis at euer _—_— 
FIT of: 


oftyme, infamous in his founer life, 
and nat well aſſurit in his preſent ſtaite⸗ 
Ha there is none of theſe thingis that 
they vet dare ſay of hym ? Sith then 
thay can nat imagine a falſe cauſe to ſtay 
hym, quhat was the trew cauſe in deid 
ech man map ealily gather: cucn the 
ſaine that cauſit firſt the Earle of Athol, 
e afterwartis hym to depairt from the 
tourt: the ſame that ſa oft bꝛoght hym in 
dangir of deith: the ſame that had ſclau⸗ 
derit hyin wyth falſe rumoꝛs ſcaterit in 
Ingland: the ſame that pꝛeſecutit hym 
with infamous libelles of the murde⸗ 
rers thaumlellis: the ſame that made 
him to chule raither to goc into baniſch- 
ment, than to remapne in court amang 
— weapons with great perill of 
5 like. 

But quhat auapleth thys cequtic of 
the cauſe betour hearers epther vtterly 
ignoꝛãt of the mater how it was done, 
dot tham ſeltis diſfauouring this pairt 
| and euupous „ oz apt to be carpit away 
with fapnit rumoꝛs, quhilk eſteme the 
(clanders of maiſt lewd light persons, 
fo; ſad teſtimouies, and gene credite to 
thele men, quho boaſting at Home that 
thay are able to do what that liſt, pit nei⸗ 
ther dare commit thay? cauſe to the ſen⸗ 
tence of the Judges, no2 were adill to 
deiend tham ſelfis in battaiil, And as by 
gutie couſcience of offenlis thay kearit 

; . j. inge 


ent: ſo by raige growen ofthayz 
Ciltinc e thay runne hedlang to battal 
and from battayll runne cowartly a⸗ 
way: and now againe quhen ſtanding 
vpon the aduantage that they haif baith 
in number and wealth, thay ſcozne the 
wiſedome of thair aduerſareis, and de⸗ 
ſpiſe thair power in compariſon of thair 
awin: pit diſtruſting to pꝛeuaple by 
trew manhoode, they fall to röbberp, 
and turne thapz vngracions minde toz- 
mentit with in wart terrouris of giltte 
tõſcience, to ſclandering, canillpng, æ le⸗ 
ſing, quhom pet foꝛ the gude wil that J 
beir to my conterymẽ, J wald aduiſe to 
ceaſc from thys folly, oz fury, oz diſcaſe 
ok cuill ſpeiking, leſt in tune to come, 
nuhen truth ſhall ſhine out, thay ſhut vp 
and icy with hatrit of tham thole per⸗ 
ſons cares to thay pctitiounis, quhom 
now they new kill e lode with falle ru⸗ 
mouris, fo2 thare wyll nat alway be 
place fo2 fozgeuenes: but as darcknes 
at the lunne lhining, lolyes at the light 
ot treuth muſt vaniſche away. 

As 102 the comuiodious meanes fo 


commitiing that vile fact, and the hoipe 


ok hiding it, J neid nat to purſue the de⸗ 

claring of than in many woꝛdis, ſith 

baith the eaſmeſſe to do it, the oppoztu⸗ 

teis ot placis, and all aduauncementis 

of occaſiouus and ſeaſons were in their 

owne power, And to hide the fact quhat 
| neidt 


neidit thay , quhẽ thap fearit na puniſi}« 
ment gif it were pnbliſhit? For quhat 
puniſchment cauld they feir in la ſtrang 
à conſpiracie: quhen baith the force of 
lawes, quhairotł thain ſeifts wer gouer⸗ 
nours , was vteerip extinguiſhit, aud 
the mindis of maiſt pairt of men weir 
eyther ſ21arit with partenerſchip of the 
iniſchtenaus fact, oꝛ carpit wyth hoip, 
oz foꝛeſtallit wpth rewardis, 92 diſcon⸗ 
ragit and bzidelit wyth feare of ſa greit 
a power on the vther pairt: But how 
ſa euer thys be, pit ſchall it be gude to ſee 
thzoughly baith the oꝛder of the duing, 
the vnaduilidnes, inconſtancie, and end 
of thapꝛ deuiſis. Foz tharwithall ſchali 
pe perceiue that thare wanted nat dciire 
to hyde the fact, but that the furoꝛ of a 
diſtracted minde ouerthzew all the oꝛ⸗ 
der ok thair coũlels, quhile ſome time as 
deſpꝛous to beguple publitte fame, thay 
endenourit to keip cloſe thapꝛ intendit 
miſchiefe, pit thap dealt tharein ſa opin⸗ 
ly, as gif careleſſe of thair eſtimatioun 
thay ſeemit to make ſmall accompte 
howe men 1udged of thayz dupngis. 
Fo: the popſoun at his pzeparyng to go 
to Blaſco was geuen hym ſecretly, and 
thay thoght thay had lutkicientip weit 
pꝛouidit that he ſhould in hys abſence 
kram tham be conſunut with ppupug 
ſickneſle. But the reſt of thair dealinges 
towart hymn wer lacriuclly handlit, that 


though his diſcaſc ſhold haue happenit 
tobe naturall, pet it wald haue ben ſu⸗ 


ſpectit fo2 popſonpng. Foz he hir hul⸗ 


band „ the father of hir onclp and firſt 


Lozne chiide , the father J lap ot that 


ſonne quhocs Chziſtenyng was ſolem⸗ 


nilit with la great pompe and glozie, 
bepng cſcapit awap in maner nakit ag 


it wer ont of his houſe framyng in fier, 


tozmentit by the wape with greuous 
peine, quh he lap at Glaſcow of a dan⸗ 
crous ſickueſſe itkcly ta dye, quhat did 
ps exceltent gude wife the quhile: 
Mubat dyd ſche? At the firſt newes of it 
dyd (hc haſt to him in poſt } Doth ſche 
with her pꝛelence, with hir freindlp fas 
miliar ſpech, oz with hir louyng counte⸗ 
nance comfort Hymn in lickneſle 2 quhen 
ſhe can nat ſtay hun in life. commeth ſhe 


to rece iue his laſt bzcath?cloſeth ſhe hys 


eyes at his deyng ? doth ſhe the vther 
kinde duties of honcſt matrones ? No, 
But (he that had now let him elcape to 
goC and dye, and hopit that he cauld not 
mgcr out hys vnhappy life but a few 
dapes langer, getteth hir a cleant cons 
trarp wap into au vther contrep in pꝛo⸗ 
reſſe, and with hir faire Adonis (Ye vi⸗ 
tteth noble mens houſes, and ſtapneth 
the boules that harboꝛit them with the 
ſpottes of thair vnchaſtitics, and iuſt a- 
bout the tyme of hir huſbandes death 
(as ſhe geſſit by the ſtrength w _ 
2 y 


kyng of the poyſoun ) ſhe returneth to 
Stercline. Quhen the mater wzought 
not ſa faſt as ſhe lukit for a the ſtrength 
ofhis youth had wzaftlit with the ſoꝛe⸗ 
nelle ol the peine, leaſt ſhe fhold ſeme to 
hanc altogether foꝛſaken hir dutie, ſche 
daily p h to go to Glaſco, but ne- 
ner goeth. At the laſt diſapointit of the 
hope that ſehe had conceiuit in hir hart, 
ſhe taketh hir to vther deuiſes. She 
commeth to Edenburgh and there cal⸗ 
leth to couuſell hir adnontrer and a few 
vther pꝛiuit of thoſe ſecrets, There thay 
decree that in any wiſe the kyng muſt 
beflapne.Yet wer thay nat fully aduilit 
with quhat kinde of death he ſhould be 
murderit. Quhilk may eaſily be ga- 
therit by hir letter quhairin ſhe partly 
tompareth hir ſelfc with Medea a blu⸗ 
dy woman and a popſoning witch. Al⸗ 
wa by an vther of hir letters quharin 
ſhe alketh adnile about the popſoupng 
him. The kyng quho had alredy taſtit of 
hir louelp cuppe, dontyng whether he 
wer better any mair to beleue hir flatte⸗ 
ting lpeches, oz to frare the ſhꝛewdnelle 
of hir nature „though ſometime he de⸗ 
pcrrit not of hir reconciliation, pet euer 
was ſomewhat mair feareful and ſuſpi- 
(1018, But quhen he ſaw that nouther 
dis life noꝛ his death wer in his power, 
e was conſtrainit in ſilence to purſe vp 
his pallit iniuries, to diſſemble hys pꝛe⸗ 
N. iij. ſent 


ſent feare, and to fayne him ſelfe ſome 
hope foꝛ tyme to come. Sa was he led 
out nat as a huſband, but carried ont as 
a coꝛſe, 02 rather dꝛawen as it wer ty 


ſchewyng hir lelfe in pompous maner 
goeth betoir in triumph ouer the pong 
gentleman vexit with ali kynde of inin⸗ 
ries, toꝛmentit with popſon, entrappit 
with treaſons and dzawen to execution. 
There followe after the triumphant 
carre , the auncicnt enemies to his fa: 
thcrs houſe , —— thether koz the 
nones, that thay alſwa might fcde thair 
epes with that woefull ſpectacle , and 
quhocs death at had thay iukit foz , thay 
migbt in the meane tyme take plcaſure 
of the ſoꝛow of his hart. And that na te⸗ 
remonie of ſolemne ſacrifices might be 
wating, Jhon Hamilton Archbiſhop of 
of S. Andzowes was preſent as thair 
pꝛzieſt, a man befoir defied with all kind 
of wickitneſſe, papered with the ſpoples 
and murders of hyps contrepmen, ane 
auld conquerour of many murderpug 
victozics . The pepill, all alang the way 
lukpug pitioufly ſhewit a fozeboding of 
na gude lucke to come . The Quenes 
compani6s,could nouther well cnough 
faine thair ſadneflc no2 hide thair glad- 
neſſe, quhen the hapnous outrage of the 
vile fact intẽdit held thair vumeſurable 
toy in ſome ſulpenſe vpon oe” of 
the 


the ſhambles. The Quene gloziouty 


| 
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the ſucceſſe, Thus led they hun to Edes 

burgh, nat into the quenis palace. why 

o Teaſt the infection of the peſtilent di⸗ 

ſeaſe foꝛſoth might hurt hir pong ſonne: 

as though thay that be poplonit wer al⸗ 

wa to be ſhonned foz feare of infection. 

But the truer cauſe was this, leaſt hys 

pꝛelence ſhould trouble tham, in inter⸗ 

tuptyng thair free eniopng thair plea⸗ 

ſures, and thair conſultations about his 

murder. Quhether then is he led : into 

the maiſt deſolate part of y town, ſome⸗ 

time inhabitit quhile the popiſtz pꝛietes 

kingdome laſtit, but fo2 certapne peares 

paſt, without any dweller, in lic a houle 

as of it ſcife wald Haif fallen downe it it 

had nat bene botched vp foꝛ the tyme to 

ſcrue the turne of this nightis ſacritice. 

Quhy was this place chiefly cholin?2 

they pꝛetend the holeſomneſſe of ape. 

O good God. Boing about to murder 

hirhuſband, ſccketh ſche foꝛ a holeſome 

ze? to quhat vſe 2 not to pzeſcric hys 

life, but to re ſerue his body to toꝛment. > 

Dcreto tend hir wifelp diligent atien- 

dance # hir laſt care of hir hulbands life. 

She ſeareth leaſt he Could by pꝛeuen⸗ 

ring death be deliuerit from peme, ſche | 

wald fayne haue him feele himlelte dye, | 

But let vs ſee quhat maner ofholeſom- 

neſſe of apze it is. Is it amang dead 

mens graues to ſeeke the pꝛeſeruing of 

life ? Fo hard by _ were the rumes 
i. we. 


of twa Kirkes: on the Eaſt ſide a age. 
naſtcric of Dominike Friers : on the 
Weſt a Kirke of our Ladie, quhilke fg, 
the dciolatenes ofthe place is callit the 
Nirke iu the fielde: on the Sonth ſide 
che to wue wal, and in the ſame fo com⸗ 
modious paſlage euerp way is a po⸗ 
terne doze:on the North ſide are a few 
beggers cotages, the redy to fall,quhilk 
ſometime ſcrutt ko2 ſtewes oz certapne 
Pꝛieſtes and Monkes, the name of 
quhilkc place doth. plainelp diſcloſe the 
foꝛme and nature thereof, for it is com- 
nonlp callit Theifis Lane. There is 
neuer an vther honſe nere, but the Da⸗ 
meltons houſe, quhilke is about a ſtonis 
caſt diſtant, and that allo ſtoode voyde, 
Thether remoueth the Archbylchop of 
S. Andzewes, quho alway befoir was 
wout to be lodgit in the inaiſt populous 
pairtes of the towne. He allo watchit 
all that night that the kyng was ſlapne. 
Now J beieche you, ſitch pou can nat 
wyth pour epes, pet at the leaſt wyth 
Pour mindes behalde, a honſe quhiloms 
ot anid Pꝛieſts, amang grauis, betwene 
the rumes of twa temples „ it ſelle allo 
ruinous, neere to the theefts haunt, & it 
tcife æreceiter of theetis, nat farre from 
the lot and garriſoun of hys enempes 
that ſtoode right oner againſt the doe, 
by quhilke il any man ſhould flye out, he 
conld nat eſcape thair 1 
| nly- 


ulment. The verpſhape ofthis plate 
quhen pe tonltper im pont initide,quben 
de heare ofthe rimmes N 
or dead men, lurking coiners of theefis. 
hothelhouſes of harlotes, doch nat, I 
ſay, nat the houſe onely., but alſo encry 


inilchiefe and trecherie? Semeth here 
a king to haue gone into ahouſe fot lod⸗ 
ging, oꝛ to be thzaſt into a den of thefis? 
was not that deſolate waſtneſſe, that 
vnhauntit place abil of it ſelt to put ſims 
ple men in leare, to make wiſer men ſit- 
ſpitious, to gene naughty me ſhꝛewd 


vnwonkit repamte into thoſe pairtes, 
and warching all night in maner harde 
at hys gate? Nithy choſe he now thys 
platte foz his lodging againſt hys foꝛz⸗ 
iner vlage? The houſe, ye will ſay, was 
23 his bzothers honſe, and 


mare tothe kynges lodging. It was 
empty lo 5 before, auh rs FR ne⸗ 


ter there befoir:Quhy foꝛſooke you the 
popiilotts places in the hart ok the citie 
md nenkeneſſe to the Lonrt, and thu 
pour ſelfe in a deſolate comer ? quhat 
one 'quhat commoditte; quhat plea⸗ 
2 e e ee 
meaning that you beyng ane that euer 
had bene a gredy belt of popular 
kame, and catcher of courtiers 
baptes of gude chere nom wald ol dur 
* L.f, awne 


pairt neare about itſecme to pꝛoclaimt 


octaſtotts: Quhat ment his enempes 


awne. accozde- goe hide pour Cele in x 
blynde hole out ofall companic and re- 
loꝛt ? that you ont raither ouerwhelmit 
than laden with plentie of benefi 
went thether to delite your hart in the 
ruines of temples 2 But bee it that 
pour comming thether was but 
channce, and that pou had ſoine cauſes 
to goe thether , though nat trew, pet 
ſomequharlikely , Quhat meant your 
vnwontit watching all night 2 quhat 
meant the fearefull murmuring ot pour 
ſeruautis that night, quhom pet in that 
publike tumult pou commaundit, nat 
ones to ſtirre out of dozes ? But quhat 
cauſe had they to goc out? was it to haif 
vnderſtanding of the matter quhairof 
pour ſcife were an auto and deniſer! 
no, fo out of your awne watch _ 
vou heard with your cares the noſe 
the ruine, you law the ſmoke and aſhes 
with pour eyes. you dꝛanke vp the ioy 
thereofin pour hart, and the ſauoꝛ ofthe 
gunnepouder pou in maner ſnuffed vp 
at pour nole . ÞPcrhappes pou meant to 
ſend out ſome to recemc thaim that fled, 
but you law no inan flee. And therc- 
foze the lightes that were ſerne ont of 
the hyeſt part of your houſe all the night 
long as vpon the lucky ending ol 
the thing that you lookit fot, euen then 
ſodenly put out. 

But let vs return to the King. Thay 

thought 


ngde it nat enongh to haue ſet opin 
the poſterne in the wall, to ict in thickis 
„noꝛ to haue ſet an ambnſh be⸗ 
ſoir the doe, that none ſhauld eſchaipe, 
but alſwa thay kept wyth thain ſelfis 
the kapts of twa dots, the one of the 
lower roome quhare thay had vnder⸗ 
mynit the wall, and fillit the holes with 
gunpowder, and the vther ofthe vpper 
roome.that the murderaris might come 
to the Ring in hys bed. Than of theis 
few ſernanntis that he had, they with⸗ 
new the greiter number, beyng ſic as 
wer befoir ſet about him nat ſa mikle 
to do him ſeruice, as to be ſpyes of hys 
letretes, and carp newis to the Quene. 
The laſt that was lefte, one Haunder 
Duraine.,quhen he could finde no rea⸗ 
ſonable excuſe to depairt, was thꝛuſt out 
by the Queue her ſelfe. Sche in the 
meane time, meaning not to fayle in 
playmg hyꝛ pairt, quhile Both well is in 
| preparing the tragical ſtage foꝛ the mur⸗ 

der, daplp viſitcth the Ring: hys heart 
paſſionit with lone ſometime ſche com⸗ 
fozteth with Cwecte pꝛomiſis, ſometime 
(che vexeth with bꝛawlinges, and ſtylt 
kepeth his witte occupyit wpth ſulpiti⸗ 


dunis, and rightly repꝛeſentith in acti⸗ 
on the Poeres fable, quharin is faynit, 
that dꝛometheus his liner daily grows 
ing to ſufſice to new toꝛmentes, is dau 
mawin and tperit 1 by 1 
92 
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Foz after the veray ſaun manner ſome. 
time ſche cheriſheth and refreſhith the 
ſillp p ng gentleman, to none vther end 
ut that he may; haif lyfe remapning to 

uffer moe ſoꝛowis. t. 

Now J| beſcech you euerp one thinke 
with pour ſeltis vpon the freſh duing of 
the tact, how mens hartis were mouit, 
quhen euin now theis thingis can not 
be heard repoꝛtit without mdignarion, 
There was ponidit by the maiſt wickit 
man in the wald, by hys ene mie, bp his 
wiefis aduoutrer, a houſe in maner ſe⸗ 
uerit from all haunt ol men, fitter fo a 
(claughter houſe, than foz mans dwel- 
ling: it is pzouidit foꝛ a yong gentil⸗ 
man, vnpꝛouident by youth, caſieto be 
trappit in treaſoun by lone, ſpoplit of 
hys ſeruauntes, foꝛſaken of hys frendis: 
a houle (A ſap) tozne, ſolitarie, on cucry 
ſyde not onelp nat cloſe, but alſwa opin 
to paſſe though, the kapes therof in his 
encincis cuſtodie, no man lefte within 
but a pong man nat pit reconerit of licks 
neſſe, and an auld man feble by age, and 
twa ſtrangeris vnacquaintit with the 
places, matter, and perſons, no man 
dwelling neire but hys enemeis and 
thiefis . But as faz danger of thiefis the 
gude foꝛccaſting woman had well pꝛo⸗ 
uidit, fo2 ſche had lett hun na thing to 
allure a thief withall: and as fox hys c- 
nemeis, lche had appointed tham — be 


but lukers on, and nat pairtplapers in 
this tragedie: but the gloꝛie of the fact 
ſche reſeruidto hyꝛ ſelfand Bothwell. 

Quhat in the meane time doth the 
Nuencs grcit caretulneſſe: quhat mea⸗ 
neth hir vnwontit reſoꝛt? quhat hir ma⸗ 
licious, and not obſequious diligence? 
Sche viliteth him daily, ſche pꝛolongith 
hir talke with hym manp houris toge⸗ 
ther, twa nightis ſche reſteth in a lower 
chamber vnder him, gif giltie conſcience 
of maiſt hapnous duingis can from toꝛ⸗ 
mentis of furies ſuffer that outragious 
hart to reſt at all. Sche fearit perdie, leſt 
i the lower place of the houſe were left 
emptie, the nopſe of the vnderminers 
woꝛking, and of the bzingers in of the 
powder, ſhauld bzing ſome of the ſer⸗ 
nantes in ſome ſuſpitioun of treachery; 
Beſpde that ſche had a minde to ſee the 
thing done her ſelfe rather then to com⸗ 
mit it to the truſt of any vther. She had 
a deſire to take a foꝛetaſt ofthe iope to 
tome, and quhen ſche could nat wyth 
hir earis, pit at leiſt with hir hart to con⸗ 
ceiue afoꝛehand the fp2e . the {moke , the 
powder, the cracke of the houſe falling. 
the fearefull troubill, the tumulte, the 
contulc diſmayedncſle of the doers , the 
thietis,and the pepill. All thingis thus 
pꝛeparit fo that dolefull night. then enz 
treth ſche into the laſt care of hir gude 
fame: ſche endeuourithto dinert all ſu⸗ 

ä .. ij. ſpi⸗ 


fpictounts from hir, che goeth to hir 
Huſband, ſche kiſſeth him, [che geuerh 
him a ring fot pledge of hir lone, ſche 
talketh withhimmairloningly then ſhe 
was wont to do, and pzonulſeth mair 
largelic,ſche fapnith that ſche hath greit 
care of his health, and pit her compani⸗ 
eng with hir adulter ſche ſurceaſcih nat. 
Thay that mair nerely notit theſe 
thyngis , pꝛognoſticatit na gude thyng 
to come. Foz how mekle the greater to⸗ 
kens that the Quene ſhewit of reconti⸗ 
ttt affcctioun, ſo mekle the mair crueliit 
dyd cucry man in his hart fozeconcciue 
of all hir intentions. Foz cis quhenſe 
tommeth that ſodein chaunge: Quhenſe 
coinmeth ſa great a care foʒ hym quhom 
ſht had popſonit but the moncth befor, 
quho im euin lately ſche nat onelp wiſhit 
dead but alſwa deſirit to lee hym dye, 
quhoes death ſche ſet hir brother, yea 
baith hir bꝛethꝛen, to pꝛocure, and ſche 
like a mayſter of miſchef thꝛuſt forth the 
kyng to fight, and hir ſelfe in the meant 
tyme pꝛeparit fo2 his buriall2 Not pad a 
fow mouethes befoir.ſche hir ſelfe was 
delirous to dye, bpcauſe ſhe lothed to ſet 
the king alyue. QAuhenſe commeth now 
this ſodeine care foꝛ his health 2 J luke 
ſhe ſhold ſay ſhe was reconcilit to him, 
were you reconcilit to your huſband, 
quhom you ſent away into p deſert, that 
camp of furies as the oct — 


CT ON OTE 0-2-7" 8 


quhom among bzothcllhouſes of hars 
lottes, among beggers cotages, among 
theifes lurkyng holes, you pꝛeparit a 


houſe la open to paſſe tough that yon 


left therin mair entries then men to (hue 
them? pou that allurit and aqemblit rut⸗ 
ſians to his ſlaughter, and theifes to his 
ſpople 2 pou that dꝛoue away hys ſer⸗ 
nantes that ſhold haue defendit his life: 
you that thꝛuſt hym out nakit, alone, 
dnarmit among theifes to be flayne? 
quhen in all this miſerable ſtate of your 

» Your adulterer in the meane 
tyme dwelt in your palace, daply haun⸗ 
tit your chamber, day a night all doozes 
wer open fo2 hym , quhile pour pooze 
huſband barred from al commpanie ofthe 
nobilitie, his ſeruants foꝛbiddt᷑ to come 


it hym oꝛ ſent away from him. was foꝛ⸗ 


laken and thzuſt awap into ſolitarie de⸗ 
ert foz a mockyng ſtocke, and J wald 
to God it had ben foꝛa mockyng ſtocke 
onely 2 Ok his vther ſeruantes N en⸗ 
quire nat. N do nat curiouſly queſtioun 
why thay went away, why thay then 
— fozloke the kyng , quhen he 

efelp neded thair helpe and ſeruice, 
quhen he was newly recouerit, quhen 
he began to go abzode and had none 
vther companie. Of Sawnder Durain 
Jcan nat kepe ſilence, quhom you had 
fozhis keper and your ſpie.Quhat was 
there foz hym to eſpie ? was there any 

L. iiij. thyng 


thyng for him to biyng newes of toay 
honeſt matrone;louyng to hir duſband, 
faithfull in wedlocke , and fearekull ofa 
partener ofhisloue? Fearit ſhe leaſt he 
a pongman, beautikull, and a king. ſhold 
caſt wanton epes vpon ſome vther wo⸗ 
man in her abſcnce ? Ma Bod wor. For 
that was it that ſhe maiſt deſired. Fox 
ſche hir ſelfe had pꝛactiſit to allure! hin 
thereto befoir, ſhe hir ſclf had offrit hym 
the occaſions, and ot hir ſelfe ſhewit him 
the meancs. This was it that moſt gre⸗ 
nit hir quhile ſhe was ſekpng caͤnſes of 
diuoꝛce, that ſhe couid nat finde in hym 
ſa mekle as any ſclender ſuſpicioun of 
adulterie. wp then were ſpies fct a⸗ 
bout hym to watch him? was it not that 
nonc of the nobilitie, none ok his ſer⸗ 
nantes, noꝛ anp ſtranger at alt hond 
tone at hym that na man ſhould ſpeake 
with him that might diſcloſe the treaſon 
and warne hym ok his daunger? This 
ſame very n 
ſaneth. quhen ſhe goeth abont to Rill hir 
buſbande 2 how late ſche ſeudeth hym 
away quhen the reſfe were gone. 
euen at the very point of hir huſbandes 
death, quhen ſhe had now na mair nede 
of eſpialles: Foz the day befoir the mur⸗ 
der connnittit, there was none ofthe 
miniſters that were pꝛiuie of hir fecret 
tounſels left behinde but onely Sawn- 
der. De quhen he law that ni — 


dolefullthen ſhamefull to appꝛoche. pꝛe⸗ 
parcth, as hymſeite thought. a fine ſuttle 
excuſe to be abſent, ſo as rather chaunce 
might ſeme to haue dꝛiuen him out then 
he him ſelfe willingiy to haue fozſaken 
his maiſter. De putteth fire in his awne 
bedſtraw -, and quhen the flame ſpꝛed 
further, he made an outcrie, æ thꝛew his 
beddyng halfe ſingit out of the Kyngis 
chamber. But the next dap quhen that 
cxcule ſeruit nat ſa handſomly as he de⸗ 
lirit, foꝛ that in the Quenis hearpng, the 
kyag very iwetely entreatit him nat to 
leaue him alone that night, and alſwa 
deſirit hun to lye with him ſeife, as he 
had often vlit to do, foz the kyng entier⸗ 
ly louit hym aboue all the reſt, Sawu⸗ 
der in perplexitie wanting quhat to an⸗ 
ſwere, addit to his firſt excuſe frare of 
lickneſſe. and pꝛetendit, that foꝛ commo- 
dious takyngofphiltke foꝛ his health he 
wald lye in the town. Quhen this wald 
nat pet ſerue him, the Quene addit hir 
authoꝛitie and told the kyng that he dyd 
nat wel to kepe the pongman with him 
agatult the oꝛder of his health, and ther⸗ 
with ſche turnit to Saunder, & bad him 
goe quhair was beſt foʒ hym: and tozth=" 
with as ſone as the woꝛd was ſpokẽ he 
went his wap. J will nat here. pꝛeciſeip 
trace out alli the — — the wickit 
dopnges. Nouther will I curiouſip en⸗ 
(ure , whether that fozmer dayes tier 
Ver happen:t by caſualt ie oz kindlit by 
1 kraude 


kraude. Neither will J aſke why he thae 7 
had ſa oft ben receiuit to lye in p kyngig 
awn bed, doth now this only uight ſpe- 
cially refiſſe it. Let vs ſuppole that ſick⸗ 
nes was p cauſe therot. This onelp ane 
thing Jaſke, quhat kinde of ſickenes it 
was, that came vpõ him at the very in⸗ 
ſtant, © befoir moꝛning lett him agapne 
without any philitions Hhelpe , and 
quhairot neither afoir, noz ſince, noz at 
that pꝛelent, there neuer appearit any 
token 2 And J truſt, though he hold his 
peace, ye all ſufficiently vnderſtand it. 
In the man giltp in conſcience of the 
miſcheuous intentioun, fcare of death 
ouertame regard ot dutie , Mad it nat | 
bene that Saunder : befoir time a ſpie | 
talcbearcr,,now a fozſaker and betraper 
of his maiſter, was ioynit to hir in pꝛi⸗ 
uitie ot aii theſe wickit doinges, wald 
nat the Quene la cruell in ali the reſt. 
haue founde in hir hart to beſtow that 
ane ſacrifice vpon hir huſbandis fune⸗ 
rallis 2 Quhile theſe thpugis were in 
doing, the night was farre paſt, « my 
Lady Kerele a lnſly valiant ſoldiar, bes 
foir ligne geuen cummeth foꝛth into the 
field out of array, abꝛoad ſche gocth, 
getteth hir to Dozſcbacke, and though 
ſche were ſomewhat atrapd, as ane that 
fozcknew of the ſtoꝛme to cum, pit ſche 
fate ſtill on hozſebacke tarping foꝛ the 
Nuene, but pit a gude pzetie way from 
the houle. In the meanc tyme Paris 
cum⸗ 


cummeth, & then the communicatiour 
bzakc, and they roſe to depart. Foz by 
and by vpon ſight of him came to hir re⸗ 
membzance that haynous offence that 
without great pꝛopitiations coulde nat 
be purgit, foꝛſoth that the Quene had 
nat dauncit at the wedding feaſt of Se= 
baſtian the minſtrell and vile ieſter, that 
ſche ſate by hir huſband quho had nat pit 
fully reco uerit his health, that at the 
banquet of hir domeſticall paraſite ſche 
had nat plaped the dauncing ſkit. A 
matter ſureip wozthy of excuſe. Bnt 
quhat ſhould ſhe cls do? ſche muſt nedes 
goe as ſone as ſche ſaw Paris, foꝛ ſa it 
was agreit, and ſomequhatimuſt neides 
be pꝛetendit. How happenit it that the 
vrher nightis betoir quhen ſche went a= 
way earlyer., ſche made na excuſe at all. 
and now hir departure about midnight 
muſt nedes haif an excuſe allegit? But 
beitſa . Coulde (che remember na bet- 
ter excuſe than Sebaſtians wedding? 
Ho no, I ſay to the contrary that if ſche 
had left the wedding of hir awne natu⸗ 
tall bzothcr , oꝛ hir aſter, to viſite hit 
hulband though but a Kttle crafed, {che 
gad had a iuſt cxcuſe beforr all men ia to 
do. Quhat if iche had done the laime 
kindnes foz the kyng being nat hir hul⸗ 
band, oz fo2 any vther ot the nobilitie: 
Js Sebaſtians wedding of ſic a value, 
that a matking daunce thereat is to be 

| .. pe- 


p2eferrit befoir wiuely dutie and love: |: 
But ſurely iu this curious excuſing and 
pꝛetendit ſoꝛrow of neglectit dytie, 
ſomequbat lieth hidden, and pit nat {a | 
Hidden but that it appeareth through 
the cloſure. This onirmickle pꝛeciſenes 
of diligẽce. in extuſing quhair na nede 
is, haith ſome ſuſpicioun of ſome ſecrit 
miſchicke that yon. are loth to haue dil⸗ 
tlolit, and the ſlightneſſc ef the excuſe, 
encreaſcth the ſuſpitioun, ſpecially quhe 
there were vther matters enow that ſhe 
- might better haue allegit. But let vs 
admit y excuſe, ſith p queue hir ſelfhath 
thought it reaſonabill. Quhcther then 
gocth ſche ? Txeigyt into hir chamber. 
Quhat doth ſche next? werpit wyththo 
Bayes trauaill and the nights watching 
goeth ſche to bed: no, but ſche kalleth to 
talking with Bothwell firſt almaiſta- | 
lone, and aftcrwart alone altogcther, 
Quhat talke ſhe had, p matter it ſelf de⸗ 
clareth. Foz Bothwell after that he had 
put of his clothes as if he wald haue 
gone to bed, byandby putteth on vther 
apparell. Going to do the deid, he wald 
nat be knawen. J like well the mas po⸗ 
licie. But his wap was to got through 
the watch. Dere J marueil at hys mad⸗ 
neſſe. But mens wittes beſet with gil- 
tineſſe of miſchiefis, do commonly be⸗ 
wap thannlclfis by their awne in⸗ 
tonſtaucie, and binde to all vther 
Bone thingts 


thingis, do ſce onely that quhilk chap 
haue bent.thair mynde vnto. Quhat he 
did, the kingis deith, hys awne run⸗ 
ning awap, the confeſſioun of the gilty 
perſons, & vther thingis that folowit 
the murder, do declaire , After the great 
vpꝛoꝛe in the towne abont it, he as ane 
vtterlp ignoꝛant of all, returneth tho⸗ 
rough the ſaime watch to bed. QAuhen 
nopſe of the ruine had fillit all menus 
tares, and thecracke of it had ſhaken ail 
the houſes, onely the Quene intentiue 
to expectatioun of the chaunce and 


bzoade awake, hearcth nathyng at 


all, and Bothwell heareth nathpng. 
O marueilous deifneſſe! All vther tho⸗ 
rongh out the towne, as manp as were 
awake were aflrapit, and as many as 
ſlept wer awakit. At the lai Bothwell 
ryleth agayne, and in one ſeif enterlude 
ſodenly ſhifting his part from the Poet 
beõmeth a meſſenger, he runneth to y 
Quene, and thether rcſozt alſwa vther 
that lodgit in the palace. To ſome the 
matter ſcemit true, to ſome fapnic „ to 
ſoine inarucilons , Quhat doti the 
Quene the quhiles: Quhat ſhonlo ſche 
do: She temperately bꝛooketh hir gude 
lucke , ſche reiteth ſwecily till the next 


day at noone. Vit the dap kolowing, to 


obſerue decozum and comelp conueni⸗ 
ence in hir pairt without marring the 
play, (che connterfeiteth a mourniug, 
M. ii. auhilke 
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quhilke pit nepther hir topfulnes dwel⸗ 
ling withall in hart ſulfreth. lang to be 
faymt, noz ſchaime permitteth to be 
quholy neglectit. Theis thingis thug 
 Tyingopin befoir your epes, thus pal⸗ 
pable with handis, thus faſt empꝛentit 
m mens earis and knowledge, ſtande 
we pit in enquiring foꝛ the authoꝛ of the 
murder, as though it were donbtfull: 
But ye ſap, the Quene denpith it? what 
denpith ſche: Foꝛſooth that ſche did the 
murder: as though there were (a greit 
à difference if ye be the authoꝛ oz the ex⸗ 
ecutoꝛ, git ye commaund it 02 commit it, 
Sche gaue hir counlell, hir furtherance, 
hir power and authozitic to the duing 
of it. Neither is the cauſe vnknawin 
quhy ſche did it, euin that the ſaim filthy 
mariage with Bothwell might be ac- 
compliſhit . Though all which argu⸗ 
mentis and ſa many wttneſlts of thame 
that wer pꝛiuie to it fayhit, pit by hit 
awin teſtimonie, by hir awin letters it 


mult neidis be conkeſſit . And though 


all vther thingis wantit , theſe things 
that folowit the murder do plainly de⸗ 
clare the doer,namely, that at p flaugh- 
ter of hir huſband ſhe ſoꝛrowit nat, but 
quictly reſtit as after a gay entcrpule 
well atchieuit: that ſche inonrnit nat, 
but in mauer openlp ioped: that ſche 
could abide not onely to luke vpon his 
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that ſche ſecretly inthe night burpit him 
without kiznerall pompe, (o2 rather hid 
him like a khief: foz that ſame ſo incon⸗ 
ſtant counterfeiting of mourning did 
plainly bewzay it ſelfe. Foz quhat ment 
that remouing to Hetons: quhy ſhon⸗ 
ned lche the townis reſozt and peoples 
epes2 was it becauſe ſche was aſchamit 
to mourne openly? oz becauſe ſche could 
nat wel cloke hir top? oz ſecretip to giue 
hir ſelt all to ſoꝛow: Mo, fo: at Sctous 
ſche thꝛew away all hir dilguiſit perſo⸗ 
nage of inourning, ſche went daily into 
the fieldes amongruffians, and nat ons 
ly reſoꝛtit to hir foꝛmer cuſtome, but al- 
ſwa affectit to exerciſe manly paſtimes, 
and that among men and opinlp. So 
lightly ſche deſpiſit the opinioun and 
ſpeich of her countrep . But J beſhꝛew 
that lame Kiligree,and that ſatin Mon⸗ 
ſieur de Lroc,that came vpon hir ſa vn⸗ 
ſcaſonablp, and ſchewit to vther hy; 
tounterkeited perſon vnnilozid. Foz, 
had not they bene, many thingis that 
were pone might haif bene denpit, ma⸗ 
ny thingis might hair bene handſomely 
lapnit, and mikle the matter might haut 
bene holpen by foꝛgit rumouris. 

But they will ſay thare was a ſoleinn 
enquirie fo the murder. Fozſooth by 
Bothwell him ſelfe pꝛincipallp, and by 


ſoine vther that than labonred, and pit 


t this dap do labour to deliuer the pers 
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ſons gutie thereof, from puniſchement 
of law, and do now plainly ſhew quhac 
they than {ecreitly meant. But wyth 
quhat viligence, with quhat vpzighr ſe⸗ 
neritie was that enquirie handlit? A 
few pooze ſaules the nexte dwelling 
neighbourts ro the Ringis lodging be⸗ 
ing callit, neither durſt teil quhat thay 
had ſeene and heard, and git thay tou⸗ 
chit any thing neir the matter, cyther 
they wer with feare put to ſtlence.o! di⸗ 
ſpiſit as ot na credite 2 the wiler ſoꝛt of 
them durf{ not offende Bothwell that 
fate amongthe Judges. Ane oz twa of 
the Ringꝛs ſeruantis that eſchapit the 
Hulchaunce, wer examinit quhilk way 
the murderarꝛs came in. Foꝛſoth, ſayit 
thay, we had not the kayes. Quho then 
had them? It was aunſwerit that the 
Quene had them. So began the ſecrets 
of che Court to bꝛeak out. Then was 
enquiric adioꝛnit, & ncuer recontinum. 
Quhat can be mote ſcuere and vpꝛight 
then this enquirie 2 & pit they pꝛeuailn 
nathing by it. Foꝛ quhat the examincts 
wald haif had kent ſecret; that the pepill 
cryit out opinly:that quhyilk they ſupꝛel⸗ 
ſit, burſteth foꝛth: that quhilk they cioke 
in lecreit, bꝛeaheth out into bꝛoad light. 
But there was a pꝛoclamation ſet forth, 
with pardon ofthe fact and pꝛomiſc of 
rewart to him that wald vtter it. Why: 
qugo had ben ſa mad, that he durſt in la 
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manifeff perilt oł᷑ his lite beare witnefle 
02 gene intoꝛ mation agapnſt the iudges 
tham ſelues in quhoes power lay hys 
lyfe and his death ? It was likely foꝛ⸗ 
ſothe, that they quhilk had murderit a 
kyng,wald ſparc hun that (hold diſcloſe 
y murderer, (ſpecially quhen all men ſaw 
that the enquirie of the kingis ſlaughter 
was quite onutrit, and the vther engui⸗ 
ric ſeucrely purſun concernyng bukes 
accuſing the laughter”: what mauer of 
ingement it was quhairby Bothwell 
was acquttit,you haue heard. Fozſorhr 
by hym ſelfe pꝛocurit, the iudges by 
him ſeife choſen,the atculers by him leit 
ſuboznit, la wfuil accuſers fob den to 
be pzeſent-vuleſſe thay wald yeld thait 
thotes to thair enemies weapons: 
the alſile apointit nouther to a dap ac⸗ 
toꝛdyng to the law ok the land, noꝛ after 
tho maner of the contrep, noꝛ to enquire 
of the murder of the kyng ; but ol fied 
murder as was allegu to de committit 
the day befoir that the king was ſlapno. 
Here quhen Bothwell bp his krend ſhip 
and power, and the Quene by player's 
thieatenings tranailir wird the indges, 
do xvu now expect quhat ſentence mei 
_ tholen agaynſt law, and agaynſbthe tu⸗ 
ſtoine of the land haut pꝛonouncede In 
thair iugement thay touchit the mater 
nathpug at all: oncip his thap haue dos 
clarit, that it was — tugement, 
. 2.1. in 
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in this that with aue ſpeciall pꝛoteſtati⸗ 
oun thay pꝛouidit, that it ſhould nat be 
pꝛeiudieiall to than in tyme to come. 

Then, that all men might vnderftand 
what it was that thay ſought by (word, 
fire, and poiſoun, thay iuinble vp ma: 
riagesS:0one is diuoꝛcit. an vther is conc 
plit, and that in ſic poſting ſpede as thay 
might ſcant haue haſtit to furniſh a tri⸗ 
tun ph of ſome noble victoꝛie. Pet that in 
thoſe vnlawfull weddinges, ſome ſhew 
of lawſull ozder might be obſeruit, the 
gudcly banes were opcnly pzoclamit, 
Fo? publiſhyng wherotthough the Si 
niſter of the Kirk were thzetenit with 
death if he did it not, vrt at the tyme of 
his publiſhyng, hym ſelfe openly pꝛote⸗ 
ſed that he knew cauſe of exceptioun 
why that inariage was nat lawful. But 
in ſic a multitude aſſemblit , how few 
wer thay that knew it nat? ſith all could 
well remember that Bothwell had then 
alyue twa wines alredy not pet dino} 
cit, and the thyꝛd nouther lawfully ma⸗ 
rijt no2 o2derlp diuoꝛcit. But that was 
nat it that was intendit, to obſerue the 
ecremonies of lawful ozdcr,but(as thay 
vie to do in enteriudes )thay pzouidits 
certain ſhew oz diſguiſit counterfayting 
of commoun vſage. Foz he that hath ol 
bzoken all humane lawes, and hath cal 
.away all conſcience and religion, could 
eaſtly neglect the conrſe of RO 

3,43 0 


Now I ſuppole J haue bꝛetelp de⸗ 
darit ( in reſpect ofthe greatneſſe of the 
mater )and pet perhaps in mair woꝛdes 
then nedit ( the plapnneſſe of the pꝛoues 
conſidcrit)of quhat purpoſe , by quhat 
tonnſell, and vpon quhat hope, that hai⸗ 
nous murder was attẽptit, with what 
cruelty it was executit, by quhat tokens, 
aduertiſeinents, teſtimonies, and letters 
of the Quene hir ſelfe the whole mater 
is pꝛouit, and ſa plainly pꝛouit, that it 
map be as openly ſeene as if it lay befoir 
your eyes: pet will J ſhew fourth the 
teſtimonie ot the hale pepill „ quhilk 
thinke woꝛthp nat to be neglectit. Fox 
ſcuerall men do commounly deceiue & 
ar deteiuit by vther, but na mã deccueth 
all men, noz is deceiuit by all. This te- 
ſtimonie ot the pepill is this. Quhen at 
the Quents going abzode amang the 
pepill, the greateſt pairt of the comm60s 
were wont to make acclamations, wi⸗ 
ching hir well and happily with lic ſpe= 
ches as either luif enkoꝛceth oz flatterie 
muenteth : now at hir going after the 
kingis laughter to the caſtell through y 
thieke and maiſt populous ſtrete of the 
towne, there was all the wap a ſad glũ⸗ 
ming ſilence. And quhen ane woman 
alone of the multitude had crpit Bod 
lane the Quene, an vther by and by ſa 
ctyit out as all inen might heare hir, 
S2 be it ro euery ane as thay haif deſeruit. 

H. i. Aibr- 


thinke that ſa hozrib 


Albeit theſe thingis were thus done 
as A haue declairit, pet there arc fsme 
that ſtick nat to ſay that the Quene was 
nat onelp hardly but alſo cruelly dealt 
with, that after ſa deteſtabiil a fact ſche 
was remouit fromregiment:and quhen 
thay canat deny the fact, thap complaine 
of the puniſhment. J do nat thynke 
there will be any man ſa/ſchameleſſe to 

| il atact Sught to 

haue na puniſhment at all. But it thay 
complapne of thegrenonineſle of the pe⸗ 
naltie, J feare leaſt to all gude men we 
map ſeeme nat to haue done ſa gently x 
- temperatelp as looſely and negligently, 
that haue layde ſa light a peinc vpon an 
offence ſa hainous and ſic as was neuer 
heard o befotr. Foꝛ quhat can be done 
cruelly againſt the authoz of (a outragi⸗ 
ous a deid, quhairiu all lawes of Bod 
and man are violate, deſpilit, æ in ma- 
ner wholy extinguichit? Euerp ſcucrall 
offence hath his puniſtment bauh 
by Bod and man appointit: and as 
there be certaine degreis of euul demes, 
ſa are there alſo encreaſes in the quanti⸗ 
ties of puniſymentis. If one haue killit 
ama, it is a deid of it ſelf very hapnous, 
Quhat if he haue killit his fainiliar 
frend2 quhat if his father? quhat if in one 
fowle fact he hath ioynit ali theſe offer- 
ces together? Surely ot ſic a ane, ney- 
ther tan his lite ſuffice loꝛ impoſin + n0} 
Ws 


hys body fo2 bearing, noz the Judges 

policie fox inuenting payne enough fo2 
him. Quhilke of theſe faultes is nat cõ⸗ 
pulit in thys offence? J omit the ineane 
commoun matters, the murdering of a 
young gentleman, an innocent, hir coũ⸗ 
triman, hir kinſman, hir familiar, and 
hir couſin germane . Let vs alſo excuſe 
the fact if it be poſſible . She vnadui⸗ 
lily, a poungwoman, angry, offcndit, 
and ane of great innocencie of lpfe tyll 
this time, hath Claine a lewde poung⸗ 
man, an adulter, an vnkinde huſband & 
acruel king. If nat any ane, but all thele 
reſpectes together, were in this matter, 
they ought nat to auaile to ſhift of all 
puniſhment, but to raple ſome pitic of 
the cate . But quhat {ap pou that none 
o theſe thingis can la mickle as be faiſly 
hietendit? T he fact it ſelſe, ot it ſelte is 
odious:in a woma, it is monſtrous:in a 
wife nat once ip exceſſinelp louit, but aifo 
maiſt zelouſty honozit, it is vncredibilt: 
and beyng cõmittit againſt hym quhocs 
age crauit pardon, quhocs hartp affec⸗ 
noun requirit loue, quhole nighneſſe of 
kinrit aſkit reuerence, quhoſe mnocencie 
might haif deſernit fauour , vpon that 
poungman J lay, in quhom there is nat 
la mickle as allegit any iuſt cauſe of of- 
fence, thus to execute and ſpend, yea to 
erceede ali toꝛmẽtis duc to all offences, 
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in quhat degree of crueltie ſhall we ac⸗ 
compt it: But let thele thingis auaple 
iu vther perſonis to rayſe haitrit. to 
bring puniſhment, and to make exam⸗ 
ples to poſteritie. But im this calc let vs 
beare mickle wyth hir pouth, mickle 
with hir nobilitie.mickle with the name 
of a Pꝛince. As foꝛ mynt awnepait J | 
ain nat ane that thinke it alway gude to 
vie extreme ſtrictneſſe of lawe , na 
nat in pꝛiuate, meanc, & commoun per- 
fonts. But in a maiſt hamons miſdced, | 
to diſſolue all foʒce of law, and quhair is 
na meaſure ol ill doing, there to deſcend 
beneath all meaſure in puniſying, were 
the way to the vndoing ok all lawes, 
the ouerthꝛow of all humaine ſocictie, 
But in this ane Hozribill act is fic a 
hochepot of all abhominabill doingis, 
ſic an egerneſſe ok all outragious cruels 
tie, ſic a foꝛgetfulneſſe of all natural af- 
fectioun, as nathing mair can befaynit 
oꝛ imaginit. J omit all fozmer matters, 
J will nat curiouſiy enquire vpon pzin⸗ 
cis doingis, J will nat wey thaun by 
the cõmoun brame. J will nat reſtrame 
thaim to commoun degreis of duties. 
If there be any thing that without great 
offence map be paſſit ouer, A will glad⸗ 
lp leaue it vnſpoken of . If there be am 
thing that may receiue excuſe, either by 
reſpect ofage, oꝛ of womankinde, yea 
92 of vnaduiſitnes, I will nat MP i, 
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And to oner all thereff, twa hays 
nous o s there be, that neither ac⸗ 
coding to thair —— fully = 
it, noꝛ accoꝛding to thair outrage be 
—— puniſhit, I meane the vio⸗ 
lating of matrimonie, and of Nopall 
maieſtie. Foz matrimonie (as the A⸗ 
poſfle ſayth) doth truely cõteine a great 
miſterie. Foz as being oblcruit, it com- 
puſcth within it all inferioz kindes of 
duties, ſa being bꝛoken it ouerthꝛoweth 
thaim all. Quho ſo hath miſuſit his fa⸗ 
thar, ſemeth to haue caſt out of hys hart 
all naturall reuerence: butfoz the hul⸗ 
bandis ſake, anc ſhall leane baith father 
and mother. Of all vther duties the de⸗ 
greis oz like obſeruancis, either are nat 
at all in bzute crraturis, oz nat ſa playne 
to be diſcernit: but omatrimoniall loue 
there is almaiſt na liuing creature that 
hath nat ſome feling . This miſterie 
therefoir qnho ſo nat anely violateth,. 
but alſo deſpiſeth , he doth nat ouer- 
_ all the foundations of humayne | 
owſchip, but as mickle as in him 
lyeth, dillolueth and confoundeth all oꝛ· 
der of nature. Quhoſoeuer, J do nat ſay 
hurteth the king that is the true image 
of Bod in earth, but lapeth hym wyth 
e and vnwontrt ſoꝛt ot crueltie, ſa 
as the vntemperãt and vncredibill out⸗ 
ragtonlnes is nat contentit with ſimple - 
lozment, ſemeth he nat, as mickle as in 
H. iiij. hun 
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him lyeth,to haue a deſire to pull God 
out ot heauen? Quhat refuge haue thay 
then left themleltis to mercic that in ſa⸗ 
tiſtying their luſt of vniuſt hatrit haif ex⸗ 
cedit not only all meaſure of cruelty but 
alſo all likelihode that it can be credible: 

But thep will ſap, we ought to beare 
with and ſpare hy2 nobilitie, dignitie, 
and aige. Be it ſa, gif ſche haif ſparit hun 
in quhom all theis reſpectes were grei⸗ 
ter. oꝛ at leiſt egall. Let the maieſtie of 
ropali name auaple hir. How mikie it 
ought to auaple to Hy2 pꝛeſeruing, hy! 
ſelfe hath ſhewit the example. Map we 
commit our ſatetie to hyꝛ quho a ſiſter 
hath butcherly ſlaughterit hyz brother, 
a wief her huiband,a Quene her King: 
Map wc coinmitte our« fafetie to hyz, 
quhome neuer ſhame rcſtrapnit from 
vuchaſtitie, womankinde from critelty; 
1102 religion from impietie ? Schall we 
beare with hyꝛ age, ſexe, and vnaduiſed⸗ 
neſſe, that without all iuſt cauſis of ha⸗ 
treit, deſpiſit II theis thingis in hyꝛ 
Kinſinan. hir Ring, hy huſband ? Sche 
that hath ſought lic executioun vi hy! 
wꝛongfull wꝛath, quhat ſhall we thinke 
ſche will do being pꝛouoked by repꝛo⸗ 
ches to men nat knit to hyꝛ by kindred, 
ſubiect to hyꝛ pleaſure. not matchit wich 
hyꝛ in egall fellowſchip of lyfe, but pel⸗ 
dit to hyꝛ gouernance, and thꝛall to by! 
toꝛmenting cracltie? quhen rage foꝛ in⸗ 
87 terrup⸗ 


terrupting hy? pleaſure, and ontrage of 
nature ſtrengthenit with armour of li⸗ 
tentious power, ſhall ragingly triumph 
vpon the goods and blude or pooꝛe ſub⸗ 
iectis? Quhat is then the fault quhereof 
we are acculit 2 quhat crueltie haif we 


ſhewit 2 That a woman raging with⸗ 


out meaſure and modeftie ,and abuſing 
to all hyꝛ ſubiectis diſtructioun the foꝛce 
of hyꝛ power that ſche had receyued foz 
theyꝛ ſafety, we hai kept vnder gouer⸗ 
nance of her kinimen and well willing 
frendes: and quhom by right we might 
koꝛ hyz hapnous deides haif executit, hir 
we haif touchit with na vther punilch⸗ 
ment, but oneipreſtraynit hyꝛ trom do⸗ 
ing mair milchick. Foz we depunit hv2 


nat of libertie, but of vnbuideltt licenti⸗ 


onincs of eu duing. Quherin we mair 
feare among all gude men the blaime of 
too mikle lenitie, than among euill inen 
the ſclander of crueltie. 


Theſe were the tauſis that monit 
the Quene to thys mater. Bothwell 
alſo had hys reaſons, quhilk nat a litie 
troublit hys mynde. Foꝛ quhen that 
ſame infamous acquitall rather en- 
treaſit than abatit the ſuſpicioun, and 
the matter coulde nat be alway kept 
O. i. cloſe, 


cloſe, he fleeth to his laſt refuge, to 
obtepne of the quene apardon of all 
hys offences . But quhen by the lawe 
of the land in fic charters of pardon, 
the greatelt offence mult be exp:eſſely 
mentiontit, and the reſt it ſufficit to ins 
clude in general woꝛdes: and expꝛelle⸗ 
ip to confeſſe, the murder of the kyng 
ſemit to ſtand nepther wpth hrs bonoz 
no; wpth his ſafetic: he was dꝛiuen of 
neceſſitie evther to inuent 02 commit | 
ſome viher crime, epther maire gre- | 
uous, 02 at Þ !eaſt as haynous , vnder | 
quhilk the ſclaughter of p kyng might 
lurke in ſhadow of gencrall wozdes 
vnirpzeſlit . Thep could demiſe none 
vther but the ſame counterkait ras 
uiſhment of the Quene, qubair⸗ 
by baith the Quene paouidit 
_ fo2 entoping hir pleaſure 
and Bothwell fog 
bys ſaſctie, 


 Emorandum that in the ca- 
feel of Edenburgh there was 
left bp the Erle Bothwell be⸗ 
foir bis fleing away,and mas 
ſent fo2 by one Geo2ge Dagliſh his 
ſeruant, quho was taken by the Erle 
Moꝛeton, one ſmall gilt cofer nat fully 
ane ſote lang, bepng garniſhit in ſon⸗ 
dꝛy places with the Romaine letter F 
onder ane kpnats crowne, quhairin 
were certaine letters and w2itynges 
well knawin, and by othes to be affir- 
mit, to haue been wzitten with the 
quene ok Scottes awne hand to the 
Erle Bothwell. 
Beide thoſe wꝛitpnges there was 
_ aſwaertant a wzitpng witten in Ko- 
mane hand in Frencb, to be auowit to 
be waitte bp the lard quene of Dcottes 
hir ſelf, beynga pꝛomiſe of mariage to 
the lapd Bothwell: quhilk writyng be⸗ 
png without date , and though ſome 
woꝛdes therein ſeme to the contrary, 
pet is vpon credible groũdes ſuppoſed 
to haue been made and witten by hir 
befair the death of hir huſband, the te⸗ 
noꝛ quhair of thus begynneth. 
Nous Marie par la grace de Dieu: 


&C, 
Oe. Me 


* — — 


We Marie by the grace of God. &c. 


There is alſo ane vther wꝛitpng in 
Scottiſh auowit to be quhollp wzit, | 
ten bythe Erle of Buntley, datit the v. 
of Apꝛill. 1 567. contepning ane fozme 
of contract fo2 mariage betwirt the 
ſapd quene and Erle Bothwell , ſub⸗ 
ſcribit Marie, quhilk is to be auowit 
to be the pꝛoper had ofthe ſapd quene, ' 
and vnderneth it Iames Erle Both- | 
wel, quhilk alſwa is to be anowit to be 
the pꝛoper hand of the ſaid Erle Both⸗ 
Well, at quhilk tyme he was commonly 
defamit of the kyngis laughter and 
nat clcanſit oz acquitit therof befoir 
the rtj.of Apꝛill followpng . The tenoz 
of quhilk contrac here enſueth. 


oA T Seyton the v. dap of Apuiil,the 
pere of Bod. 1557. The richt excel 


lent, richt high & mighty Pꝛinceſſe Ma⸗ 


rp, by the grace of God Quene of Scot- 
tis, cõlidering the place @ eſtait quharin 
alinighty God hes conſtitute hir high- 
nes, And how by the deceſſe of the king 
hir huſband, hir Maieſtie is now deſti⸗ 
uteot ane huſbãd, linyng ſolitary in the 
ſtaite of widohede. In the quhilk kinde 
of lite hyz maieſtie maiſt willingly wald 
con⸗ 


continue, git the weill of hir realme and 
lubiectis wald permit it. But on the v⸗ 
ther pairt conlidering the incõueniencis 
may follow, and the neceſlitie quhilk the 
reale hes that hir Maieſtie be couplit 
with ane huſband, hir highnes heg in⸗ 
clynit to marry. And ſcyng quhat in⸗ 
commoditic may cum to this realme, 
incace hir Maieſtie ſhould ioyne in ma⸗ 
riage with any koꝛein pꝛince of & ſtrange 
natioun, hir highnes hes thoght rather 
better to yelde vnto ane ot hir awin lub⸗ 
iectis . Amangis quhome hir ggaieſtie 
lindis nane maire able no2 indued wytrh 
better qualities than the right noble x 
hir deare couſing James Earle Botb⸗ 
well. æc. Ok quhais thanktfull and trew 
ſeruice hir highnes in all tymes bypaſt 
hes had large pꝛuif and infallible cxpert- 
ence. And ſeing not onely the ſame gude 
mynde conſtatip perſeuering in him, but 
with that ane in ward affectionn & harty 
lmf to wardes hir Maieſtie, hirhighnes 
amangis the reſt hes maid hir chopſe of 
gym. And thairkoꝛe in the preſence of the 
eternall Bod faithfully and in the word 
of ane Pꝛince by theſe pꝛeſentis takes 
the ſapd James Erle Bothwell as hir 
lanchfull huſband , And pꝛomittes and 
obliſſis hir highnes, that how ſone the 
poceſſe of diuoꝛce intentit betuix the 
ſayd Erle Bothwell and Dame Fane 
Bozdon now hys pꝛetenſit ſponſe beis 
O. iij. endit 


endit by the oꝛder of the lawis, hir aa. 

ieſtie (hal God willing thairefter ſchoꝛt⸗ 

ly marry and take the ſapd £#rle to hir 

buſband, and compleit the band of ma⸗ 

trimonp wyth hyin in face of halp kirk, * 

And ſhall neuer marry none vince huſ- 
FItemtothk hand but he onely during his life tune. 
ke, And as hir Maieſtie of hit gracious hus | 
dc. mantitic and pꝛoper motine without de⸗ 
ſeruing ofthe ſayd Erle hes thus indy; 

nit hir kausꝛ and affectioun towardes 
by, de humbly &renerently acknaw⸗ 
ledging y ſame accoꝛding to his baunde 
dewtie, and being as free and able to 
make pꝛoꝛiniſe of mariagec. in reſpect ok 
the ſapd pꝛoceſſe of dinozce intentit fo: 
| duterſe reaſonable cauſes, and that hys 
i ſayd p2etcuſit ſpoule hes thairunto con- | 
t ſentit, he preſently takes hir Maicſhe | 
[| - as his lauchtull ſpouſe in the p2cſence of | 
Bod. And pzomittis and oblifſis hym / 
| as he will auſwere to Hod and vpon | 
| his fidelitie and honoz, that in all dili⸗ 
gence poſſible he (hall pꝛoſecute æ ſetfoꝛ⸗ 
| wart the ſapd pꝛoceũie of diuorce alredy 
| begon and intentit betuix hym and the 
ö ſayd Dame Jane Goꝛdon hys pꝛetenſit 
ſpouſe vnto the finall end of ane decren 
and declaratoz thairin. And incontinent 

thairefter at hir Maieſlies gude wyll 

and pleaſure, and quhen hir highnes 
| thinkes conucnient ſhall compleit and 
ſolcmnizat in face of haly kirk the ſayde 


band 


I ericofDuntlie, and 


tand of matrimony with hir Maleſtie, 
and luif, honoꝛ, and ſerue hir highnes, 


cccoꝛding to the place and honoꝛ that it 


bes plealit hir Maieſtie to accept hymn 
I vnto, And neuer to haue any vther foz 
ys wife during hir aieſties life time. 
In fayth and wuneſſing quhairof hir 
I byghnes @ the ſapd Erle hes ſubſcribit 
I this pꝛeſent faithfull pꝛomiſe with thair 
bandes as followis, dap, peare & place 
F foirſatots, beforrtheſe witnes, Geoꝛge 
| aiſter Thomas 
I Þepburne zsarſoun of Auldhaſtock. xc. 
J %/ubſcreberwr , Marie R. lames Erle 
I Bothwell. 


Here note that this contract was 
made the v. of Apꝛil within biij.wekes 
after the murder of the kyng quhilke 
was flapne the x. of the Feb2uarte be- 
foir. Alſo it was made bij. dapes be⸗ 
foir that Bothwel was acquitit by coz- 
rupt iugement of the ſayd murder. 

Aiſwa it appercth by the woꝛdes cf 
the contra it ſeife that it was made 
befoir ſentence of dinozce betwene 


Bothwell and his foꝛmer wife. And 


alſwa in very truth was made befoir 
any ſute of dinoꝛce intentit oz begon 
betwene bym and bis foꝛmer wpfe, 
though ſome woꝛdes in this contract 
D.iuy, {ems 
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teme to ſap vtherwile , Quhilk i is thug | 
p2oned. Fo? this contra is datit the 

v. of Apꝛill, and it playnlyappereth by | 
the tudictall actes befoir the twa og 

rall etcleſtaſticall o2dinarie iudges, 
quhairin is contained the hale pꝛotele 
of the dinozce betwene the ſapd Erle 
and Dame Jane Gourdon hys wpyfe ! 
that the one of the ſame p2ocelles was 
intentit and begon the xrvie. day of a. 
* the vther the rrvy. | 


Alſwa there be extant the reco:des | 
of the Juſtice court holden at Eden. 
burgh the ſapd ry . day of Apaill, ſome 

topies quhairof haue ben cxampli- 
fijt and ſignit with the hand of 
John Bellenden Juſtice clerke, 
among quhilk is the dittap oz 
enditement of 3Bothwell. 

The tenour of guhilke 
recoꝛdes with the 
alliſe and verdi 

doe here fol⸗ 
lobe. 


Curia In#iciarie S. D. N. Regine, 
tente £5 inc boata im pratorio de Edinhurgh 
duodecimo die menſis Aprilis, An. 1567. per 
xobilem potentem Dominum Archibat- 

dum Comitem Ergadie , Dominũ Campbeli 
Lorne Infliciarium generalem eiuſdem 

S. D. N. Regina, totius Regns ſur, Pbilibet 
conſtitutum Sen. Vocatum & curia leg. 
timè affirm la. | 


N the quhilke Court comperit perſonallic 
in ingement Maiſteris Johne Spens ot 
Condie, and Robert Crepcghton of Chok, 
aduocates to our ſoueraigne Lady in hir name, 
and thare the ſaid maiſter John Spens pzo= 
ducit our ſoueraigne Ladies letter execute and 
indoꝛſit, togider with the dittay. Df the quhilk 
letters, indoꝛſing thairot᷑, and Dittay , the ten⸗ 
nouris hereafter followith , that is toſap : 
Marp by the grace of God Quene of Scottis 
to our louittis william Purwes, maiſter wil⸗ 
— — — —— — — 
our m con eue: 
rally ſpecialty conſtitute, greeting. A oꝛaſmi⸗ 
mikle as it is humbliy meant and ſchewin to vs 
by our louittis, familiar clarkis, and Counſei- 
loꝛs, maiſteris Johne Spens of Condpe, and 
Robert Crepcaghton of Chok our aduocatis: 
þ quhareas thap are infozmit our truſty cou⸗ 
ſen and connſailio} Mathew Erle of Leuenox 
fader to the King our deireſt ſpouſe hes delatit 
Jamis Eric Bothwell , Lozde Hailis and 
Creycchton cc. and certaine vthers of the 
|, cruell , odious, and abhomina- 
ble lauchter and murder of his grace,commit- 
tit vpon the nynth dap . 1 — 
I : nr = 
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vnder filence of the nicht within his lodging 
koz the time within our bour of Edinburgh, 
beſide the kirke of fielde vpon pꝛouiſioun þ 
purpoſe, and foꝛethought fellony. And hes de⸗ 
clarit vnto vs the ſuſpicioun had of the ſapd 
Erle and vtheris as comnutters of the ſapy 
odious, cruale and abhonunable deid. Quhare⸗ 
through we being maiſt exrneſtly bent, iindit, 
and Willing to haue tryall taken therein by oꝛ⸗ 
der of iuſtice with all dii:gence and expedition 

oſſible, hes with aduile of the Loꝛdes of our 

ecret counũll, and allo of the humble deſire of 
the ſayd Erle Bothwell made in our and thair 
pꝛelence, quhus offerit him ſelfe redy to vnder⸗ 
ip the tryall of ane condigne aſliſe, accoꝛding to 
the laweis of our realmefoz declaring of thys 
rt hes, oꝛdainit anc court of Juſticiarte, to 
ſet # halden in the tolbuith of Edinbzough, 
thc xy. day of Apꝛill next to come, fox duing of 
iuſtice vpon the ſayd Erle, and vtheris, foꝛ the 
ſapd crewale, odious. foule, and abhominabill 
crime and offence: like as it at mair length 
is contenit in ane act maid in the bukes of dur 
ſecrete counſell thairupon. 

Durc will is herefoir, and we eharge pon 
ſtraictly and commaund that incontinent theſe * 
our letters ſeenc, ve paſſe, and in our name and 
authozity, warne the ſaid Mathew crie of Le- 
nenor per ſonally, oꝛ at hys dwelling place, all 
vthers our lieges hanand oz pꝛetẽ dand to haue 
intres in the ſaid matter, by open pꝛoclamation 
at market croſſes of our burrowis of E den⸗ 
bur, Dunbertane, Glaſgw,Lanerk,# vtheris 
places needfull, to compeir befop2 our Juſtice, 
oz hys deputis in our tolbuith of Edinburgh, 
the ſayd xy. day of Iptil next to come, to pur⸗ 
ſew and concurre with vs in the ſayd actioun: 
With certificatioun to thame, and they — 1 
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that our Juſtice oꝛ his depnttcis will pꝛoceed 
and do tuſticc in the fapd watterthe ,ſapd day, 
confo2une to the lawis and conſuetude of our 
realme, without any longer delay oꝛ coittnuati⸗ 
dun: Ind that ve lummond ane aſſes hetvto, 
fk perſon vnder the payne of fourty pounds, 
is ye will anſwer to vs therupon The quhuk 
to do we commit to you comunctiy and ſeuera⸗ 
p our fuit power by thele our letters., deliue⸗ 
ring thame by pon duely execute and indozſate 
againe to the bearer ., Geuin vnder our ſignet 
at Edcnburgh, the xxvy. day ol March, and 
of our reigne the xxv. peire. 15 6 7. = 
Ex deliberatione Dommorum Conſilij Reg. 
Sic ſubſcribirur, Mary. 


Indorſations of the ſand letters. 


Von the crix. day of March, the vetr or 
God, 15 6 7. yeires, Þ Williame Purwes 
Meſſenger, one of the ſh:iffes in that parte 
within conſtitute, paſt at commaund of thcig 
our louerane Ladies letters, and in hyz gracea 
name and. aucthozitie warnit Mathew Erie 
of Leuenox, and all vtheris hyz maieſteis lie⸗ 
gis hauand oꝛ pzetendand to haue intres in the 
matter within ſpecifpit by open pꝛoclamatioum 
at the marcket croſſe of the burough of E din⸗ 
burgh, to compeit befopz the Juſtice oz hys 
deputes in the tolbuith of Edinburgh thery. 
day ot Ppziltnext to come, to purſew and con⸗ 
tur with our ſayd ſouerane Lady in the acti⸗ 
dun within expzemit , with certification as is 
within mentionat., efter the fozme and tenour 
of theleletters, quhairof I affixt ane copy v⸗ 
E marcket croſſe. This J did be⸗ 
theſe witneſſis , Johne Anderſoun and 
Dauid Lant , with * diuerſe. And fox 
Y. marr 


mair witneſſing to ithys mp execution 
dozſation my ſignet is affixt. and in 


Pon the penult dap of March, firſt and 
ſecound dayes of Apzill, the peare of God 
aboue witten. I Gawine Ramſy meſſenger, 
ane of the Shzeffis in that part within conſti- 
tute, — at — 1 theſe our ſoue⸗ 
razgne Ladies letters, and in hir gracias name 
and authozitie, warmt the ſayd Mathew Erle 
of Leuenox at his dwelling places in Gleſgo 
and Dunbertane reſpectiue, becauſe er- 
chit & ſocht # could nat appꝛehend him perſo: : 


nally, and ali vther hir maieſties liegis hauand 


and pꝛetendand to haue intres to perſuc in the 


matter within expꝛemit, be pꝛoclamation at the 


marckat croſſes of the burrowes df Glel⸗ 
gw, Dunbertane, and Lanerk, foz to com- 
pere befoir the Juſtice oꝛ his deputies in te 
ſayd tolbuith of E denburgh the ſaid xij. day ot 
Apꝛill next ts cum , to perſew and concurre 


with our ſapd ſoueraigne Lady in the action 


within witten with certiſicatioun as is wuh⸗ 
in mentionit, efter the fozme and tenoꝛ ok 
theſe letters quhaireof I affixt ane copp vv: ' 
poun cuerp anc ot the ſayd marckat crofſes. ' 
This I did befoir theſe witneſſe, George ? 
Herbcloun, Nichol Andzo, Robert Kettertk | 
meſſenger, william Smollet, Dauid Robert? 
ſoun, James Smollet, John Wammeltoun, 
James Wannatine, and Robert Yammel- 
toun, with diuers vther. And foz- mair wit⸗ 
neſſing hereof, my ſignet is affixt;: Subſcriuit | 
wyth my hand, Ce. wine Ramſy meſſenger. 


Von p firſt day of A pill. The pere of God 
15 6 7. peare. J william Lawſoun mel: 
Linger, Shziele in that pare within — 


E287 33 abr ot, ee 
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nit Mathew Erle of Leuenox and all vthers 


Paſt at commaund of thele our ſoueraine La- 


dies letters. to the markat croſle of Perth and 
thare, be open pꝛoclamation lawfully war = 


our ſouerane Ladies liegis, hauand oz pꝛeten⸗ 
daͤnd ta haue intres, to purſue James Erle 
Bothwell, Loꝛd Hailes, and Creyghtoun.æc. 
x certain vthers, foz y cruall laughter æ mur⸗ 
der of the kyngis grace, and affixt ane copy 
vppon the ſapd croſſes , efter the foꝛme and 
tenour of theſe letters. And this did befoir 
theſe witneſſes, James marſchell, Alexander 
1692thuike, and Johnne Anderſoun meſſin⸗ 
geris, with others diuers. And foꝛ the maire 
witneſſing of this my execution and indoꝛſati⸗ 
oun, J haue ſubſcrinit thys with mp hande. 
Wikiame Lam ſoun meſſenger with my hand. 


The dittay. 


[mes Erle Bothwell, Lozd Haylis, and 


Crepchtoun c. ye are inditit foz acte + part 
of theĩcruell, odious, treaſonabill, and ahhomi⸗ 
nabill flauchter and murder of 5 vmquhiic, the 
right excellent, right high and mighty Pꝛince 
the kyngis grace, deareſt ſpouſe foꝛ the tyme to 


our ſouerane Lady the Quenis maieſtie, vn-⸗ 


der ſuence of night in his awne lodging beſide 


the Kirke of fielde within this boꝛrow, he be⸗ 


ing taking the nightis reſt, treaſonably rayſing 
fire within the ſame, with ane great quantitie 
of powder. Through kozce of the quilke, the 
ſapd hole lodging was rayſit and blowen in the 
aire. And þ ſaid vᷣmquhile king was murtherit 
treaſonably.E'matilt cruelly flapne & deſtroyit 
by you thatrin vpon ſet purpoſe, pꝛouiſion, and 
kozethoughtkfelonye. And this pe did vppon 
the ninth day of Febzuary 99 by paſt, vnder 


filence 


= 


* 5 on is i —1— —j—ꝗä——ñ— —E— 


F 
F 4d + 
= + e_—w - MC acws 


Wm .4. ! A firms. iz350 TT "LA * os * a. 4. 
* * * 


ſilence of night, as ſapd is. As is notoꝛiouſgy 
knawen, quhitke pe can not deny. 


V poun the quhilk pꝛoductioun of the foir⸗ 
ſayd letters execute, indozſit. and dittap, the 
ſayd aduocate aſkit an Act of Court and in⸗ 
ftrumentis , and deſirit ofthe Juſtice pzoceſſe 
conkoꝛme thairto. | 


The ſapd letters being openly red in iuge⸗ 
ment with the indozſatzons thaircof , the 
— 5 by vertue of the ſame cauſit call the 

apd James Erle Bothwell as defender on 
that ane part, and Mathew Exrte of Leuenox 
and all vthcrs our louerane Ladies licgis, ha⸗ 
uand c pꝛetendand to purſue in the ſaypd mat⸗ 
ter, to compere befoir him in this court of iu⸗ 
ſtitiarie, to purſue and defend as accoꝛdeg of 
the law. 


Comperit immediatip thaircftcr in iuge⸗ 
ment, the ſayd James Erie Bothwell, and 
enterit as parſonate, and tha chuſit Maiſter 
Dauid 2Bozthuike of Luchthill, and Maiſter 
Edmund Hay pꝛolocutoris fox him, quho al⸗ 
ſo coinperit perſonally in iugement, and were 
admittit by the Juſtice to that effect. 


Comperit alſo Maiſter Henry Kinrof 


 alleginghimpzocuratoz foz Andzo maiſter of 


Errole, and pꝛoducit in iugement the w2iting 
and pꝛoteſtatioun vnder witten, deſiring the 
ſame to be regiſterit and inſert in the bukes of 
adioznale, quhatrof the tenoz followis. 
The — day comperit Maiſter Ben⸗ 
ry Kinrof pzocuratoz foꝛ Andzow maiſter of 
Errole Conſtable of Scotland, and allegit 
that the Conſtabillis fox the tyme of thys 
realme hes bene at all tymeg bypaſt —. 


tudges competent to alſic perfones as hes bene 
accuſit criminally fox committyng of ſlaughter 
murther of blude dzawing nere to the Pꝛince 
chamer, and within foure myles foz the ſame. 
And thatrfoir the ſapd Mapſter now bepng 
Conſtabiil of thys realme , aught and ſhould 
be Judge competent to James Erie Both⸗ 
well and vthers his allegit complices callit 
thys dap, and to be accuſit foz acte and pairt of 
the allegit cruell, treaſonabill ſlaughter of vm⸗ 
quhple Henrp king of Scottis. And in caiſe 
Irchebald Erie of Argyle as Juſtice gencrall 
of this realme oz his dcputies pꝛoceid and cog⸗ 
noſce in the ſayd cauſe , the ſayde Maiſter 
Henry pzocuratoz fozeſapd pꝛoteſtis ſolempn⸗ 
ie that theſame pꝛoceding therin on na wapes 
hurt noz pꝛeiuge the ſapd Conſtabill his office 
rightis, title of rightis, intres, iuriſdictioun, oz 
inueſtiment thatrot᷑ in any ſoꝛt, but that he may 
vſe and exerciſe hys ſayd iuriſdictioun in all ſic 
caiſſes in tymes cumming, confozine to his in⸗ 
ucſtiment of the ſapd office, and vſe ofcognoſ⸗ 
= vſit by hys pꝛedeceſſours and hym befoir 
in ſemblable cauſes. FU quhilke tyme he makis 
it knawen either by inueſtimẽt oz vther wayes 
ſutſiciently him to haue iuriſdictioun in ſic caſ- 
ſes. Aud deſires the ſame pꝛoteſtatioun to be 
inſert in the buke of adioznale , and ad:mittit 
bnder pꝛoteſtatioun that he affirme not my 
Lo Juſtice iuriſdictioun in any ſoꝛt in pꝛo⸗ 
cedpng in the ſapd matter. 


The Juſtice beyng aduiſit with the ſayd 
allegcance and pꝛoteſtatioun fande by interlo⸗ 
cutoꝛ, and oꝛdaynit that pzoceſſe ſhould be led 
dy hym in thys matter. Notwithſtanding the 
lame in reſpect that nathyng was ſhawin by 
the ſayd maiſter Henry to 3 the * 
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of the ſapd allegeance E pꝛoteſtation. Quhair⸗ 
uppoun the ſayd Erle Bothwell aſkit ane notft 
of court and inſtrument. | 


The ſayd Mathew Erle of Leuenor any 
vthers our ſouerane Ladies lieges, hauand o 
pꝛetendand to haue intres to purſue in the ſayd 
matter veyng oftyines callit, to haue coinperit 
and concurrit with the ſayd aduocates, in pur⸗ 

ſute of the ſapd actioun, comperit Kovart 
Cunningham, allegeing hym ſeruaunt to the 
ſapd Mathew Erle of Lenenox, and pꝛodu⸗ 
cit the wziting vnder wzitten, quhilke he ſub⸗ 
ſcriuit wyth his hand intugement . As he that 
had power to vſe the ſaine, and pꝛoteſtit and 
deſirit confoꝛme thairto in all pointes. Ot the 
quhilke wziting the tennoꝛ followeg. 


My Loꝛdes J am cum here, ſent by my 
mapſter mp Lozd of Leuenox , to declare the 
caule of his abſence thys day, and wpth hys | 
power as the ſame beris. The cauſe ot hys 
abſcence is the ſhoztnes of tyme: and that he 
he is denied of hys frendis and ſeruants, quho 
ſhould haue accompaneit hym to hys honoz # 
ſuretie of his life , in reſpect of the greatnes of 
hys party. Ind he hauing aſſiſtance ol na 
frendes but onely hymſelke. Ind thairfoir hys 
XK. hes commandit me to deſire ane ſufficient 
day, accoꝛding to the weight of the cauſe, 
quhairthzouch he map keepe the ſame. Andi 
N pour L. will pꝛocede at thys pꝛeſent. J pꝛo⸗ 
. teſt that J may withont any diſpleaſure of a- 
i | ny man, vſc theſe thinges committit to my 
charge by mp Loꝛd my MWayſter. Quhairof 
F take ane document. 


| | oteſt that if the perſonis quho 
Item J pr that ik the p pale 


1 and inqueſt of thelc per: 
ones that ſhall enter on pannell thys day, 
clenſe the ſapd perſoneg of the murther of the 
kyng, that it ſhalbe wilfull erroꝛ and not igno⸗ 
rance, by reaſoun that it is notourlyc knawen 
thcle periones to be the murtherers of the 
kyng, as my Loꝛd mp maiſtcr allegis, vppoun 
the quhilke pꝛoteſtatioun J require ane docu⸗ 
ment. Sic ſubſcribiter. Robert Cunning - 


ham. 


Mppon the pꝛoductioun of the quhilke 
wꝛiting and pꝛoteſtatioun, the ſayd Robert 
aſkit acteg and inſtrumentis. 


The Juſtice beyng auiſit with the foirſayd 
W12itpng and pꝛoꝛeſtatioun pꝛoducit and viper 
by the ſayd Robert Cunningham in reſpect of 
the letters and wꝛitinges ſent to our ſoucrane 
by the ſayd Mathew Eric cf Lewcaor produc 
tit and red in iugement, quhairof the copeis 
are vnder witten. By the quhiike letters and 
wꝛitinges the ſapd Erle of Lcuenox deſfarit 

ſchozt and ſummare pꝛoceſſe to be deduct in 
the ſapd mattter, and als of the act and oꝛdi⸗ 
naunce ot the Loꝛdes of ſecret connlci! gramm 
tit — 7 , and ſic lyke in reſpect of the 
earneſt in — of the aduocates, deſiring pꝛo⸗ 
ceſſe and right lute of the ſayde Erle Bethe 
welles carneſt petitioun and deſire of tryail to 
de had in the ſayd matter, wpth aduiſe of the 
Loꝛds and Barones aſſeſſoꝛs pꝛeſent, fand 
by interlocutoꝛ that pꝛoceſſe ſhould be deducit 
in the lap actioun thys dap, confozme to the 
lawes of thys realm. Notwithſtanding the 
wꝛityng and pꝛoteſtatioun pꝛoducit by the 
ſayd Robart Cunningham, and als adnuttit 
him to concurr and aſſiſt to the ſapd adnocates 
in purſute ofthe ſapd actioun it he pleaſit. 
Q.1. Fal- 


. * * * 


Followis the copeis of the letters 
and writingis ſent to the Quenis 
maieſtie by the ſayd Erle of Leuenox. 


J Kender maiſt humble thankes vnto pour 

maieſtie foz your gracious and comfoztabill 
letter quhilke haue receiuit the xxitij. dap of 
this inſtant. And quhatras J perceaue by the 
{ame that it is pour maieſties pleaſure to res 
mit the tryall of this late odious act to the time 
of a Parliament. Pleaſit pour maieſtie al⸗ 
though J am aſſurit pour highnes thynkis the 
tyme as long as FJ do till the matter be tryit, 
and the auctours of the deid condignciy pus 
niſht, pet J ſhallhumbly craue pour maieſties 
pardoun in troublpng pour hyghnes fo oft 
thairm as J do, foꝛ the matter touches me 
ſa nere, beſekand pour maieſtie maiſt humbly 
to accept this my ſimple aduiſe in gude part as 
kollowes. Quhilk is, that quhaire the tyme is 
lang to the Parliament, thys matter not being 
a Bantiament matter, but of ſic Weight and 
opoꝛtunitie quhuke aught rather to be with all 
cxveditioun and diligence ſocht out and pu⸗ 
niſht to the example of the holc wozld, as J 
knaw pour maieſties wildome conſiders the 
ſame farre mair than my wittes can compꝛe⸗ 
hed, pet foꝛſameckle as I heare of certain tik- 
kettis that hes ben put on the tolbuith doze of 
E denbꝛough aunſwering pour maieſtics firft 
and ſecond pꝛoclamations quhilke names in 
ſpeciall certapne perſones deuiſers of the cruell 


murther, I ſhal thairfoir maiſt humbly beſcike 


pour maieſtie, fo: the luif of God, the Honour 
of pour maieſtie, and pour realme and wele e 
quietnes of y ſame, that it will pleaſe pour ma- 
leſtie kourthwith not onely to appꝛcheud and 
vut in ſure keepyng the perſones . — the 3 
ay 


ſapd tikkettes, but als wyth diligẽce to aſſent⸗ 
ble pour maieſties nobiiitie, and than by opin 

oclamatioun to admomſhe and requpꝛe the 
— of the ſayd tikkettis, to compere ac⸗ 
cozding to the effect thairof, at the quhilke 
tyme ik thap do not, pour maieſtie map by ad⸗ 
mſec of pour novilitie and counſcil releue and 
put to libertie the per ſonis in the tikkettis foir⸗ 
ſapd. So ſhall pour maieſtie do ane honozabill 
and godly act in thc bꝛingyng the matter to ſic 
ane narrow popnt as eyther the matter ſhalt 
appere plapnelp befoir pour maieſtie, to the pu⸗ 
niſchment of thaim quho hes bene the auctoꝛs 
of this cruell deid, oz cis the ſayde tikketis 
fand vapne in thair lelfe, and the perſones 
quhitke are ſclanderit to be exonerit and put to 
ubertie at pour maieſties pleaſure. So cum⸗ 
wittis pour mateſtic to the pꝛotectioun of al⸗ 


mighty God, quho pꝛeſerue pou in helth and 


maiſt happp raigne. Df Bowſtoun the xxvi. 
dap ok Febzuarp. 


Leaſit pour maieſtie, quhaire pour highnes 

in pour laſt letter to me wzites that if there 
de any names in the tikkettis that was affixt 
vppon the tolbuith doze of Edinburgh that 
J thinke wozthp to ſutter a triall foz the mur⸗ 
ther ofthe kyng pour mateſties huſband , vp⸗ 
pon my aduertiſmet, your maieſtie ſhould pꝛo⸗ 
ceid to the cognicioun taking as may ſtand 
wyth the lawes of thys realme, and bepng 
fand culpabill, ſhallſee the punyſchment as ri- 
goꝛouſly executit as the weight of the crymt 
deſeruis. Plcalit pour maieſtie ſens the reſ⸗ 
lait of pour highnes letter J haue ſtill lukit 
that ſome ot the bludy murtherers ſhold haue 
bene opinly knawen oꝛ now. And ſeyng thap 
ure not pet, J cannot finde in mp hart to con- 
ceie the matter any longer . But let your mas 

| Q. jj. teſt ie 
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ieſtie vnderſtand the names of thaim quhore 
J greatly ſuppect, that ip to lay, the Erie 
Wothwell, Maiſter James Walkoz, and Gu⸗ 
vert Balfoz hys bzother, Maiſter Dau 
Chamer, Blackmaiſter, John Spes, Scne- 
02 Frarices, Baſttane, Zohnde Wurdeaur, 
and Joſeph Dauids brother. Quhitke per⸗ 
ſones I ſhall maiſt intierip and humbilp beſcik 
pur mateſtie that accoꝛduig to my foꝛmer pe- 
i titioun vnto pour highnes, x will pleaſe not 
if | onely to appꝛehend and put in ſure keping. but 
| | als with diligence to afſemble pour maicſtics | 
holt aobilittc and counſct!. and than to take ſic | 
perfite oder of the foirnamit perſones, that 
thap map be ꝛuſtly trpit, as doubt not but in 
ſo doyng the ſpirit of God ſhall woꝛke in the 
ſayd matter as the truth ſhalbc knawm. So 
ſhall your maieſtie do a maiſt godly and hono« | 
eabill act, foz pour ſcife beyng the pairtyas ye 
are, And ane greatſatiſfactioun it ſhalbe to all 
that belongcs vnto hym that is gone, quho 
was ſa deare vnto pour highnes. And now 
not doubtit but pour maieſtie will take oꝛder 
in che matter accozding to the weight of the 
cauſe, quhilke J maiſt humbly beſeike, J 
commit pour maieſtie to the pꝛotectioun of the 
almighty God, quho pꝛeſerue pou in health, 
lang lite, and maiſt happy reigne. Of Hows | 
ſtoun thys rvij. of March. 


Aſſiſa. 


Andlo Erle of Rothes. 
George Erle of Caithnes. 
Gilbert Erle of Caſſillis. 
Lord Iohne Hamiltoun, comandar of 

Arbroycht fone to the Lord Duke, 
lames Lerd Roſſe, 


R9- 


Robert Lord Sunple. 
Iohnne Maxwell Lord Hereif. 
Laierence Lord Oliphant. 
Iohnne Maiſter of Forueſſ. 
Iohnne Gordoun of Lothinware. 
Robert Lord Boyd. 
Iames Cokburne of Lantoun 
Iohne Someruile of Cambuſnethan. 
Mowbray of Berne Buxall. 
Ogilbye of Boyne. 


T Ye fozenamit perſons of Alilc being cho⸗ 

ſen admitted and Cwozne in iugement, as 
vſe is. And thairfoze the ſayd Erle Bothwe!? 
being accuſit by the ſapd dictay of the crune a- 
foꝛelay d, and the ſame being denyed bp hym, 
and rsferrit tothe deliuerance of the ſayd aſſi⸗ 
ſes , thay remouit foꝛth of the ſapd Court, and 
altogidder conuenit, and after lang realoning 
had by thame vpoun the ſame dictap and poꝛn⸗ 
tis thairof , they andilke ane of tham fo2 tham 
ſellis votit, deliuerit and acquite the ſayd Ja- 
mes Erie Vothwell of act and part of the 
ſapd ſlaucghter of the Kyng, and popyntcs of 
the ſapd dictap. 


And ſince the ſaypd Geoꝛge Erie of Cayth⸗ 
nes Chaunceller of the ſayd aſſiſcs in hys and 
thay: names aſkit inſtruments , that nouther 
theſapd aduocates, noꝛ the ſapd Robert Cun- 
ningham as hauãd cominiſſion of nip Loꝛd of 
Lcnenor, noz na vtheris bzought into thame 
any ſoziting token oz verification quhairby the 
2 witten might be foꝛtefyit, noz 
the ſad aſſiſe perſwadit to deliuer any vther⸗ 
wle, than is aboue witten. Nox pet was the 
ſayd dictay ſweꝛzne, noz no partye, except the 
ſayd adnocates, comperit to purſew the ſaim, 

O. ij. and 


and tharfoy2 in reſpect that they delinerit ac- 
coꝛding to thay; knawiege, pꝛoteſtis that 
thay ſhould incur na wilfull erroz in any wiſe 
heirafter . Quhilk inſtrument and pꝛoteſta⸗ 
tioun immediatly after the recntry of the ſayd 
Erie of Caythnes Thaunceiloz,and ane pairt 
ot the named of the ſayd perſons of aſſyiſc in 
the ſapd court of iuſticiarie, befoyʒ the pꝛonun⸗ 
ciatioun of thapz deliueraunce foꝛeſayd at the 
deſire of the ſayd Erle of Capthnes was o⸗ 
penly read in iugement. Ind thapzupo he of 
new aſkeit actis and inſtrumentis, and pꝛote⸗ 


ſteth in manner aboue expꝛemit. 
Extradt am de libro Attorum Adiorngli; 


S. D. N. Regina. Per me Ioaunem Bellenden 
de Auchnoule militem, clericum tufliciaria 
eiuſcdlem generalem . S ub mes figno C9 ſubſeri. 


ↄtione mannalibus. 
Ioannes Bellenden 


Clericus Iuſticiariæ. 


Note that at the ſame tyme p2ofe, 
ſtatioun was made by Geoꝛge Erle of 
Catnes Chanceller of the ſapd Aſſife 
that the ſaid dittay oz enditement was 
nat in this point trus,vz . in allegyng 
the murder to be committit the ix. day 
of Febzuarie foꝛ that in dede the mur⸗ 
der was committed the next dap be⸗ 
png the r. dap in the moznypng at twa 
houres after midnight whiche in law 
was and ought to be truely accomptit 
the r. dap and ſo the acquitall that way 
but cantlloufly defendil, MT 

e 


The writynges and letters 
found in the ſayd caſket, which 
are auowit to be written with 


the Scottiſhe Quenis awne 
hand. 


Cerfaine French Sonnettes wzit- 
ten by the quene of Scottes to Both⸗ 
well, befoir hir mariage with him, and 
(as it is ſapd) quhile hir huſband lpnit, 
But certainly befoir his diuoꝛce from 
hys wife as the woꝛdes tham ſelues 
hew , befoir quhom ſhe here pꝛefer⸗ 
reth hir ſelft in deſeruing to be bela⸗ 
ned of Both well. 


0 Dieux a ye &. de ao compaſston, 
Et m enſeigne⁊ quelle preuue certain 
le puis donner qui ne luy ſemble baia 
De mon amour & ferme affettion. 
Tat n eff il pas ia en poſſe eon 
Ds cores, du ca ur qt. ne refuſe paine 
Ny deſbonneur, en la Vie incertaime, 
Offenſe de parent ⁊, ne pire affliction? 
Pour luy tous mes amis i eſtime moins gue 
Et de mes ennems ie Genx eſperer bien. (rien, 
[ay bæ x arde pour luy & nom & conſcience: 
le Seux pour lu au monde renoncer : 
le deux mourir pour luy auancer. 


Ec reffe il plus pour prouuer ma conflance? 
Qi. Entre 


Entre fo mains & en for plein pouuoir 

je metæ men filz, mon honneur, £5 ma die, 
Men pati me- ſubtect᷑ & mon ame zubredie 
Eli tout a lay, & nay autre Goulloir 
Nur men cbtect que ſans le deceuoir 
Suture ic Geux ; malgre toute l enure 

Qu ißßir en peult, Car ie n Ay autre enuie 
Que de ma ſoy luy faire apperceuoir 
Que pour tempeide ou bonnace qui face 
lama ne Peux changer demenre ou place. 

TO rief. ze feray de ma foy telle preuue, 

Qu il cognoiſtra ſans fainte ma conſluvce, 


Non par mes pleurs ou ainte obeyſſaxce, 
Co. ane autres ont fait mais par diucrs eſpreuus. 


E ley powr ſom honneur Vous doibe obeyſſance 
Moy Gous obey ſſant 1 ien puis receuour blaſme, 
N eff at, a mo regret,comme elle Goftre femme, 
Et [tr aura pour fant en ce point preeminence. 
eur ſon profit elle Cſè de conffance, 
cer ce eit pes d howneur defire de Fox, bien 
dime 
Et mey pour Gows aymer i en puis receuoir 
blaſs me. 
Er we ly deua ceder en toute Fobſeruance 
Elle de Voſtre mal na t apprehenſion 
Moy ie nay nul repos tant ie cramsl apparence 
Par Jaduis des parent x. elle cut Vorire accom- 
Fance 
Mey malgre tous les mien: * porte ectien 
Fe 45 ſa lo Den prene x ferme afſenrance. 


Par Fore mon canr C5 par Voitre * 
5 - 


Elle 4 4rems ſa maiſon en honneur 

Elle & tou oy par Sous la grandeur 

Dont tows les fiens n'a gent nul aſſeurance 
De Sous mon bien elle a en la conſtance, 

Et a gatgne pour Gn temps Hoſtre caur. 

Par Gar elle à eu plaiſsr en bon heur, 

Et pour Gore a recen honneur & reverence, 
Et na perdu ſmon la iouyſſance 

Don faſcheuæ ſot qu elle aymait cherement 
le ne la playns d aymer donc ardamment, 
Celuy qui na en ſens, ny en Paillance, 

En beauté, en bonte, n); en conftunce 

Point de ſegonde. le bis en ceite 6 Hay. 


Quunt Sous lamie ⁊ elle Sſoit de froideur. 
Sy vous [ ouffriet, pours amour paſion 
Qui Hient d'aymer de trop. d ajfedion, 
Son dorg mon(troit, la triſteſſe de ceur 
N'ayant. plasſir de voſtre grand ardeur 
En ſes babitz, monſtrout ſans fiction 
Qt elle n auc it pour qu imperfection 
Peuit Feffacer hors de ce loyal cæur. 
De voſtre mort ie ne Vas lu peuur 5 
Que meritoit tel mary & ſelgneur. | 
Somme de Vous elle a eu tart ſon bien 
Et nA priſe n) 1amais eftime 
un ſi grand heur ſi non pur qu il ft ſeen 
Et maintenant dit I awor tant ayme. 


© 


Et mulnteuarnt elle commence a Goir 
Q elle effort bien de manuars iu gement 
De n eimer lamour d vu tel amunt 
Et HVoudroit bien mon amy deceuoir 
6 R. i . Par 


Par les FEW tout fardez, de ſcauoir 

2 444 pourtant u 'eft on ſon eſprit croeſſunt 

Ain, emprunte de quelque autheur elusſant, 
A famt treſbien vn enuoy ſans | auor 

Et toute fois ſes parolles fardeæ, 

Ses pleurs, ſes plaincts remplis de fidtions, 

Et ſes haut ⁊ cris & lamentations, 

Ont tant gaigne qui par Vows ſont garde x 

Ses lettres eſcriptes auſquel ⁊ bo us donne x foy 
Et ft 4) mex & croyex, plus que moy. 


V a: le croyez,, las trop ic Fappergoy 

Et C ous doutex de ma ferme conſtance, 
O mon ſeul bien EF mon ſeul eſperance, 
Et ne Vous puis aſſcurer de ma fo 

Vous m eſt ime x legier qui le V oy, 

Et ſi n aue en moy nul aſſeurance 

Et ſoupponne c mon caur ſans apparence 
V ozes deffiant 5 a trop grand tort de moy. 
Vous ignor ez, l amour que ie Cous porte, 
Vous ſoupgonnez, qu autre amour me traſporte, 
Vous eftimez, mes parolles du bent, 
Vous deperignez, de cire mon las cenr, 
Vous me penſex femme ſans iugement. 
E: tout cela augmente mon ardeur. 


Mon amour croim̃ & plus en plus croifire 
Tant que ic Gimray, 2 tiendræy 4 a grandbeur, 


T ant ſeulement d auoir part en ce caur 

Ver. ut en fin mon amour paroiitra 

| S tres 4 clazy que 14man n en doutra. 

Pour lu y ie benx recercher la grandeur, 

Et fer tant qu en Fray cognoiſtra, 
Q 16 


Que te nay bien, heur ne contentement, 
Qual obeyr & ſeruir loyaument. 

Pour lay iattend toute bonne fortune. 
Pour luy ie Geux garder ſante Hie. 
Pour luy tout Vertu de 2 ure 14 'y enue, 
Et ſans changer me trouuera tout One. 


Pour luy auſs1 ie iette mainte larme. 
Premier quand il ſe fit de ce corps poſſeſſeur, 
Duquel alors il n aueit pas le cœur. 

uss me donna Gn autre dur alarme, 

Quand il Herſci de ſon ſang mainte dragme, 
Dont de grief il me Hint leſſer doleur, 

Qui men penſa offer la bie, & frayeur 

De perdre las le ſeul rempar qui m arme. 

Pour luy depuis iay meſpriſe | honneur 

Ce qus nous peult ſeul pouruoir de bonheur. 
Lour lu 3, i ay hazarde grandeur £5 conſcience. 
Pour lay tows mes parent x i 49 quite, £5 amis, 
Et tous autres reſpectæ ſont apart mis. 

Brief de bous feul ie cerche I alliance. 


De Goes ie dis ſeul ſouſtien de ma Hie 

Tant ſeulement ie cerche m aſſeurer, 

Et (i oſe de moy tant preſumer 

De Vous gaigner maugre toute l enuie. 

Car e eſt le ſeul deſir de Hſtre chere amie, 

De Gows ſeruir & lo paument aymer, 

Et tous malheurs moms que riens eſtimer, 

Et Hoſtre Golonte de la mien ſumre. 

Vous cognoiſtre& auecques obeyſſance 

De mon loyal deuoir n omettant laſcianes 

A quoy i eſtudir ay pour touſiours Hus cõplaire, 
R. q. San: 


Sans aymer rien que Vous ſoubz Li ſubietti 5 
De qui te Leux fe ns nulle fction 


Viure & mourir & a ce iobtempere. 


Mon eur, mon ſang, mon ame, & mon ſoucy, 
Las, Hus m aue C promis qu AHYONS ce plaiſir 
De deuiſer auecques Vous a loy for, 

Toute la nuict, ou ie lan guis icy, 

Ayant le cæur d extreme paoar tranſy , 
Lour Voir abſent le but de mon defer 

Crainte d oublir vn coup me Grewt 4 r ſaiſi ir: 
Et I. autre fors 1 ie crains que rendurcie 

Soit contre mo) Voſtre amiable cœur 

Lar quelque dit d Vn meſchant rapporteur. 
Vn autre Joes s ie crains quelque auentur e 

Q us par chemin detourne mon amant, 

Par Vn fuſcheux £5 nounean accident. 
Dieu detorerne toute malhenreux augure. 


Ne Vous Co Hani ſelon 9% Aue x promis 

Pay mis la main au papier pour eſcrire 
Den d rffer ent que ie Voulu tr auſcr: tre. 

le ne ſeay pas quel ſera Loctre adnuis 

Mars te ſcay bien 7 FUCHX a Jmer ſcaur A, 
V ozes dlurie C bien que plus Y gargneræ. 


O Goddis haue of me compaſſion, 

And ſchew quhat certainc pꝛoke 
J map geit, which ſhall nat leem to him vaine, 
Ot my loue and feruent affectioun. | 
Þ>clas,ishe nat alredy inpoflcſiioun 
Of mp bodie, ok hart, that refulis no payne, 
Noz diſhonour in the life vncertaine, 
Dffcnce noꝛ wozlcafflictioun, 


Foz 


J eſtemeal my frẽds ies thẽ nathin 
405 1 Wül haue gude hope of my enemeis. 1 
J haue put in haſard foꝛ him both fame # con⸗ 
will fo his ſake renounce y woꝛld, (ſciẽce, 
| will die to ſet him fozwart. 
Nuhat remayneth to gief pzoofe of iny con⸗ 
ſtancier 


Inhis handis and in his full power, 
put my ſonne my honour, and my lyik, 
My contry, my ſubiects, my ſoule al ſubdewit, 
To him, and has none vther Will 
Foz my ſcope, quhuk without deceit, 
will folow in ſpite of all enuie 
That may enſue: foꝛ J haif na vther deſire, 
But to make him perceiue my fapthfulnes, 
Foz ſtoꝛme oz fapꝛe wedder that may come, 
Neuer will it chainge dwelling, oz place. 
Schwtip J ſail geit of my trueth ſic pꝛote, 
That he ſall know my conſtancie Wout fiction, 
Not by my weping, oz faynit obedience, 
Js other haue done: but by vther experience. 


Sche foz hyꝛ honour oweth you obedience: 
J in obaying you map receiue diſhoncur, 
Nat being (to mp diſpleſure)your wife as ſhe. 

Ind pit in this poynt the ſhail haue na pꝛehe⸗ 

minence . | | 
Sche victh conſtancy fs: hy2 awin p2ofite: 
Foz it is na litie honour to be maiſtres of your 
And J fo; luiſing of vou may receine blame, 
Ind will nat be ouercumme by hyz in iopall 
obſeruaunce. D731 
Sche has no appzehenſion of pour cuyll, 


I fearc ſo all appearing cuul that J can haue 
na reſt; 


Sche had your acqueintance by conſent of hyꝛ 
. 


I againſt al thair will haue bozne pon affectis, * 

And nat the leſſe ( my hart) pou doubt of my 
conſtance, 

And ok hir faithfulnes pou haif firme aſſurãce. 


By vou (my hart) and by pour aliance 
Sche hath reltoꝛed hyꝛ houſe vnto honour, 
By vou ſhe is become to that greitnes, 2 
Ok quhilk hyz freindis had neuer aſſurance, i 
Df you (mp wealth {che got the acquentance, 
And hath conquelt the ſame time pour hart. 

By vou iche hath pleaſure and good lucke, 1 
And by pou hath receiued honour æ reuerence, © 
And hath nat loſt but the reiopſance + 
Ok one vnpleaſat foole,quhilk ſhe louit dcirlp, 
Than I moanehyz nat toloue ardentiyp 3 
Him that hath none in wit, in manhead, 2 
In beauty, in bountp, in truth, noꝛ in coſtancy, * 
Onp ſecond: J let in the beleif. 


Quhen pou louit hyꝛ ſche vſit coldneſſe, 
Gif pou ſuffrith foꝛ hir iuik paſſioun, 
That commith of to greit affectioun of luif, 

M pꝛ ſadnes ſchew the triſteſſe of hyꝛ hart, 
Taking na pleaſure of pour vehemẽt burning, 
In hyꝛ clothing the ſchew vnkaynitlip, 

That ſche had na feir, that imperfection 
Could deface hyꝛ out of that truc hart. 

I did not ſee in hyꝛ the feir of pour death, 
That was woꝛthy of ſic huſband and 92d. 
Schoztly ſche hath of pou all hyz wealth. 
And hath neuer wepit noz eſtemit 

One ſo greit hap, but ſins it was nathirs, 
And now ſhe ſaith that ſhe loueth him ſo well. 


And now ſche beginneth to lee, 
That ſche was of veray euill iugement, 
To eſteeme the loue of lic ane louer, 


And wald fapne deceiue my loue, 


BP 


By wzitinges and paintitlearning, 

Nuhilk nat the leſſe did not bꝛeid in hir bꝛaine, 
But bozrowit from ſum feate authour, 1 
To fapne one ſturt and hait none. = 
Ind foz all that hyz papntit woꝛdis, | | 
Þyz teares, hyꝛ plaintes full of diſſimulation, 
And hy hye crpes and latnentations 7 
Hath won that poynt, that pou keip in ſtoze, 

Hir letters and wzitinges , to quhilk you geit 


1 , 
I ye, and loueſt and beleniſt hyz moze than inc. 


3 FYoubeleuchir(helas) I perceiue it to well, | 
Ind calliſt in doubt mp firme conſtancie LE 
(O mine onely Wealth, aud my onely hope) \ 
Ind I cannot aſſure pou of wy truth. q 
I ſee that pou eſteeme me light, 
And be no wap aſſfurit of me, 0 
Ind dooſt ſuſpect (my hart) without any ap⸗ 
pearing cauſe, | 

Diſcrediting me w2angoullp. 
you do nat knaw the loue I beareto pou. 
you ſuſpect that vther loue tranſpoꝛteth me. 
Jou thinke my wo2des be but wind: 

ou paint my wery hart, as it were of ware, 

you — me an womã without iugement. 
| 


And all that encreaſeth my burning. 


My lone — and moꝛe and m oꝛe wil 

increaſe, 

So lang as I ſhall lief, and I ſhall holde foz 
ane greit felicitie 

To haue onelp pairt in that hart, 

Co the quhilk at length my loue ſall appeare, 

Do clearelp, that he lau neu er doubt. 0 

Foz him J will ſtriue againſt wan weard, 

oz him J will recerſe greitnes, 

nd {all do ſo inikle that he ſhall know _ 

That J haifno wealth, hap,noz contentation, 

R.iy. But 


But to obap, and ſerue him truely. 

Foz him J attend all gude foꝛtune. 

Fo hun '5| will conſcrue health and life, 
For him J deſire to entew courage, 
And he {yail euer finde me vnchangcable. 


Fox him allo J powꝛed out many tearigs, 

Firſt _ he mave hunſelke poſſeſſoz of thys 
ody. 
Df the quhilk then he had nat thc hart. 
Etter he did geue me one vther hard charge, 
Quhen he vico of his blude great quantitie, 
Thꝛough the great ſoꝛrow of the quhilk came 
to me that dolour, 

That aim caryit away my life, and the feire 
{ olcic tize onely ſtrength that armit me. 
Foz him ſince J hai delpiſit honour, 
he thing onely that bꝛingeth kelicitic. 
Joꝛ him J haifhazardit greitnes æ conſcience, 
Foz him hai koꝛſaken all kin and frendes, 
And lect aſide all vther reſpectes, 
Schoxtly, eke the aliance ot pou onely. 


Ok rou TJ lap oneip vpholder of mp lyfe, 
J onet» ſeke to be aſſuerit, . 
ye, and dare pzclunc ſo nuch of my lelfe, 
To win you in ſpite of oll enuy: 
Foz that is the onely vccire of pour deir loue, 
To ierue and louc you tructy, 
And to eſteme all wan hap ieiTe then nathing, 
And to folloro pour wpil wpth inpne, 
you ſhall knaw wyth obedience, 
Not fo:actting the knawlege of my ieal deutp, 
The quhilke J| ſhall ſtudy to the fine that J 

map euer plcaſe you. 

Lauyng nothyng but pou, in the lubicctioun 
Df quhome 7 wyll without any fictioun, 
Liue and die, and this J content. 


hart, np 
Hel ou en wor that A 
To deuiſe — 2th you at lepſure. 


Ho BE lye and languiſh 
4A 3 levee 34 ae extreme hay, 
Tens eare of fozq 5 — — m 

e, 
vther tymeg N foarc r hart, 


of anc wicht reporter, 
Uther tym keare ſum auenture, 


That by the outd turne abacke 
That bp the 5p thou nr abc mp daa 


O God turneadackea bnhappy augure. 


Not ſeing youas pou had pꝛomiſit, 


Iy ut mp hand to the paper to wꝛite, 
pr differens that ne Willit coppe. 


A can not tell what ſhalbe your ingement, 
But I knaw wel quho can beſt lour, 
you may tei who ſhall winne mail}. 


A letter written by hir from Glaſ- 
cow to Bothwel prouing hir hate 
to hir huſband and ſome ſuſpici- 
cions of practiſing hys death, 
quhilk letter was writtẽ in Frech, 
and here enſueth tranſlatit word 

for word. 


mp care, | 
ſhould haue 


L ſemble qu aueeques yoſtre abſence ſoit 
*10ynt Yo * veuqu au partir vous me 
promiſtes de vos nouuelles , Et toucestoy . 
ie n'en puis apprendre. &c. 


H. J. 1 It 


7 appearis that with pour abſence 
there is alſwa ioinit foꝛgetfulnes, ſe⸗ 
and that at your departing you pꝛomilit 
to make me aduertiſcmet of your newis 
from tymc to tyme. The awaytyng vpõ 


tham peſterdap, cauſit me to be almaiſt 


in ſic ioy as I wude at pour returning, 
quhilk pe haue delapit langer then pour 
pꝛomiſe was. As to ine howbeit J haue 
na further newes from you accoꝛdyng 
to my commillioun, I bzpng the man 
with me to. £Tragznillar vpon mondap, 
quhair he wilbe. all wedniſdap, and J 
will gang to Edenburgh to dꝛaw blude 
of me, git in the meane tyme J get na 
newes in the contrarie tro pon. He is 
mait gay the euir pe ſam him, he puttis 
me in remembzauncc of all thyngis that 
map make me. belene he luffis mc. 
Summa pe will ſay that he makis lone 
to me: Of the: quhilk I take (a greit 
pleſure, that J.cutir.nemwr quhair he is 
bot iucontinent J take the ſeiknes of 
mp ſore lide J am ſa troublit with it. 
Bik Pareis bꝛyngis me that quhilk J 
ſend hym foꝛ, I truſt it ſall amend me. 
I pꝛap vou aduertiſe me of pour newes 
at length and quhat J ſall do, in caſe pe 
be nat returnit quhen J am come thare, 
{02 in caſe ye wozke not wiſlie J ſee that 
the hale burdyng ok this will fall vpon 
my ſhoulders. Pꝛouide fo: all thing and 
duücours pon m firſt. with pour = J 
| end 


ſcnd this by Betoun , quha gais to ane 
dap of law of the lard of balfouris. F 
will ſap na further, ſauffpug that I] pꝛap 
pou to ſend me; gude newes of pour 
voyage, From Blaſcow this ſaterdap 
in the moznyng. 


An vther letter to Bothwell con- 
cerning the hate of hir huſband & 
practiſe of his murder. | 


Franc party du lieu ou rauois Jaifſe mg 

coeur il ſe peultayſcment iuger quelle 
eltoit ma contenance, veu ce qui peult vn 
corps ſans cœur, qui à eſte cauſe que iuſ- 
ques à la diſnee ie n ay pas tenu grand pro- 
pos, auſsi perſonne nes eſt voulu aduancer 


1ugeant bien qu il n'y faiſoit bon. &c. 
Bel departit frõ the place quhaire 
J left mp hart, it is eaſie to be iudgit 
quhat was my countenaunce, ſeing that 
J was euen almickle as ane body with⸗ 
out ane hart, quhilke was the occalioun 
that quhile dinner time J held purpois 
to na body, noz pit durſt any pzeſent 
thamſelfis vnto me, iudging that it was 
not gude ſo to do. Fower myle cre J 
came to the towne, ane Henticinan of 
the Erle of Lennox came and made his 
commendations vnto me, and excuſit 
hym that he came not to meete me, by 


reaſon he durſt not enterpꝛile the ſame 
| S. ij. be⸗ 


becaute of the rude wozdes that J had 
ſpokcn to Lfiningham, @he deſirit that 
he ſhould come to the inquiſition of the 
matter that I ſuſpectit hom of. Thys 
laſt ſpcaking was of hys owne head 
without any commiſſioun. J aunſwerit 
to hm that there wes no recepte could 
ſerue againſt fcare, æ that he would not 
be afrayed in calc he were not culpabill. 
and that J aunſwerit but rudely to the 
doubtis that were in his letters. Sum- 
ma, J made hym holde hys toung, the 
reſt were lang to wiite , Sir James 
Hammeltoun met me, quho ſchewd that 
the vther time quhen he Heard of my cõ⸗ 
ming, he departit away, and ſent Bou⸗ 
ſtoun to ſchaw hym that he would neuir 
haue belcuit that he would haue purſnit 


hpin, noꝛ pit accompaneit hptn wyth the 


Daämmeltonis. De aunlwerit that he 
was onelpy cum but to ſce me, and that 
he would neyther accompany Stewart 
noꝛ Hammultoun but by my commann- 
dement. De deſprit that he would cum 
& ſpeake whym, herefnſit it. The Tard 
of Tuſe Bouſtoũ & Tauldwellis ſonne, 
wyth x1. hozſc o2 thairabout came and 
met me. The Lard of Luſe fapd he was 
chargit to anc dap ot law, by the kingis 
father, quhilk ſhould be this day, againſt 
his owne hand wit, quhilk he hes. And 
pit notwithſtandyng, knowyng of my 
cimpng it is delapit, he was inquirit ta 
cum 


tum to hym, quhilk he refuſit, æ fwearis 
that he will mdurc nothing of him. He⸗ 
ur ane of v towne came to ſpeak to me, 
quhilke cauſis me thinke that they are 
hs, and neuertheleſſe he ſpeakis gude, 
at the leaſt hys ſonne, I ſee na vther 
Bentilman but thay of my cumpany. 
The kyng ſent foꝛ Joachun peſternicht * 
and alkit at hym quhy J lodgeit not be⸗ i 
ſpde hym, and that he would ryſc the | 
ſoner git that wer, x quhairfoir J come, | 
cif it was foꝛ gude appointment, and git 

pe wer thair in particular, and gif J had 

made my eſtait, gif J had taken Parcis Tyis berer 
and Gilbert to wꝛpit to me, and that J wil tel vou | 
wonld ſend Joſeph away. Jam abaſhit ſumwhat 

quho hes ſchawin hym ſa karre, pea he vpon this. 

ſpake cuin of the mariage of Baſtian. 

inquirit hym ok his letters, quhair⸗ 

intil he plapneit of the crueltic of ſum, 

aunlwcrit that he was aſtonpſhed, and 

that he was ſa glad to ſec me that he be⸗ 

leuit to die foꝛ gladnes, he fand great 

fault that J was penſiuc, J deparrit to 

ſupper, thys bearer wyll tell pon of my 

arriupng, He jp2ayit inc toreturne, the 

quhilke J did, he declarit vuto me hys 

ſicknes, and that he would make na te⸗ 

ſtament but onelp lcif all thyng to me, 

and that J was the caiulc of hys malady 

becauſe of the regrait that he had that J 

was ſo ſtrange vnto hym. And thus he 

[ayd, ye aſke me quhat J mepne by the 

S. iij. cruel⸗ 


— alone that will not accept my of- 
ris and repentance. N confefle that J 
haue fapled, but not into that quhilke F 
emr denpit, and lic lyke hes taylcd to 
ſundry of pour kubiectts quhilk pe haue 
foꝛgeuen. am pong. Ye wyll ſay that 
pe haue foꝛgeuen me ofttiines , and pet 


that J| returne tony faultis. Map not 


ane man of my aige foꝛ lacke of counſale 
tall twyſe, oz thzyle, oz in lacke of hys 


obtepne pardoun, J pꝛoteſt J ſhall ne⸗ 
ner make fault agapne. And J craue na 
vther thyng but that we map be at bed 
and bourd together as huſband & wpfe, 


and if pe well not conſent heirunto, J | 


ſhall neuir rpſe out of thys bed, J pꝛap 


you tell me pour reſolution Bod 


knowes how J am puniſht foꝛ making 
my god of you, and foꝛ hauing no vther 
thought but on you, and if at any tune 
J offend you, pe are the cauſe, becaule 
quhen any offendts me, if foz my refuge 
N might plapne vnto you, J woulde 
{pcake it vnto ns vther body, but quhen 
J hcare any thyng, not beyng fainiltar 
wyth you, neceſſitie conſtrepnes me to 


kepe it in my bzcaſt, And that cauſes me | 


to tyne my wit fox very anger. J aunſ⸗ 

werit ay vnto hym, but that woulde be 

duer long to wꝛite at length, J = 
T quyy 


erneltic contepnit in my letter, it is of © 


p2omple, and at laſt repent hymſelfe and 5 
be chaſtiſed by experience: If J max 


| quhy he would paſſe away in the Ing⸗ 
liche ſchip, he denyes it and ſweares 
=] thairunto, but he grantes that he ſpake 
=] wyththe me, After thys J inquirit him 
1 ofthe mquilitioun of Diegait, he denyit 
the lame quhile I ſhewed hym the very 
woꝛdes was ſpokin. At quhiike tyme 
he ſapd that &Jynto had aduerteiſt hym 
2] that it was ſapd that ſum of the counſel] 
had bꝛought ane letter to me to be ſub⸗ 
A fcrimit to put hym in p2efſoun, and to 
lap hpm tf he made reſiſtence. And he 
2 alkittheſameat Mynto hymſelfe, quho 
27 aunſwerit that he belcuit the ſame to be 
true. The mozne J will ſpeake to hym 
vppoun thys point. As to the reſt of 
Willie Diegaites he conkeſſit it, but it 
was the moꝛne after my tumming oꝛ he 
did it. De wald very faine that I ſhould 
lodge in hys lodging, J retulit it, and 
ſapd to hym that he behouit to be pur⸗ 
geit, and that could not be done here, he f 
ſapd to me J heare ſay pe haue bꝛought 
ane lptter wyth yon, but J had rather 
haue paſſit wyth pou. J trow he belenit 
that would hane ſent hym away pꝛe⸗ 
ſoner: N aunſwerit that J woulde take 
gym with me to Cragmillar quhair the 
medicinar and J myadt heipe hym,and 
not be farre from my ſonne, he aunfwe= 
rit that he was reddie quhen FJ pleaſir, 
ſo N would aſſure him ofhys requeſt, 
he deſires no body to ſee hym, he is an- 
O. iin. gry 


that he ſhall plucke the cares ont of hys 
head, and that he/ lyes , Fox N inquitit 
him vpoun that, and that he was angry 
wyth ſum of the £02ditS & would thꝛe⸗ 
ten thain, he denies that &favis he inifs 
tham all, æ pꝛapes me to geue truſt to 
nathing againſt him, as to me he wald 
rather gene hys life oꝛ he did any diſple⸗ 
ſure to me. And after thys he ſhewd me 
of lo many little flatterics, ſo couldly, 
ſo wyrflic, that ye will abaſh thercat. J 
had almaiſt foꝛgot that he ſapd he could 
not doubt of me in this purpois of Dies 
gaittis, foꝛ he would neuer belene that 
F quho was his pꝛoper fleſh would do 
hym any euill, allweil it was ſchawin 
that I refuſit to ſubſcriue the ſame; but 
as to any vthers that would puriue hum 
at lcaſt he ſhould ſcil hys lite deare en⸗ 
ough, but he luſpectit no body noꝛ pit 
would not. but would uit all that J int- 
fit, he would not let me depart tro hym 
but deſirit that J ſhoulde wake wyth 
him, J make it leeme that J belene that 
alt is true, æ takes heed thereto, and ex⸗ 
cuſit my ſelfe for this night that J could 
not wake, he {ayes that he ſlecepes not ? 
well, ye ſaw hun neuer better no2 ſpeige 
matr humbltcr ,- And if J had not a 
pzuik ot hys hart of waxe, and that mme 
were not of ane Dpamont, quhairintill 
no (hot can make bzeach, but that quhilk 

comes 


gry when J ck of waltar, and ſapis 


4 


— | 
g 


komes forth of pour hand, J would haue 
almaiſt had pitie of hym. But feare not, 
the place ſhall holde viito the death. Ke⸗ 
mebcr in recmnpẽce therof that pe ſuffer 
not yours to be wonne by that faife race 
that wil trauell no leſſe with pon fo} the 
ſame. I] beleue thap haue bene at ſcholis 
together. he hes euer the tear in his epe, 
he ſalutes euerp bodp, pea vnto 5 leaſt, 
and makes pitious careſſing vnto them 
to make them haue pitie on hym. Thys 
day hys father bled at the mouth x noſe, 
cefſc quhat pꝛeſaige that is. I haue not 
pit lene hym, He keepes hys chamber. 
The kyng deſires that J ſhould geue 
hyin mcate wyth my owne handes. But 
1 eue na mair truſt quhair pou are tha J 
. all do here. This is my firſt tozney, Fi 
ſhall end p ſame to moꝛrow. J waite all 
3 thynages , howbeit thap be of lictill 
weight, to the end that ye may take the 
beſt of all to indge vpon. Jam in do⸗ 
ing of a werke here that J hai greatly. 
Dane pe not deſire to laugh to ſee me lie 
ſo weill, at the leaſt to d iſſembill fo weill 
and to tell hym truth betuix handes. De 
ſhewd me al maiſt all that is in the name 
of the byſchop and Suderland, and pit 
FJ haue ncuer toucheit ane woꝛd of that 
pe ſhewd me, but allancite by fo2ce flat- 
tering, and to pꝛap hymto aſſure hym⸗ 
ſeike of me. And by plapning on the byſ⸗ 
chop J haue dꝛawen = all ont of oe 
* e 
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end my Bybill, but J am faſcheit that 


ye haue heard the reſt . we are couple 
wythtwa falſe races, the deuill ſunver 
vs, and God knitte vs together fot es 
uer foz the maiſt faythfall couple that e⸗ 
ner he vnitid. This is my fapth J wyll 
die in it. Excuſe it N wut euill, ye may 
geſſe the halte of it, but J can not mende 
it becauſe J am not weill at eaſe, and pit 
very glad to wut vnto you quhen the 
reſt are ficepand. ſithe J can not lleipe 
as thay do and as J would deſire, that 
is, in pour armes my deare loue, quhom 


J pray God to pꝛeſerue from all euyll 


and ſend pon repole, J am gangand to 
ſcke myne til the moꝛne quhen J (hall 


it ſtoppies me to wꝛite newis of my lelf 
vnto pou, becauſe it is ſo lang. Aduer⸗ 
tiſe me quhat pe haue deliberat to do in 
the matter pe know vppon thys point, 
tothe end that we may vnderſtand v⸗ 
thers weill, that nothing thairthzough 


be ſpilt. J am irkit æ ganging to lleipe, 


and pit J ccale not to ſcrible all thys 
paper inſamickle as reſtis thairof , wa⸗ 
ryed might this pokkiſh mã be y cauſes 
me haue la mickle paine: foz without 
hun J hold haue ane far pleſander ſub⸗ 
tect to diſcours vpoun. De is not oucr= 
mickle difoꝛmit, pet he hes receiued 
verie mickle. De hes almaiſt ſlapne me 
with his bꝛeth, it is werſe thẽ pour vn⸗ 
cles, yet q cum na nerar vnto him but 

of in 


in ane chapyꝛe at the beds fute.and he be⸗ 
png at the vther end thairok. : 
The maſlagc ofthe father in the gait. 


The purpots of Sir James DPanunel- 
toun. 


Of that the Loꝛd of Luſſe ſhewd me of 


the delap. 


Of the demaundis that he aſkit at Jo⸗ 


Of my eſlait, of my cumpanpy, of the oc⸗ 
— of my cumming, and of Jo⸗ 
eph. | | 

Item, the purpois that he and J had 
together. 

Ok the deſire that he Hes to pleaſe inc, 
and of hys repentance. 

Ot the interpꝛetatioun ot his letter. 

Ok Willie Diegaittis matter ot hys de⸗ 


pa 0 ; 
Of — de Leuingſtoun. 


Leuingſtoun ſapd in the Lady Keres 
eare at ſuppar, that he wald dꝛink to the 
folke that J wilt of, if J wald plege 
thame. And eftir ſuppar he ſapd to me 


quhen I wes lenand vpoun hym war⸗ 


ming me at the ty2e: pe haue fay2 going 
to ſe (ik folk, vit ye can not be (a welcum 
to thame, as pe left ſum body this dap 
in regrait , that will neuir be blyth 
quhill he ſe you againe. I aſkit at hym, 
quha that wes? with that he thꝛuſtit mp 
body and ſapd, that _ of hys — 
ij. 


F had almoſt foꝛgot that Monſier de 


had leene pou in faſcherie, pe map geſſe 
at thereft , J w2ought thys day quhill 
it wes twa hourts vpoun thys bzaceler, 
koꝛ to put the key of it wythin the lock 
thereof, quhilk is coupled vndirneth 
with twa coꝛdwinis. J haif had ſa littill 
time that it is euill mapd: but J ſall mak 
anc fairer in the meane tyme. Take heid 
that nane that is heir le it, for all the 
warld will knaw it: becauſe fo2 haiſt it 
wes maid in thair pꝛeſence. J am now 
paſſad to my faſchious purpoes, Ye gar 
me diſſemble ſa far that J haif hozring 
thairat: and pe cauſe me do almoſt the 
office of a traitoꝛes. Remeinber haw gif 
it wer not to obey yon, J had rather be 
deid oꝛ I dyd it: my Hart bleides at it. 
Summa, he will not come with me ex- 
cept vpoun conditioun that J will pꝛo⸗ 
meiſe to him that J (all be at bed and 
bourde with hym as of befopꝛ, and that 
J ſall lcaue him na oftar ; and doing 
thys vpoun my wozde he will do all 
thingis that J pleis, and cum with inc: 
bot:hc hes pꝛapit me to remanc vpoun 
 Hymquhill vther mozne , De ſpake ve⸗ 
rie bzauely at the beginning, as thys 
bearar will ſchaw vou, vpoun the pur⸗ 
pois of the Angliſmen, and of hys de⸗ 
parting: bot in the end he returnit a⸗ 
gane to hys humilitie. He ſchewit az 
mangis vther purpoſes that he knew 
weill anewch, that iny bꝛuther 1 ſche⸗ 
in 


: me not to purches ſum of tham by him: 


win me that thing quhilk he had ſpoken 
in Striueling: of the quhilk he denpis 
the ane half , and abone all, that cuir he 
cum in his chamber. Foz to make him 
traiſt me it behouit me to fapne in ſum 
thingis with him: therfopꝛ quhen he re⸗ 
queſtit me to pꝛomeiſe vnto him, that 
quhẽ he wes hall we ſould hait both ane 
bed. I ſayd to him, fapningly and ma⸗ 
king me to beleue his pꝛomilis, that gif 
he changit not purpolis betuix this and 
that time, N wald be content therewith, 
bot in the meane tyme J bad him take 
heid that he let na body wit thereof: be⸗ 
cauſe to ſpeike amangis our ſelfis the 
Loꝛdis could nat be oflendit, noz wyll 
enill cthairfop2 . But they wald ferre in 
reſpect of the boaſting he inayd of tham, 
that if euir we aggreit togidder , he 
{Houid make tham know the litil compte 
thay tuke of him: and that he counſallit 


thay fot thys caus wald be in ieloſp, git 
attanis without thapz knawlege, J 
ſould bꝛeke the play ſet vp in the con⸗ 
trair in thayz pꝛeſence. He ſapd very 
iopfully: And thinke pon thay will ez 
ſteine pou the mapꝛ of that: bot J aim 
very glad that you ſpeike to me of the 
Loꝛdis, for I belene at thys time ye de⸗ 
ſire that we (hold lei togidder in quiet⸗ 

nes: foꝛ gif it wer vtherwapis greitter 
inconnenience might come to vs batth 
+ ＋ . than 


than we are ware of: But now J wü 

do quhat euir pe will do, and wil lufe 
all that yc lute, and delpꝛes vou to make 

thame lute in like maner: ſoz lithe thap 
ſceke nat iny lyle, ? lute thame al equal⸗ 

lp. Upoun this popnt this berar will 
ſchew you manp ſmall thinges . Be⸗ 
cans JI] haif oucr mikle to wꝛite, and it 
is lait, J giet traiſt vnto him vpon pour 
word . Summa he will ga vpoun mp 
woꝛd to ali places. Alas, I neuir detei⸗ 
uit any body: but J reinit me altogid⸗ 
der to your wil. Send me aduertiſe⸗ 
ment qnhat J fall do, and quhatſoener 
thing ſail come thereot J ſail obey pou, 
Aduiſe to with pour ſelt if pe can finde 
out ony mair ſecrete inuentioun by me- 
dicine: foꝛ he ſhould take medicine and 
the bath at Tragmillar. Me map not 
cum foꝛth of the houſe this lang time. 
Summa. by all that J can lerne, he is in 
greit ſuſpicioun: and pit notwithſtan- 
ding he geiues credeit to my woꝛd: bot 
pit not ſo farre that he will ſchew any 
thing to me. Bot neuirtheleſſe J ſall 
dꝛaw it out ot him, gif ye will that J a⸗ 
now all vnto hym. Bot J wil neuir re⸗ 
toyce to diffame ony body that truſtis 
in me: pit notwithſtãding ye may com⸗ 
maund me in all thingis. Haue no euill 
opinioun of me foꝛ that caus, by reaſon 
pe are the oecaſioun ot it your ſelte, bes 
cauſe foʒ my awin parciculer _ | E | 


wald not do it to him. He geues me ſum 
checkes of that quhilk J fearit pea ener 
in the quicke, he ſapis thys far, that bys 


tfaultis were publeiſt, bot thare is that 


= committis faultis that beleues thay wil 
= neimr be ſpoken of, and pit thay will 
ſpeike of greit and ſmall. As towart 
= the Lady Ueres he ſayd, J pzay Bod 
= thatſche may ſcrue pou foꝛ pour honoꝛ. 
2] Andſapd.itis thought and he belcuis it 
to be trew, that J hair not the power of 
my ſelte into my ſelfe, and that becauſe 
be the refuſe J maid of his offeris. Sũ⸗ 
ma, foꝛ certantie he ſuſpects ot the thing 
thyme mow of hys lpif. But as to the 
ſt, how ſone that J ſpake two oꝛ thꝛe 
gude woꝛdis vnto hym, he reiopſis +15 
out of dout. ſaw him not this euening 
2 fox to end your bꝛacelet, to the quhilke 
I cã get no lokkis, it is reddy to tham, 
and pet J feare that it will bꝛing ſome 
malheur, and map be ſeene it pe chaunce 
to be hurt. Aduertiſe me if pe will haue 
it, and if pe will haue mair liluer. and 
quhen J ſhall returne, æ how far J map 
eake . He inragis quhen he hearis of 

I Lethington,oz of pou, oz of my bꝛother. 
Ok pour brother he ſpeikis nathpng, 

be ſpekis of the Erle of Ergple. J am 
in fexr quhen J heare him ſpeike: foꝛ he 
alluris him ſelt that he hes not ane euul 
opinioun of him. De ſpeikes nathing of 
tham that is out nouther gude noz euil, 

5 


but fleis that point. Dis fader kepis his 

chamber, J haif not ſcenc him. Ali the 

Dammiltonts ar heir, that accoinpancis 

me veric honoꝛably . All the frendis of 

the vther conueyis me quhen J gang to 

ſc him. He deſiris me to come, and ſee 

him ryſe the moꝛne betime. Foꝛ to make 

ſchoꝛt, this berar will teil pon the reſt. 

And if J learne any thing heir, J wyll 

make pou memoꝛiall at euin. De wyll 

tell you the occaſioun of inp remaining. 

Burne this letter, ſoꝛ it is ouir dange⸗ 

rous, and na thing well ſapd in it: foꝛ J 

am thinkand vpoun nathing but falche⸗ 

rie. If pou be in Edinburgh at the re⸗ 

ceit of it, lend me woꝛd ſone. Be not of- 

fendit. foꝛ J gief not our greit credeit. 

Now ſeyng to obey pou, my deir luke, 

N ſpare nouther honoz, conſcience, ha⸗ 

zarde, no2 greitnes quhatſumeuir, 
take it J pꝛap yon in gude pairt: and 
not cftir the interpꝛetation of pour falſe 
Huntley. gude bzother : to quhome J pay you 
if na credit,aganis the maiſt faithfull 
luffar that euir pe had. oz cuir fall haif. 
25othwels Se nat hir quhaies faynit teares ſhould 
owne wic. nat be ſa mickle prayſit nor eſteemit, as 
the trew and faythfull trauails, quhilke 
I fuſtayne for to merite hir place. For 
obtayning of the quhilke agains my na- 
turall, I betrayis thame that may im- 
peſche me. Bod foͤꝛgyif me, and Bod 
gyifyou my oncip lu te the hap and pꝛo⸗ 

ſperitie 


(ie, nhl pour humble and fapch- 
fuil ne deſiris ynto pour quyahopis to 
be ſhoꝛtlie ane thyng to you foz 
the rewart of my irkſwntraucllis. Jt is 
lait, I deſite neuir to ceifle fra Wann 
vnto pou, pit now after the killing o 
our bands I w end my letter. Excuſe 
ny euill wꝛiting and read it twile ouer. 
Excuſe that thing that is ſcribicd , foz 
I had no paper N qubẽ J watt 
ht of the inemoniall - BKemember ys 
your luit, and write vnto hyʒ , and 
verie oft . Loue me as I ſal do Fig 
kenember you of the nen 0 
e, 5 
the „ | 21 
Drihe Brie afargite. at 
Ok the Erle Bothuile. 
SitheagrngtnSpntyogh 


Au Uther letter to Bothwell con; 
ucernyng certaine nes that foes 
bent hym. faltet 


A Onſ ieur ft renduyde te voltre abſence, 

TLecloy de voſtre eubly , la crainte du 
danger: tant prouit᷑ d vn chacun i voſtre 
tant ou mee perſonne: e en 


A Tow if the viſpentre of your 
&Y*'auſcnce , ot pour forgetfuines , the 
beit vfvaniger 10 _ by * _ 


UI, 1 


head. 


es your ſo lonit perlon, map git me conc 


ſolation. J leit it to por to indne, ſeyng 
tinua 


the vnhap that m cruell lot æ c 


miladuenture. hes hitherro pzomilit me 
followyng the miſfoztunes and fearcs 
al well of lait as of a lang tpine bppaſt. 
the anhilke pon do knaw. But for 

that J will in no wyle arcuſe pon, nou⸗ 
ther of pour litie remembzannce nou⸗ 
ther of pour litie tair, and tcaſt of alot 
pour pꝛomiſe broken, oꝛ ofthe toſdnes 
of your wiityng, ſince J ain ellis ſo far 
maid pours. that that quhilk plealis port 
is acceptable to me, æ my thoghtes are 
ſo willyngip ſubduit vnto pours, that J 
ſuppois that all that commeth of pon, 
pꝛocedis nat by any of the cauſis foꝛe⸗ 
ſayd, but rather to? fic as be iuſt and 
rcaſonable and ſic as J defire my ſclfe. 
Quhilk is the finayoꝛder that vou pꝛo⸗ 
milit to take, foꝛ the ſuxctie and hono 
bill ſeruite of the onelp vphold ok my 
lpfe. Foz quhdk alone J will pꝛeſerne 
the lame, and without the quhilk J 


delire nat bot ſuddain daith. And to te⸗ 


ſtilic: vnto you quhow lawlic J ſubinit 
me vnder pour couunaundementes, 
haue ſend you in ſigne of homage by 
Parts the omament-ofthe hed quhilk 


is the chief guide of the vther members. 


Interring thairby that by the ſaiſpugol 

you in the poſſcfſioun of the-ſpoite of 

that quhilk is pʒzincipall the rent can 
1 not 


| | | f 

not be bot ſubiect vnto pou, and With | 
ok th hart, In place quhaix⸗ | 

of uͤnce I hauc elſis leit it vnto you, J 

ſend vnto you. one lepulture ot bard 

ſtone collourit with-blake , ſawin with 

teares and bones. The ſtone I compare 

to my hart that as it is caruit in one 

ſure ſepulture oz harboʒ of pour com⸗ 

mandementes and aboue all of your 

name and memoꝛie, that are thairin in⸗ 

cloſit as is my hear in this ryng neuer The 

to come foꝛth, quhile death graunt vnto Quemis = 

pou to anc tropher of victozie of my hear. 

boncs as the ring is fulltt , in ſigne that 

pou haue matd aue full conqueſt of me, 

of inyne hart, and vnto that my bones 

be lett vnto you in remẽbzaunce ot pour 

victoue and my acceptable luif and wil- 

lyng, foz to be better beſtowit then J 

metite. The amelyng that is about is 

blake , quhilk ſignitijs the ſtedfaſtnes of 

hir that ſendeth the ſame. The teares 

arc without number, ſo are the dꝛea⸗ 

doures to diſpiets pou, the tearcs of 

pour abſence, the diidainc that J ca not 

be in outwart effect pours as J am 

without feintnes of hart and ſpꝛite, and 5 

of gude reaſon though my merites wer 


mekie greater then of the maiſt pꝛofite 1 

that euer was, and lic as J deſire to be, 

and ſall take papne in cõditions to in- 

tate, foz to be beſtowit worthylie vnder 

your regiment. Op onely wealth res : 
U, ij. laue 


ſane thairfoir in as gude part the ſame 
as N haue receaued your mariage with 
extreme io. quhilk ſhal not part fuzth 
of my boſom quhile that mariage sf our 
bodies be maid in publik, as ſigne of all 
that N either hope oz deſiris of blis in 
this warld. yit my hart fearyng to dil⸗ 
pleaſe pou,. as mikle in the reading here⸗ 
of, as I delite me in the vnitpng. J will 
male end, after that N haue kit pour 
Handcs with as greit affectioun as J 

zap Bod (O the onelp vphold ol my 
lete) to gif you lang & dliſſit life, and to 
me pour gude fauour as the onelie gude 
that I deſire & to the quhilk I pʒetend. 
N haue ſhawin vnto this bearer that 
quhilk I haue learnit, to quhom IJ res 
mit me, knawand the credite that von 
gaif hym as ſhe doth tbat will be fot e⸗ 
nir vnto pot humble and obedient law 
full wife that fo2 euir dedicates vnto 
pou hir hart, hir bodie, without any 
change as vnto hpin that N hane' maid 
poſſeſſour of hart, of quhilk pou ; 
hold pon afſurit that vnto the derth | 
na wapes beeſchangit foz euill noz gud * 
fall neuir make me goe from it. ; 


TAn other letter to Bothwell of 


her lone to him. 


TJ Ay veille plus tard la haut que ie n ouſſe 
fait, ſi ce n euſt cRepour tirer ce que oe 
| | Por- 
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to pour pꝛoineis to diſcharge pour hart 


retour vous dira, que ic treuue la plus 
e commoditè pour excuſer voſtre af- 
faire qui ce pourroit preſenter. cc. 


aue wakit laiter thairvp then A 
aa? thak nat bene to 
dzaw ſum thyng out of hym, quhilk this 
bearer will ſhew pou , quhilke is the 


fayzelt commoditie, that can be offeritts 


excuſc pour affairis.F haue momiſit to 
bꝛing him to him the moꝛne. nt 
vnto it if pe finde it gude. Now SV}, 


A haue bzoken my pꝛomile becauſe pe 
commaundit 


me nonther to wꝛite nox 
lend vnto pon: pit I haifnot done this 
to otfend you. And ik pe knew the feire 
that A hall preſently, ye wald not haif i 
many contrairie ſuſpicionnis in pour 
thought , quhiſn notwithſtanding J 
treate and chereiſh as pꝛocedyng fro the 
thing in the wozid that N mailt deſier 
and ſckis faſteſt to hai, quhilk is pour 
de grace, Of the quilk my bchamour 
all afſure ine: as to me J ſhall neuir 
diſpapꝛ of it. And pꝛapis pon acco2ding 


vnto me: vtherwapis J will think that 
my malheur and the gude handiyng of 
hir that hes not the thirde pairt ofthe 
faythfull noz willing obedience vnto 
you that I beir, hes wonne aganis my 
will that auauntage ouer ine, quhilk the 
fecond loue of Jalon wan. Not that J 
Wy, will 


will compare pon to ane ſa vnhappy as 
he was, no pit my leite to ane ſa vupi⸗ 
tifttl a woman as (che. Dowbett pe caus 
me to be ſumquhat like vnto hyꝛ in any 
thing that touchis pou, oʒ that ma pꝛe⸗ 
terre aud keip you neo hir, to quhome 
onely ye appertaine: if it be ſa that I 
map appꝛopziate that quhilk is wonne 
though fapthniull pca onelp luffing of 
pou, as I do and ſall do all the dayes of 

lyfe,fo2 payne oz euill that can cume 
hairof. Jn recompente of the quhilk & 
ofallche-enils quhilk ye haue ben cauſe 
of ta me, remember vou vnd the place 
heir beſide , N crane with that ye kcepe 
p2omile to ine the mozne, but y we map 
meit together, and that ye geue na fayth 
to ſuſpitiguns without the certguntie of 
thatm. And J craue na vther thyng at 
Bod but that ye may know that thyng 
that is in my hart quhilke is yaurs,and 
that he may p2clerue vou from all cuil, 
at the leaſt la lang as I haue lite, quhilk 
N repute not pꝛecious vnto ine except 
in (a farre as it and J baith are agrea⸗ 
bill vnto you, Jam going to bed, and 
will bid yon gude night. Aduertiſe me 
tmpmeip in the mozning how pe haue 
faren,fo2 J will be in payne vnto J get 
wad. Make gude watch if the burd el⸗ 
chaip out of the caige oꝛ without hir 
mate, as the turtur J (hall remapne 


alone fo2 to lament the ablence how 
ſchoꝛt 


1 


ſchoꝛt that ſoeukt it be. eee 
do with a gude hart. that thyng quhilk 
F can not do my ſelte, it it be not yay 
daͤne feare that pe are in flcepin 

durft nat w2ite this befoir I ofeph. Baz 
frtan and Joachim, hr bing but depart 
fun quhen F'began to wzite. Wie 


* * 


Jan other letter to Bochwcll £0. 


*:cernyng the departure of Nlarga- 
'3 rete Car Wood; quho was ptiuie 
aud a helper of all thair laue. 


* On cœur helas! fault i Fit 1 [7 1007 
c vne femme, dont vous 6880 f 


iffez Hingratitude vers moy , ſoitcaule 8 
wWus donner deſplaiſir. &c. 3 


My hart, Alas, mat the iti ate 


Ward me d me Pen ds ln fafficicntly khaw, be 
occafionn of diſpleaſure veto you? cott= 
ſideryng that J canld nat haue rrmedit 
— — without knawing it: And 
ſince that J perceauit it, J cauld nat 
tell it pou, fo that knew nat dow to 
gouerne my {elite thairin . Foz nouther 
in that, noz in any vther thyng, wall 
F take vpon me to do any 
out knawledge of pour wil. Quh + 
beſech pou let me vnderſtand, foꝛ J will 
wi it all my 1 willyngly the 
U. iiij. Lon 


: p 


pon (hall declare tt to me. And il you do 
nat ſend me woꝛd this night what ror 
wiil chat F ſhall do, I will ridde my 

of it, andhalardto caule it to be cnters 
pꝛiſit and taken in hand, QAuhilk inighe 


be hurtkull ta that quhairunto both we 


= 


do tend. And when ſhe (hall be maried 
J beſech you giuemc one, 02els J will 


ditions , but as fot thair tounges ox 

faithfulnes towart pon, J'will nat aun⸗ 

ſwere.Fbeſcch you that an opinioun of 

ther pcrioun, be nat Hirefuil in pour 

minde to inp conftancic.. Miſtruſt me, 

but quhen J will put pon out ot doubt 
1 


ut 
and 1 ſelfe. Kefule it nat my dere 
like, & ſuffer ine to make pouſome pꝛole 
by mp obevience, mp kaſthlulnes, con- 
ftancic æ voluntaric ſubiectioun, quhilk 

Ii take fox the pleaſanteſt gude that I 
| t receaue, if you will accept it, and 
-noccremony aric,foxyoil could do 
na greater outrage , noz giue mair 
An other letter ſent from Stere- 

line to Bothwell concernyng the 
M Onſieur helas pourquoy eſt voſtre fi- 
+2 ance miſe cn perſone ſi indigne, pour 
/fouptonnerce quieit entierement voſtre. 
Tenrage, vous m aulez promis. &c 


me 
mo 


£ 
_ = 


Alas 


— 


take lic as ſhall cõtent por, for their ton 


o A L85,my Lord. why is pour truff 
—- put in aperl6 ſo vnwoꝛthp, to miſc 
truſt that which is wholly yours? J am 
woodde. You had pꝛomiſit me that you 
would reſolue all, and that pou would 
ſend me woꝛd enery day quhat J ſhould 
doe, vou haue done nothing thairof. X 
aducrtiſit you well to take heede of pour 
falſe bꝛother in law: he came to me, and 
without ſhewing me any thing tro pou, 
told me that you had wrillit him to wꝛite 
to you that that J ſhould ſap, æ quhaire 
and quhan pou fhould cum to me, and 
that that you ſhould do touchand hym, 
and thercuppon hath pꝛeachit vnto me 
that ic was a fooliſhe enterpꝛiſe, æ that 
with mine honour J could neuer marry 
pou, ſeing that being marped pou did 
catry me awap, æ that his folkes would 
not ſuffer it, and that the Lozdis would 
vnlſay theinſelfis, and would deny that 
thay had ſayd. To be ſhoꝛt, he is all cons 
trary. I tolde hym, that ſeing A was 
cum ſo farre, if pou did not withdzaw 
our ſelfe of your ſelfe, that no perſwa⸗ 
oun no? deith it ſelfe ſhould make me 
fayle of my pꝛomiſe. As touching the 
place you are to negligent (pardon me) 
to remit pour ſelfe thercof vnto me. 
Lhuſe it your ſcife, and ſend me woꝛde 
of it. And in the meanetyme I am ſicke, 
A wil diferre, as touching the matter it 
is to late. It was 5 
J. you 


An other 
Wike. 


on haue not thonght therupõ in tine. 
nd ik pou had not mair chaungit pour 


mynde lince mpne abſence than J haue, 


on ſhoul> not be now to aſke ſuch re⸗ 
oluing. well there wanteth nothing of 
mp part, and ſeing that pour necligence 
doth put vs baith in the daunger ok a 
falſe brother, it it iutetede not well, J 
wyil neuer riſe agapne. J (end this bea- 
rer vnto pou foꝛ N dare not truſt pour 
bꝛother with thele letters noz with the 
diligence. De ſhall tell pou in quhar 
ſtait J am, and iudge pou quhat amend- 
ment theſe new ceremonies haue bzoght 
vnto mme. J would J wer deid, for I ſee 


all gocth ill. Vou pꝛomilit vther man⸗ 


ner ot matter of pour fozſcyng, but ab⸗ 
ſence hath power ouer you, quho haue 
twa ſtringis to pour bow. Diſpatch the 
aunſwere, that J faple not, and put no 


truſt in pour bꝛother foz this enterpziſe,. 


fot he hath tolde it, and is alſo all againſt 
it. Bod gene pou gude nicht. 


An vther letter to Bothwell for 


the practiſe and deuiſe to excuſe 
the rauiſhyng. 


D lieu & de Fheure ie m' en rap porte a 
voſtre frere & à vous, ie le ſuiuray & 
ne fauldray en rien de ma part. Il trouue 


beaucoup de difficultez. &c. 
Of 


0 F the place aud the time, J remitee 
E mp ſeife to pour bꝛother and to pon, 
J will folow him, and will fayle in na 
thing of my pairt. De findeth many dil⸗ 
fictilties: I thinke he doth aduertile pon 
thereof: and quhat he deſireth foz the 
handling of him ſelfe . As fo2 the hand⸗ 
ling of my lelf : J heard it once well de⸗ 
nifit. Me thinketh that pour ſeruices. 
and the long amitie, hauing the gude 
wyll of the Lozdes, do well deicruc a 
pardon, it aboue the duetie of a Sithifer 
you aduaunce pour ſelf, not to conſtrain 
me, but to aſſure pour ſelfe of ſuch plate 
nigh vnto me, that vther admonitions 
oꝛ foꝛraine perſuaſions map not let me 
from „ that that pou hope 
pour ſeruice ſhall make pou one dap to 
attapne:and to be ſchozt, to make your 
ſelte ſure of the Loꝛdes, and free to mar⸗ 
ry: and that pau are conſtrapnit fo 
Fu ſurety, and to be abill to ſerue me 
ichkullp, to vſe an humble requeſt, ioy⸗ 
nit to an impoꝛtune action. And to be 
ſhozt, excuſe pour ſelfe , and perſwade 
them the moſt you ca, that you are con⸗ 
ſtrapnit to make pourſute aganis pour 
enemies. You ſhall ſay enough, if the 
matter 02 ground do like vou, and ma⸗ 
ny fapꝛe woꝛdes to Ledinton. If you 
like not the deede, ſend me wo2de, and 
leane not the * all vnto ine. 


An 


"Yd 


An vther letter to Bothwell of 
the practiſe for hir rauiſhemenr 
and to aduiſe hym to be ſtrang to 
doit. 


1M Onfieur depuis ma lettre eſcrit vo- 

'*ſtre beau frere qui fuſt, eſt venu a moy 
fort triſte, & m'a demandè mon conſeil de 
ce qu il feroit apres demain. &c. 


Y Lozd, ſince my letter witten, 
pour bꝛother in law that was, cam 
to me very ſad, and hath aſkeit me my 
tounſaile, quhat he ſhould do after to 
moꝛrow, becauſe there be many folkis 
here, and among vtheris the Erle ot 
Southerland, quho wald rather dpe, 
conlidering the gude they haif ſa lately 
receiuit ot me, than ſuffer me to be carpit 
a wap, thep conducting me: and that 
fearit there ſhould ſum trouble happen 
of it: ofthe vther ſide that it ſhould. be 
ſayd that he wer vnthankfull to haif be⸗ 
trapit me. J told hun that he ſhold haif 
reſoluid with you vpon all that:æ that 
he ſhould auoyde, if he could, thoſe that 
wer moſt miftruſtit . De hath reſolued 
to wꝛite thercofto you by my opinioun: 
foz he hath abaſſhit ine to ſec him ſa vn⸗ 
reſoluit at the neid . J aſſure my ſelle, 
be will plap the 0 honeſt man, 
But J haue thought good to aduertiſe 
pou of the feare he hath that he _ 
e 


be chargeit and acculit of treſon, tothe 
ende that withont miſtruſting him, von 
map be the moꝛe circumſpect, and that 
ou may hait᷑ the moꝛe power. Foz we 
d piſterdap moꝛe then itj. C. hoꝛſe of 
his, and of Leniſton. Foz the honour 
of Bod be accumpanpit rather wyth 
moꝛe then leſſe: foz that is the pꝛincipal 
of my caire. J goe to wzite my diſpatch, 
and pꝛay Bod to ſend vs a happy en⸗ 
teruiew ſchoꝛtiy. J waite in halt to the 
tende pou map be aduilit in time. 


Of the Billes of proclamatioun 
and combat, ſet vp by Bothwell 
and the aunſweres. 


7 Mmediatlp after the death of the 

* kyngquho was murtherit and hys 
houſe blowen bp with gonnepoulder 
the ir. day of Febꝛuary in the night. 
15 67. Pꝛoclamatioun was made that 
quhoſoeuer could bewzay the murthe- 
rers of the king ſhould haue two thou⸗ 
ſand pound. Unto the quhilk pꝛocla⸗ 
matioun, reply was made and ſet vp 
8 bpoun the tolbuith dwꝛe of E⸗ 
fenburgh the 16. of Febzuary in this 


maner. - 
 'Wycauſle pꝛoclamatioun is made 
that quhoſvener will reueale the mars 


V. iij. ther 


ther ofthe kyng ſhall haue two thon⸗ 
ſand pound, quho haue made inqui⸗ 
ſitioun by them that were the doers 
thcrof,affirme that the committers of 
Fr ehis i it vere the Erle Bothwell, P. James 
ſpere at Balfoure, the Perſoun of 'Fliſk , G. 
Guvert Dany Chambers, Blacke P. John 
Bawlooꝛd Spente quho quhas p2incipail deuiſer 
b ofthe murther, and the quene allen⸗ 
tyng thairto though the perſnaſtonn 
of the Erle Bothwell , and the witch- 
craft of the Lady Bucklowgh. 
VUhpon this, new pꝛoclamation was 
made the ſame dap, defirpng the ſetter 
bp of the ſapd Bill to come and auowe 
and ſubſcribe the ſame, and he ſhould 
haue the ſumme pꝛomiſit in the firſt 
pꝛoclamatioun, and further accoꝛdyng 
to his abilitie, and ſight ofthe quene, 
and hir counſell, 
The aunſwere thereunto was (et 
vp in the place afozeſapd, the mozrow 
alter, being the rix.of the ſame month. 


F D:aſmekle as pꝛoclamatioun hath 

bene made ſince the ſettyng bp of 
my firlt letter, defiryng me to ſub- 
ſcribe, and auow the ſame, Foz aun- 
ſwer, J deſirethe mony'to be conſis 


nit into an eenenly mans hand, and 
Hall compeere on Dondap nerte with 
titj. ſome with me, and ſubſcribe my 
ſtrſt letter, and abide therat . And furs 


Baſtian, and Joſeph the quenes golds 
\mith be ſtapit, and J ſhall declaire 
quhat every man did in particuler , 
with their complices. 


To quhuk bill none aunſwer was 
made. 


The xiii. dap of Apaill the Erle 
Bothwell commpng to the Sefſtons 
at Edenburgh with anteſigne dil 
plaide & the ſtre&tes full of armed men 
of hys fadtioun, was arrepnit fo2 the 
murther ofthe kyng, and acquit of the 
ſame by a pariurde iurp: quhairupon 
he (et vp a challenge to fight hand to 
hand with any man (beyng no perſon 
diffamed) that wald auow the matter. 
Hereunto aunſwere was made by an 
btber Bill ſet by in the ſame place as 
none after. That fo2 aſmickle as the 
ſapd Erle Bothwell had ſet bp a wꝛi⸗ 
tyng ſubſcribed with his awne hand, 
quhairby he dpd chalenge any man 


n would oz durlt ſap 
B. iitj. he 


ther 4 deſire that enioz Frauncis, 


c e 1 


be was giltie of the kyings death, and 
therwithal did giue the lp in his thꝛote 
to him that wald auonch the quarell: 
a gentleman &# a man of gude lame did 
by thoſe pꝛeſentes accept the offer and 
offers, and wald pꝛoue by the law of 
armes that he was the chefe authoz 
of that fonle and ho2rible murther, al- 
beit an inqueſt fo2 feare of death had 
llpahtip qupte hym. And bycanſe 
the kyng of Fraunce and the quene 
of England had by ͤthair Ambaſſa- 
dours deſired that trpall and puniſhe⸗ 
ment might be had fo2 the ſame, he 
maiſt hartily thairfoir craued of thair 
Maieſlies, that thay wald deſire ol 
the quene hys (ouereine , that by hir 
conſent thap might appopnt the dap 
and place within their dominions foz 
the triall therof accoꝛdyng to the law 
ok armes, in thair pꝛeſences oꝛ in thair 
deputies . Quhilk dap F place he pꝛo⸗ 
miſed by the faith of a gentlema to ap⸗ 
peare at, and to do bis deuopꝛe, pꝛoui⸗ 
ded alwapes that thaix Paieſties by 
open pꝛoclamatioun ſhall giue aſlu - 
rance to hym and to hys companie, to 
paſſe and repaſſe thzough thair coun⸗ 
trpyes, withont hurt o; impediment, 
Quhat 


Quhat tuff cauſe he had tw deſtre the 
kyng of Fraunce and the quene of 
England to be iudges in the caſe, hs 
remitted to the iugement of the rea⸗ 
ders and the hearers , Warnpng bp 
thoſep:eſentes therelt of the murthe⸗ 
rers topzepare them ſelues, foꝛ thay 
ſhoulo haue the lyke offer made vnto 
them, and thair names giuen in w2y- 
tyng that thap might be knawin to 
men. 


Arne confeſſioun 05 Iohn Ha- 
broun,Young Talla, Dagleiſh and Pou- 


rie, vpon quhom was Iuſtice execute the 
3. of Ianuarie, the yeare of God. 15 67 


Join of Bowton confefſitthat nyne 
was at the deid doing, my L. Both = 
well, the Low of Onniſtoun, Bob Oꝛ⸗ 


ſon, Pourie, and Frentch Baris, and 
that he ſaw na moe, noꝛ knew ot na v⸗ 
ther companies. 

Item, de knöwwis nat ther but that 
that vas was blowin in the apze, foz he 
was handillit with na mens handes as 
he ſaw, and if he was it was with v⸗ 


thers and not with tham. 
Item. as touchin Sir James Bal⸗ 
ubſcriplioun, 1 


four, he law not m— 


V. j. 


miſtoun, humſelt, Talia,Daglciſh,Uil- 


© warrand pou he was the puncipall 
touuſallar an deuiſer. 

Item, he ſayd, J confeſſe it is the 
veray pronidence of Bod that hes 
btongyhr ine to his — fo: J am 
led to it as an hoꝛſe to the ftall, foz A 
had ſchippis p20uidic to flie but contde 
not elcape, + 

Item he ſapd, let no man do euill fat 
counſeũ of great png nn eee 
thinking thay Hall ſauc tham, ko en waz 
Ei ought that night that the d 
done, that although knowledge Womd 
bene gotten, na man durſt haue ſapde it 
was cuill done, ſeing the hand wꝛittis 
my acknowledging the Quents minde 
thairto. 

Item ſpeaking of the Nucnein the 
Tolbnith he — Bod make all weill. 
but the langer deirt is hydden it is the 
ſtronger. Quho lines, our darthes will 
thought na newis. 

Item, hinmeft he confeſlit , be was 
ane of the pzmctpall_doers ofthe daith, 
and thairfoir is inſtip woꝛthp of daith, 
but he was aflurit of the mercy of Bod, 


quho callit dim to repentance. 


7. Tem Tallaronfeflit o/ /upr, agreing 
in all pointes as concerning the = 

ſons, number, and blowing m 
Item, he atfirmit that in my 
Lozd Bothwell callit on dim and —_ 
gquuhat 


quhat thought vou quhen thou ſaw him 
blowen in 
alas my Loꝛd quhy ſpeake pe that, fo2 
quhẽ cuer I heare ſic a thing, the woꝛds 
wound me to death, as thay ought to 
do pou. 

Item, that ſame tyme he ſaw Sy! 
James Balfour put in his owne name 
and his bzothers vnto iny Lozd Both⸗ 
welles remiſſioun. 


Item he knew ofthe deid doing three . 


oʒ ſoure dapes oꝛ it was done oz therby. 


court I left the reading of Bods woꝛde 


Bod iuſtly bꝛought this on me. 
Muhairfoir let all men flee euill cuni⸗ 
panp, and to truſt not in me, foꝛ redy arc 
we to imbꝛace euil as redy as hardes to 
receaue ſpꝛe. And further in the Tol- 
bnith he requirit John Bzande miniſter 
of the congregation to paſſe to iny Loꝛd 
Lind ſay, & ſay , my Lo2d hartilp J foꝛ⸗ 
geue pour L. and als my Lozd Kegent 
and all vthers, but ſpecially tham that 
betrapit me to pou, foz J know if ye 
could haue ſauit me pe would, deſiring 


pou as pe will aunſwere befoze God in 


the latter dap to do pour diligence to 
bꝛing the reſt qhuo was the beginners 
of this woꝛke to iuſtice, as ye haue donc 
to me, fox ve know it was not begunne 
in my head, but pit pꝛapſes Sod that his 

Y. ij. iuſtice 


came. Quho aunſwerit, 


Item he ſapd. after that J came to the 
and imbzaſit vanitie, and thairfoir hes 


iuttice hes begunne at mc, by the quhilk 
he hes callit me to repentaunce. 


7 Tem Dagliſhe ſapd, as God ſhall be 
my indge J knew nothing of the 
kinges daith befoir it was bone, foꝛ my 
Tozb Bothweil gangand to his bedde 
_ aftcr the taking ok ot his hole, quhilke 
was ſtockit with veluet , Frenth a⸗ 
ris cum and roundit with hun, e thair⸗ 
oefter he taryed on me foꝛ vther hole and 
claithis, & his riding cloke and (wozde, 
quhilke Fi gaue him. @herefter cum vp 
the gait to the Loꝛd of Oꝛniſtouns lod⸗ 
ging # tarpit foz him, and theretter that 
be paſlit to anc wynd beſide the blacke 
Frpers, and cum to the lope ofthe dike 
githaire he gart me ſtand ſtul, and as 
Bod ſhalbe mpiudge J knew nathing 
quhili F heard the blaſt of powder, and 
after this he cum hame, lap downe in 
his beid, quhill M. Geoꝛge MDakit cum 
and knockit at the dooze, and if J dye 
fo2 this, the quhilke Bod iudge me 
gif J knew aire, quhat ſhalbe 
dont to tham quho was the 
Zeuiſers, counſallars, ſub⸗ 
ſcriuers, and foztiti⸗ 
ers of it: 


7 c 


ire iudge Engliſ chmen it | 


it be gud to change Quenis. 


O vnityng confounding. 


Quhen rude Scotlãd hes vo- 
mited vp ane poiſoun, muſt 
fine England lick it vp for a 
reſtoratiue? 

O vile indignitie. 


Quhileyour Quenis enemy 
liueth, hir dangir cõtinueth. 


Deſperate neceſsitie wyll 


dare the vttermoſt. 
O cruell mercie. 


O ambitioun fed with pro- 
ſperitie ſtrẽgthned with in- 
A irritated with ad- 
uerſitie, not to be neglected, 


cruſted, nor r pardouned. 


